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demptioo by htm. 
The Doctrine of the Reforredioo 
aflerted from die Authorities of 
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feriog and Mercies of God in the 
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of Repentance to procure chat 
Pardon. 

Tbe beauty of Holinefsdilcover'd 
io the Harmony Ind Excellence 
of Religious Duties .as performed 
in the Publick WoHhip of God. 

A Difcourfe (hewing the lawful Ufc, 
and the fioful Abufe of Oaths, io 
oppoution to Supcrilition aod 
Propbaoeft. 

The Neceflity,Rea(boatlenefs, and 
Excellency of doing Good, lllu- 
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(cental with refped to His 
Church io general, aod every 
Member of it io particular* 

the Dodrioe of Repeotaoce dated. 
aod the Neceffity of it evioc*d 
io order to our Happioels. 

A Difcourfe (hewing that the &&• 
ty of private Perfbus, aod pub* 
lick Bodies, is only and imine* 
d lately founded oo the Power 
aod Providence of Got* 

the Nature* Ufe aod Improve- 
ment of Spiritual Gifts exa- 
mined; 

Au inquiry into the Diftiocltoa, 
Guilt Sod Danger of Mortal Sins, 
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which render any sin fucb. 
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READER. 



THE Author of the fol- 
lowing Difcourfes, being 
(Tome time fince) deceas'd t it 
may be thought Decent,, if* not. 
Neceflary, that 9 .Friend's- Hand 
Ihould introduce'em to, the Pub- 
• ; A a lick; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The TRET AC £ 



lick ; for befides,that 'tis an Office 
both of Tendernefs and Piety to 
place out the Orphan, when the 
Parent is Dead, efpecially where 
there is ground to believe he 
would have difppi'd of itint|is 
very way, had it jjleasM God 
to have prolong'd his Life. The 
Cuftom of Prefacing has more* 
over crept into lb general a vogue, 
that the moft ferious and con* 
cerning Subject cannot fteai 
abroad wichout the varnifti £ of 
a Preface, or the pafspbit of a 
Dedication : Indeed, of all Sub- 
jects I mould think that Religi- 
ous Difcourfes might make their 
way without lb much Ceremo- 
ny, fince the importance of their 
Matter, and the honelty of their 
Deiign, is a fair Plea for their 
Friendly Reception ; and perhaps 
they might enjoy the Advantage 
of this diftin&ion, did not theit 

va- 
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variety and number ftand in bar 
to- i their Succefs; 1 for to fay 
Truth, the Prefs has within 
40 Years laft paft, prefented the 
World with fo many excellent 
Difeourfes upon all the parts of 
P radical Piety (and Sermons 
Bfoue ^efpeciallyj that the lefs 
Zealous anct Btetfout (wltfchare 
for the bigger Family ) feem over- 
charged with 'thfe Plenty, like 
the Ifraditds pf: old with their 
Quails and Manna. And then 
fiar thofe that Jiave more Piety, 
hut withal a j nicer Palate, they 
ard.vvery fliy of admitting any 
Pieces of this kind, that are not 
Grsc'd withr' the Names and 
Authorities of the greateft Raft- 
ers: in this way; fo that between 
the Coolnefs of the one fide, 
and ithe Delicacy of the -dth&j 
the beft Difeourfes, under 1 the 
Title of Sermons, can hardly 
A3 work 
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work themfelvcs into any degree 
of Credit or Countenance.; tho' 
were this Matter rightly con& 
der'd v and many Heads and 
Hands employ'dto digefii the 
Subftance of Ghriftianity under 
Texts of Scripture wifely cfaoferi, 
rationally handled; : and pradi- : 
cally applied, IWOuld hope ta 
fee a. purer and more ifefiul 
Body of Divinity in* iixch aCcd- 
le&ionof Sermons, than we are 
like to find in all the <xtrmm 
Syftems, which fome are foibwi* 
of ; Now fince a private. Hand' 
may convey a very acceptable 
Gift to theGorban, I am will- 
ing to believe the Sermonfe hoi? 
ofjer'd to the Publick, may in 
fome proportion advance an Un- 
dertaking of this kind, the An-' 
thor of them having Avithiii 
his narrow Sphere,) maWainVifc 
the juft Reputation of a good 
' Divinej 
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Diving, q&%y^uteM?mchr 

£?\ o 1 ., ■■■I) a I «; ' .1 .:... 

-;;? s.ii' 1 •'-•-.-.'■•i. ; - ■ .• :•..;•-. 

7 ; flur^yhi%r thefe Papers will 
jippfa, fhere $s ione Plea, behind 

;$&.#lefiing d&<mam M their 
wpur ;vttaj]&vflg : £totiL$q: 
of the Author, ^agd tfie , pjftref- 
fes of fomc who' were Dear to 
him whilft he liv'd, has occafi- 
on'd the Printing of them by 
Subfcription ; and fince fo many 
good and valuable Perfons have 
agreed to affift the Birth of thefe 
Difcourles, 'tis hop'd there will 
not be wanting others of the 
fame Principle to encourage their 
Growth and Advancement. 



. Upon the whole, every Man 
is left f upon the perufal of them) 

A 4 to 
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to his ! dative" BSghft^ Judging 
for himfelf, and if they do riot 
anfwer the Chara&er of the Au- 
thor i 'W& the^de^H^bf *ieir 
PubM! idft y mfcl r fliall ifcihk 
thelitis' Pato'I haVe^takarilll 
beft^&^ jetf i-Ml not be 
mucti Mortified fo* a r Mifcarriage, 
wtifcK'toiffir Meii ftave incui^d 
before^ : aVidl dtfe^lay, will be 
Gui% i flSP^ft*mmeP fi ^ ,/ \- 



^ ;.■ 



/>o &l 1 .'.. /;} mI jj'. 
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SERMON I. 

$fj the Nativity of our Blefled 
"jLord and Saviour, wherein 
""are represented the Nature, 
' w Bleffings and Benefits of our 
Redemption by him. 

LUKE It i^ 

-' - "■• ■ . • '. > . . • 

i)M& you is born this eUy, m the City of 
' daitid, a SaviMfi, whkh is Chtijl she 

Lord. ••■. ■•■■• •' '••■•••'':■ • 



SERMON II. 

The DoSriiie of the Refurrefti- 
i- on affettied^firom, the Authori? 

''■' '•''•• ' ' ties 
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ties of Scripture, Reafonand 
Faa. 

4cfS/XX^I. 8. 

Wfo fault iibejboutit l^itfbiXtih 
you, thai Gte'jbouW raft tjkeVAM -* 

SERMaflHlH* 

^Vdiftbaview of the Long-fuf* 
'"' fering and Mercies of Go4 in 
the Pardon of Sin, and the 
' efficacy of Repentance to pro- 
cure that Pardon, j 

EZEK. XXXIII. ii. 

As I live, faith 'the ilordGod, I have 

> no FleafvrtM th* Qeath of the rfifked^ 

tat that theWteM WQ fTV» hisJVaj 

and Ihe : Turn ye, turn ye fron\ jpur 

evil Ways , for why mill ye die, Houfe 

- of Ifrael? 
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SERMON IV M Al 

The Beauty of HqUa^difcQ- 

ver'd 
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ver'd in f^Hajiflony and 

Excellence of Religious Duties • 

lis i^o^m'd in the pubKdc 
WorfhipofGod. * 

O hm Jmtable are thy dwellings : Thm 

Shewing the law&f; life/ arid 
the finful *tafi$:of*Oiths, in 

. op|)p{itlQD4Q Snperftiti o n an4 
Pro^ne(s. . ,. .;•,, ^ 

SmtrnofttMl. , ... 
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The Necei%y 4 jRsafenablenefs 
and Excellency of doing Good, 
Uluftrated*. 
"•*<-'-• ' ' HEB- 
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SEkuoti ill. 
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The Duty and Advantaged of 
-Religious Abftinence. 

<J OE l t IL U: : 

Mk» the trunfyii m Zjo»^ jinfftfe aPafo 
caff 4 foieptq jlftmblj. . 

;->.•*.■ 
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S£RMON VIII. ' 

* , ' ' * 

The Nature and Neceffity.of Sa- 
cramental Communion ex*' 
plain d and enforced. 
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LUKE'XXllf i$. 
Tbii do in remen&rawe of m*. : 

• r •! , . "»!-. .,'4 
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SERMON IX. 

The great Benefits of Chrifts 
Aflention . with Refpe& to his 
Church in general, and every 

. Member of it in particular. 

EPHES. IV. S. 

When he afiended up on high, he led C Ac- 
tivity L'dptive, and gwe Gifts unto 
Men. 



SERMON X. 

The Doctrine of Repentance fta* 
ted, and theNeceffity of it 
evinc'd in order to our Hap- 
pinefs. 

ACTS XXVI. 20 
Repent and turn to God. 

SER- 
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SERMON-XL 

A Difcourfe (hewing that the 
fafetyof private Pcrfons, and 
publick Bodies is only and .im- 
mediately fourtdedon the Pow- 
er and Providence of God. 

ISAIAH XLIII. 11. 

7, even I, am the Lor I, and hefide me 
there is no Saviour. 



SERMON XII. 

The Nature, Ufe and Improve- 
ment of Spiritual Gifts exa- 
min'd and fhewn. 
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iCOR, XII. 7. 



Bat the Manifestation of the Spirit t if giv- 
en to every Man to profit withal. 
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SEfcMON XHL 

An enquiry into the Diftin&ion, 
Guilt and Danger of Mortal 
Sins, or what are thofe Cir- 
cumftances which render any 
Sin fuch. 

i JOHN V. 16. 

There is a Sin unto Death ; I do not fijr 
thst he {h nil f taj for it. 
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PAge 267- line 13. read the Eccbo's. p. 274. 1. 11. 
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' I I ' « ■ I I • ' Ml II" III 1 ' • I - I I 1 1 t II 

Luke 2. 11. 

*Onto you is born this day, in the 
city of David, a Saviour, 
which is Chrift the Lord> 

THESE Words contain a Mef- 
Cage every way worthy the Glo- 
rious Being, that brought it : 
Every way worthy die Tongue of an 
Angel; yea, of the Higheft and moft ex- 
alted Son of the Morning, tt acquaints 
us with the Completion of the Promifes 
made to ; the Fathers, That the Day , is 
cotne, that long-expe&ed day> who* the. 
* Glory, the * Delight^ the Expe&ation of If- $JJ* *£ 
rael y and the e dejtre of all nations Jhould cHag.'a. <j\ 
corne^ That we are no longer Prisoner*: 
of Hope, waiting for the Riling of the 
Sunof&ighteou(nefs} but that he now; 
aftually afcend9 our Horizon, and vjfi- 
bly diiplays his reviving Brightness to 
thtCtiJUftn of Men. That i mto «* *J l( *- * * 

'";;■ " "* b ' ; child 
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Child is born, unto us a Son is given, whoje 
nam is Wonderful., Counfelldrgthe.i(li8ih 
ty God, the Bvertatting Father $ PaHerpt- 
tuaJugjutli, fays the generality o£ .Com- 
mentators, The Father of the Future, or 
Everlafiing 4get t the Prince of Peace. 
Unto you is horn this day, in the City of 
Btoid* a Saviour, t»htobisCbtfftrhe±£*iL 

¥11 the Words you have thefe' two 
things v.\ \ v v.'. ' T:\i .. 

I. A Perfoo born. Vntoyou is horn. 
- \\: The Defcripifon of this fceifon; 
whach is three fold. ) g 

i. He ii a Saviour. . l ' 

• '2V HehChrif. ' - .- 
: a. He is the Lord. • - ^ 

: • • -.t . .•;' ' 

: I begin with the Defcription of- the 
Perfofn. And, ■'• '* < '■■ 

"t. He is a-Savidur : Yea; -the ©reat-' 
eO, the thoft 'Glorious, and the moft 
Triumphant of all Saviours; Many in- 
deed' were the Deliverers or Saviours, 
which God raited up to the Jfotv .•' Mo- 
fes and Jofhua, OthhieUnd Ehud. Gideon, 
and Jepha, Baruch and S«mffoni'J&at 

' ^ ♦'■■ what 
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vfiat are all thefe,if compar'd withChrift 
our Saviour } They were only Types* 
Fq^runners, and Figures}, but He the 
AccompHfhment of (hem . all. They 
a#ed purely J>y yeifue of His Commiui- 
on, deiiv*d shew; whole Power and Au- 
thority from fam* an4 werehis Officers, 
bis;S»bftitufcs, ( bis Vice-gerents to t\c 
FfeflpLe: Bu* -twaa He, wl|o faVd OPth 
tbtosand their Armies in the pay of Bar* 
tel, and caus'd thejn to ride<triumphant- 
ly upon the Wgh Places of; the garth. 
TJwy.deliverfdibut one People^ a fmall 
H4n4fal of Men) the Sons^of Jaoob and 
fyfepb i but Hej(ifl the Wordsoi the Ptj»- 
phet Ifd.) lift? ftp his hp4 to tht Gpntites, ca* »»*«; 
4*dfets HpbitftatfcUrdtotbepvpk, that 
all may come and partake of his Salvati- 
on.. Vuto ; yo* t toys die Angel to the 
$htpherd9,i*bor# 4 Saviour. Unto you, 
but not unto you only 5 for In the Verfe 
immediately pwceding, Behold, fay she, 
I bring }<m good tiditngs of great joj, which 
fbdl be to all people. AH People (yonfee) 
ate to partake of this Joy : All (the Got* 
tiks as weil/aa the Jaw) taglorifie God 
for his Salvation* according to that of 
thefame Prophet t hi* * tight thing, tb4t ma ^ 
tbtUtJtiffUfi bt py firpatt to raife up «£<* i. 
tribes offtcehyttid to refforc tbo frefervod 
B a of 
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eflfrael: I will ttlfo give thee far a light tt 
the Gentiles^ that thm may& be m/faltfa-* 
tioannto the end of the Earth. Tney<ftf3 
cued only the Bodies, but could not re^ 
deem the Souls of their Brethren,' buf 
were forc'd tolet that alone for ever : 
But fo mighty is his Salvation, that it 
extends it felf to our Spirits, as well as 
to our Bodies, and reftores the whole 
Man to a ftate of Liberty and Glory; 
They were not fuffer'd to continue, by 
reafori oTDelth V and accordingly wets 
the Inftrumehts only of Temporary De* 
liverances.: But He, on the contrary, liy- 
eth for ever and ever, addis become the 

.»■■- Author of Eternal Salvation to. all them 
that obey him. In a word j He' has 
chalk'dout to us the: way that leads to 
Life j'has'redeem'd us -by his Blood out 
of every Kindredj' and Tongue,, and 
People^ and Nation 5 and will at the lift 
Day compleat our Redemption, and 
make us Kings and Priefts unto our God, 
for ever and everi 'So that (I 'fay)* tnSt 
Title of Saviour belongs to our Lord "to 
the moix eminent manoer,in a manner en- 
tirely prdper and pecoliar 40 himfelf \ 
and which cannot be imparted to any 
other Saviour. *-He\we» J§e, is theZorcil 

Vi-4iit<andUj?di*himtketttftt»$avim.: •' 
v 5 - s ** "*•■ 



digitized by GOOgle 



Sermon the Fir ft. 



. 2« HeifCtriS, i.e. the Anointed. 
Now it muft be acknowledge, that bur 
Lord en joy ns this Title alfo in common 
with many others. Wta.ii1tiJr<2»lLpGm 
/but. Touch tut my drifts, or mine aMai*-™- 1 ^ 
to/, (ays God to the Enemies of the Pa- T * ,$ * 
trfatchs j and the High Priefts, die Pro- 
phets, and Kings of lfrael, wore ftil'd the 
Chrifts, or the Anointed of thelxwd. 
But tha' thefe things are fo, yet it muft. 
belikewife confefs'd, that He has this 
Name in a much more eminent fcnfethan 
they. For * A«rm was anointed onlytaSeLev.8.13. 
High Prieft, IBijba only as a Prophet, f lKi »fr 
and David atfanheft but as a King and * 9 ' '*' 
Prophet : But onr Lord has his Hnffi- 
ori, as being all thefe three together t In 
Him did all their high Characters con- 
center, as in a Point : In him : their di- 
vided Glories unite their Rays, and (bine 
forth with an unparaileTd, fuperlarive, 
unrivaU'd Brigbtnefs to the ends of all 
die Earth. He was the End of the Law, 
rite Bnbftance of its Shadows, &e pro* 
Unfed Meffias^ whomA&>/ef andthePror 
phe% foretold would come, as an Jbtigb 
Prieft j to make. Expiation for Sin 5 ast 
Prophet, to guide our Feet into the 
Ways of Peace j and as a King, to rule 
B$ rt»e 
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the Nations with Judgment and Juftice, 
for evermore. In (hort, all thofe other 
Chrifts; •• tfcofe Kings, thofe Prophets, 
thofe HigkPriefts, wereibat Types and 
Figures, fak» Rtprefentiocms arid dark 
Shadows of his moft e$ceHent -P&foiw, 
For heis indt- only a PHeft, 1 but <.faih\>« 
Prieft, asjftth an'tihthan^eableifitidbi 
hobi •'*. Not only a Ptophet, bmtheirii 
ftro&er, the Teacher^ tfeefhfpireiL tifiall' 
the Prophets ; Not only aiRing, bufrthafc 
abfolme and imivetfal 'Monarch, . which 
governs the whole World, the King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lord*. Whicfe 
brings roe to the ■ • "T 



3. Title in the^tSextt He /'/ tkeLprd^ 
The Lord; *>f Heaven and Earth % the 
Lord of Men and Angels 5 the Lord of 
Life,, of :Joy y of Glory* *His Almigh- 
ty Voice crfl'd the Primitive Matter our 
<?f the-Ajbyfs of Emprynefs and No- 
thing,* and -the confoVd', iftdigefted 
Mtfe,? at 4 hs . CottJtrJand, obedientty 
ranged iff f&f- into Beauty -and Order; 
Nay, -thofe Morning-Stars, which 1 &ng 
fisher, thofe Sons of I God ■ which 
fcouted* to; Joy, when thefe; tftwgs 
were done, /J are no left the Work- 
m'anftrtp of his Han&; than thefevifible 
iii . •'. and 
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and infefioui' Beings. AlU things, fays* J** ■* 
Saint 3f4», were made by him % and u * 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. Not any of the Heavenly 
Minffons v not any of their beauteous 
inhabitants, not any of the Seraphims 
kijd Chernbims of Glory. This the 
Learned Apoftle particularly ^flerttj 
'*£/ him, fays he, were all things created i. C ol.i.i6. 
that are in Heaven^ and that are in earthy 
vifibie and inmfible^ whether they be 
thrones^ ar dominions^ or principalities, 
or powers : All things were created by 
him: Were created by him, not in a 
Metaphorical, but literal Senfe : Nor 
by way of Reformation, but by way of 
Formation. For where ( 1 pray i) are 
the Regenerated Principalities and Pow- 
ers > Where the Recreated Thrones 
and Dominions? The good Angels 
never ftood in need of a Renovation 5 
they never degenerated from their ori- 
ginal Purity, never derived any Blemifh 
upon their excellent Beauties ;. but have 
always, from the fir ft moment of their 
Creation, unalterably mov'd in their 
Spheres of Holinefs and Glory, For 
the Evil Angels, none was ever iute&r 
ded, ' *Qo 3tfw Ayyihw im\a,fi$Uvvr<x4 jtkb.ajtf. 
He does by no means apprehend, or 
B 4 hy 
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lay hold on the Angels, as the£ are run- 
ning from him $ does not ftbp them in 
their Flight, and bring them back again ^ 
but fuffers them to run away, and 
plunge themfelves in the Everlafting 
Fire, which Sin has prepaid for them. 
Neither therefore the Good, nor Evil 
Angels have any part in the New Cre- 
ation 5 an<l confecjuencly (I fay) they 
are here affirmed by our Apoftle, to be 
the Workmanflupof his Hands in the 
Old or Firft Creation, Nay*, He is 
not only the Efficient, but alio, the Fi- 

40oLi.i& nal Caufe of all Things. * All things 
were created by him, and for him. Hun 
therefore do the Virgins, the Untain- 
ted Beings above, adore and love: 
With infinite complacency they con- 
template his Divine Beauty, and fit and 
fing in the Sun*(hine of His Glory for 
ever and ever. Him do all the amia- 
ble Companies of Heaven attend/Whfl- 
therfoever he goeth : They follow him 
with Songs of Praife in their Mouth, 
and with one Hearr, and one Vof^ ac- 
knowledge him to be the Lord. Thm 

* ty ' 4 - lu art worthy (fay they) Lord, tottceiv'e 
glory % and honour % and pouter ; for fan 

v - > haji created all things s and for tky pka- 
Jure they are, and weH treated- As at 
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firft his Almighty jR<tf made all things 
but of Nothings to has it ever fince pte* 
ferv'd them from failing inttf their* Ori- 
ginal Nothing again. He fpake the 
Word, and the World wasmade ; He 
is not yet fileni, but every; moment fu- 
ftains it by the fame Word of his Po w;- 
er. He is before all things ^ .fays the 
* fore-cited Apoftle , and by him rf///coU.i 7 . 
things confift. And in w another place, fiHdu.3. 
HeJs the brightness of his Fathers Glory, 
the exprefs image of his Perfon, and up- 
holds all things py the word qflhis power. 
Thus great is the Perfon that cotaesto ] - : * 
redeem us : Thus great the Majefty of 
Chrift our Saviour. , He is no lefs^ * t (i ' 
than Jehovah himfetf^ the Great and ^ 
Mighty God, the Omnipotent Creator 
and Preferver of all .things both in 
Heaven and Earth. He is the Lord, the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth ; the Lord 
of Men and Angels 5 the Lord of Life, 
of Joy, of Glory- 

.But ^11*364 in very Deed vduch- 
iafetodtoell wfth Men ? . Will hecotoe 
down froni. his Hjgh and My " Placet 
into the loWef parts of tlie Eartfr, aidul 
there inveft lihnfelf with the ftftferdr 
Humln Nature? Will he take^the 
4 Waq- 
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K^anboodidto ^od/ ali^uS ftrift and 
proper Serice become our Brother .> 
Yes r For^ 1 as I now. come to (hew in 

IL Place : He is Bom. Eofn this 
Day in Bethlehem, the City of David^ 
according to that of the Prophet Mi- 
sah 5 And thou Bethlehem in the land of 
1 | Jitdah^ art not the kaji among the prince f 
of Judah 5 for out of thee (hall come a 
GovernoHr i thatjhall rule mj people Ifr&eL 
He if born y fays the Angel ; He wasmadt 

•i?.i.44^A fry 5 " % l°^ n 5 an< i fr° m ^ ot ^ t ^ ie 

Nicene Fathers^. He was made Man* 
• vid.ire- And indeed that he did (whatever* €e+ 
l^l^rinthm and bisDifcipk Neflorms dream 
to the contrary) really affurne our Na- 
ture into the Unity of his Divine ^erfon ; 
and confequently is nQt only perfect 
God, but alfo per fed Man, of a reaso- 
nable Soul and Human Flefh fubfifting. 
Saint Paul afiures us in the fecond 
Chap, to the Hebrews^ v. 14. 17, For* 
afmuch^ fays he, ^as the Ghildrm were par* 
takers of Flejb dwl Bloody he.at/bt himfelf 
ttJ(ewfe partook of the fame : And, He 
became in all things likg to b& Brethren. 
The CircutnftaDces of pis Life, as they 
are delivered to us by his Apoftles.and 
* K - "£van> 
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Rnigeltife, domdubitably deno*0w* 
the fame Troth. Hd*:re*fed &*$}<># 

btbadoa\j&f bis ; HuinRiH$fc :> tf e, as 
to All Divine Nature, bymfc/abfohitely 
pctfeft* arid «*<irijr Jq^bJr .^Ira* 

gred an4fWrftBdLiWJ|SiW^a^tBni;fakifc| 
affitfted and* fowo^ful j yea,, fpf rowful, 
as Ik tells in fafaftif, *vefcwno Death. 
Bat theTe things,; (as 4^£«fe**tf, (adnn . 
'SV-Cjril, and f Datftafcene obferve ) finmod 5. 
evinced beyond allf)bffibilky of .pjn-jjjjj"- 
tradiftion, that he tobkuponr jriaj, the* i*fidc*' 
whole Human Nature with aU its^affi- oithod<»« 
00s and Infirmities, Sin only excepted. * 
Laftly, He fubjedred hilnfelf .to Death* 
£ a. to a Separation of his Soul fropa the 
Body, Which therefore tanft before have 
bean united, and confequeutly our Lord 
tniivery Deed been 'jjerfett Man. 

;How poweiflilly then did rite God 
^tluaWbridvihe^rinw^lbe^pwr, 
er *>f the Air,: • w<fii m thofe CMWrffl 
oBDoobpdiaiice sthd lnfid*iitfci#frf«fo» * 
Afcjftr, zti6 tApo&natfr, fnfeen ibf^Wiq 
firft denied; tbc Re»l'tlf of flujr i^rds 
Human Body; ^andiCoe-k^e^pojl'd^Hn 
akewtfe. of &• tvirioijat Soul ? Aks4 

If 
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If thefe Heretical Tenants be true, how 
is Mankind totally and compkatly Re- 
• :■■'■ . deemed > Nay, how are we poor Sin- 
ners, redeem'd at alt? He redeemed, 
fay the Ancients troty, that only, rtbicb 
be Affumdt, what be 404 tuft Ajjume, thtt 
be ad not Redeem. If then the firftbe 
true, he did not Redeem our Bodies : 
IF the fecobd; he did not Redeem our 
Souls: If bofti,< {andJwny not both, if 
.!..:- one) He Redeem'd neither Bodies nor 
s Souls, and consequently die NewX36- 

.s' venant is entirely Annihilated, and the 
whole Oeconomy of the Gofpel, (*I 
tremble to fpeak it) 4 Fable, a Ro- 
mance, an idle Story, Nothing. .Bat 
the Humanity, ( I fay ) as well as the 
Divinity of bur Lord, is fo fully and 
dearly difplay'd by his Apoftlea and 
Evadgelifts, 1 that it could not (bine with 
a greater -Light, thoV'twas written with 
the united Rays of all the Stars and 
Planeftin Heaven. Fatber, fays He, up. 
on tne'Xfrow, inutby Hand* I commend 
my Spirk - Bo* what Spirit, 1 pray, was 
this? Thtt'w&oh in bis granger Y^ata 
incrcas'd n(as you have heard J in Wif- 
dom and 1 Knowledge, which afterwands, 
upon the ' Apprehemions of his ap- 
proaching -Sufferings, was exceeding 

farrow- 
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fbrrowful, even unto Deaths and 
which confeauently could not be an un- 
intelligible, unconceivable Spirit, a' 
Spirit without a Mind 5 but Rational, 
Reflecting, Intelligent, and in all things, 
(its own diftingnilhing Perfections ex- 
cepted^ like thofe of other Men. . Han- 
dle me, and fee me, fays *he to his affirigh- 1 jj* a .. 
ted Difciples, /«• 4 <fy&# fof* MS J%ft 3 * 
and bones, a$ ye fee me have. Here, you 
fee^ our Lord appeals to the Senfes of 
his Apoftles for the Reality of his Body. 
That his Refurrection-Body, though al- 
tered in its Qualities, did ftill retain its 
Nature : That 'twas the very felf fame 
Body, which in the Days of his Humi- 
fiatiob hungred and thirfted, was 
weary and faint, bruis'd and wounded, 
buffeted, fpit upon, and fcourg'd, and 
atlaft underwent the molt painful and 
ignominious Death of the Grofs; which 
therefore (as ins Enemies could fuffici- 
ently witnefs> could not be a Phantafti- 
cal Body, a Body only of Air, fuch as 
Spirits are fuppos'd. to take fometimes 
upon them, but a Body: of Flelh and 
Bones; a^Real Human Body. 

, Now' then how. ranft our Senfes be 
confdurided, bur Hnderffendings fcalt- 
«: ^ ter'd, 
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ter'd, ojib»thder heightned, to fee him 
mwU into the harrow* Jtafdfes. of tfte 
Wop^i^hofittdthiipw the Circle of 
the C«t h, ttafd; the Inhabitants thcreqf 
arp as Gftlhofr»rs, ^}ib ftfetyhethiQuS 
the>Heuiehs*fce a CQftrtajn; and fpitaa^ 
etfatftiemow ias * Vent -•*© dwell in 2 
. -r , f ^Tfyfi&r. tniwibtve. aJ;Beginnmg \atWt 
'. a^WDfc^dotM of .Time, who&^ria-i 
per Conofaenfattiiojfcitljie Days ofcEter- 
nitje > r )To &e>h'un etqathed with the 
Infintiitf&'&fitm Bitot, whofeis the 
Gred?nefe,i aunt the Bower, and the 
Gfoflyy amdirtne Vi<3oty, a^dthe Majw 
ftp Foe ever* <To fee him bomditf 
Swadling-ttaaths by die Hand* pt/MS 
Mother,' wbohim&tf buida; thafweei 
Influence? df Pleitdtt, and ldofttb the 
lands of 0**^ To fee ham canSe* 
in die; Arms, ©f bi*(hlurie, who mflketh. 
the Clouds his Chanat; and comet flar- 
ing upon ihe \¥ings of the Wind 4 
Here, £ I fay ) isjai Sdcneof Ocace and 
, Love dpei>W, - which -{be intelligences 
may totMsmplate, but never cannteing 
£rihetfdi ~\ Mere is <a Candefcenfcnr£> 
infinitely endearing; that one would 
think it fhould for ever bind our Souls 
fiaft to Him in the foft and chamring 
Fetters of Love: For did Hechufetbc 
-i Angela 
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Angels and Archangels, Thrones, Do- 
minions; ; Pfinfcipalities, afntf Powen, 
that let fall their Crowns, for the OV 
jefts 6f his Mercys? No.; He paft bf 
all thtfe ! ( : once) unpafallePd Beau-; 
ties of t?tie UjW^WoridVto bettor 
upon 16ft MkpkincF his Everlafting 
Favour*/' But, What is Man, that God 
is thus mindful of him > Or the Son of 
Man, that he fo regarded* him > TQiat 
is Man, that he Jhould be preferM be- 
fore Cherubim and Seraphim , and 
of all the Sons of God, that finn'd, 
be fingkd out for the Objeftof Divine 
Mercy and Pity } He is maJe> as the 
Pfalmift tells us, lowsr than the Angels. 
Their Nature is Spiritual* Exalted, 
and Glorious: But Man dwells in a 
Houfe of Clay 3 and his Foundation 
is in the Duft* They were created 
Inhabitants of the Courts above 5 
the pure undefiled Manfions of Light 
and Glory: But Mans Lot and In- ' 
heritance is in thtfe Lower and Dar- 
ker Regions, this Sink and Sediment 
of the Creation, among the Beafta 
thatperifta. They are rajs'd above the 
Laws of Mortality : But Man is forc J d 
to acknowledge, that Corruption is 
his father, and the Worm his Mother 

and 



~a^j Sifter.,. ;fJer* theo^aftly, is ~£ 
lS^nifeftatipn of fuch Teqdernefe an4 : 
Ccwqpai^ont ajig.abon^ant Eutpujrage* 
mantto $) M?» everywhere to, Re-. 
gent : For what (pan no^ . feperate u$ 
from, the. Love/oJT Co4,^| ilp, who 
fpar'd not hisawaSpn, ipp g^iye him. 
tip for us all, how {haljt/henot withhitp* 
freely give us dV.-^%^:orlk»:wi)0 : 
(p^ not^fqp^f, but, when he wm 
in Ine. Former ; Mature of : God, ancjf 
tbdpgbt jt^Elpbbery to be equal with 4 

but took upon him the Form or .Nature] 
of a Servant, and was made in die 
Likenefs of Men. He who dfeyfc $ Veil 
over his Effential Glories, an4 cloath'd 
himfdf with FleQi for the Sajvatipnof 
Mankind, He, who became febne of 
our Bones, and Flelhof ourFlefh, that, 
by the (hedding of his moft ; prepioa» 
Blood, he might purchafe our ELedemp. 
ticn, and reconcile us to his Father* 
He 5 ( I fay ) who did all t^efe thingSj 
for us, and that too, when f .we;were: 
yet in our Blood, wallowmgin the 
loathfome filthinefs of Sin, Enemies ta 
God, and Cp- heirs with Satan of Eter- 
nal Damnation, can certainly now de- 
ny as nothing. Now ihen ( I JT^/ wc; 

fa, \ % " /«• 
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are fare, that God bath reconciled all 
things to himfelf * that all out Sins* 
now. many and heinous foever, will,; 
Upon pur Repentance, be done away? 
That the Holy Child Jefus. hath made 
Peace between Heaven and Earth, be- 
tween his Father and Sinners, between 
Men and Angels, and open'd the Gates 
of the Heavenly Jerufatem, that all Peo- 
ple, Nations, and Languages, may en- 
ter in. And furely this ( as the Angel 
tells us ) is good Tidings indeed 5 Ti- 
dings of great, unfpeakable Joy to all 
the Nations of the World. 

The Year of Releafe indeed, the 
Year of Jubilee* was a time of publick 
Joy 5 and greater yet was the Exaltation 
and Triumph, when the Captives had 
Liberty by Royal Proclamation to re- 
turn from Babylon. When the Lord , £3*1.3,1. 
lays the Pfalmift, turned again the cap* rf* »«& 
titrity of Sion t then were we Uk$ unto 
them that dream. Then was our mouth 
fiffd with laughter , and our Tongue with 
Joy. But yet there is no Proclamation, 
no Voice, no Tidings like this of the 
Heavenly Menenger. Unto you is born 
a Saviour. For if a Redemption from 
Secular Pains and Drudgeries, from 
€ the 
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*" the Wrerya and Afflkftidns of a Hkmh 
posal Captivity^ from the Oppreffioh* 
afid Tyrannical fanpofitions of s Marf 
w^pfoBreath vras so his Noftril^ ituiti 
who- therefore was nothing to feeuac* 
eountedi of, jnflly demanded -the 
SotoiBiV moft Bifatefni, and joyous 
Gcn^embrations of the Sons <tflfr*th 
Tfecnleeuirinly to tK^teliro'd from that 
great i 'Att^wok, or f>eftroyer, die 
Prioct tjf i Darkneft, from the* Ufwpa* 
tions-of our Lufts, from the imperious 
and (doip^eertBg Bjftates of v*t ?*&* 
ons, from not only the Powerand^Oo- 
minion, but alfo from the Guilt and 
PdniOtani* of Sib, and oonfcqwntly 
from -dye Wrath of God, arid frdrathe 
Everiafting Burnings : To be deliretfd 
{Ifajr) from all thefe (and from alt 
tbtfeoor Lord is come to deliver m ) 

. T moft defisrvedly tails for the nevdr aeaP 
: ing. Returns of the moft exalted" Ofti 
titucle, for an tmiverfal JuWtottom and 
Eeftwal throughout all the Nadbw4f 
the Earth. And indeed after this, tian- 
per "hare 'the Saints been always affefleol 
whh the -JConfid«ation of this Mercys, 
Abraham -fa«r it only at a Diftafice^ 

(«)7»6.Er.«ndyet.^a?v>3kt(jeM'oi (*) faysowpLord* 

••5* hrnjo^tck, he exalted* he triomph'd 

>fil O to 
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to behold it. And the Patriarchs 
wcte fupporfied by it w all their 
Troubles : Tfcey gladly waited for 
il^ljght, the*' they tbemfelves were fur- 
leuaded with Parknefs. But when 
tfte Bleffed Virgw was inform' d by an ' 
Aflgel o£ ils nearer approach: That 
theDty fcegag to, dawn, when the Son 
gi God would come $ and He, who is 
Wghtf 3 by afluming to himfelf of her 
Subftance ait Human Body, fo mag- 
nifie Her, that all Generations fbotild 
call her Bleffed, how was her Heart 
fiJTd with Transports/ and her Tongue 
with Joy } She could not contain it 
within her Breaft, but it fiam'd out in 
thefe Glorious and Seraphick Strains 
of Devotion * My Saul doth Magvi- Luk# 4 
fy the Lord, and my Spirit hath re- 

Xd in Gad my Saviour. Old Za- 
i*r, wh^fe Houfc was firft blefs'd 
;fh this Divine Magnificat, was after- 
wards himfelf fo ravjtfh'd with the Cupe 
Contemplation, tlj# his inlpir'd SquI 
(byUoot gr^efully tp reflect upoBi his 

Kfippal Mercy * . ( his Tongue being 
t»'d after n&e Mwtbs Silence Ji but * 
iHftaedy Ifcqnded up to ] Heaven in 
Hytrm and pRtiCes for this Univerfal 
..... 6 * fikfc 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20 Sermon ifa ^Pirfi. 



Bleffing. Bletfed f fays 'he) & flfe 
Lord God of Jfiael; for Be hcith vifited 
and redeemed hk people. And hath 
rais'dup a might} Salvatiott for ns 9 iHAhe 
Houfe of his Servant David. * Nay, 
when God was this Day rifanififcftfed iri 
the Flelb, the kind Spirits aiboveinftru* 
Cbed us how to receive him. One of 
them (as you havefeen ) immediately 
took wing, and cldath'd with amazing 
Light and Splendour, carried the glad 
Tidings to the humble Shepherds 5 
which he had no fooner deliver'd, but 
fuddenly the Glory increas'd , and 
there was with him a Multitude of 
the Heavenly Hoft praifing God, and 
faying, Glory to God in the Highefi, and 
on Earthy Veace , Good Will toward* 
Mm. Heaven and Earth go hand in 
hand together : Angels and Men joyn 
in Confort j and for the unfathomable^ 
iriyfterious, incdmprehfcnfible Mercy of 
this Day, unanimoufly Rejoyce and 
Sing, and make Melody with theft 
Voices to the Lofd. Strike in then, my 
Pious Brethren , with thefe happy 
Quires $ atad in like manner give Glo- 
ry, and Honour, and Thanks to the 
Holy dhild JeftW: Welcom him into 
the World with Anthems and Allelu- 

jah's 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Sermon the Firft. 21 



jah's, and fing and fpeak Praifes unto 
the Lord. Welcom him in the way , 
that he likes beft 5 not in Rioting and 
Drankeqnefs, not in Chambering and 
Wamonnefs , ( as the manner of too 
many is ) for tbefe things his Soul ha- 
tpth: But in relieving his poor Breth- 
ren, in attending upon the Sacred 
Offices, of his Church, in comnjemo- 
Tating his Infinite Love at hi<r Holy 
Supper; and by all the Expreffions 
of Chriftian Joy, of Chart and Ra- 
tional Deiights. This he requires at 
your Hands by his Evangelical Pro* 
phet. Sing, fays he, ye Heaven*, tf<M4*3 
jheut ye lower parts of the Earth : 
Break forth into finging ye Maun* 
tains r Borrefi , and every Tree there* ^ 
in / fir the Lord hath' redeemed 
Jacobs and . glorified kimfelf in lfrael. 
And again, Break, forth into Joy^ chap. 52. 
fing together ye waft places of JerH+*-9> lQ - 
falem : for the Lord bath comfor- 
ted his people 9 he hath redeemed Jemfa* 
lem. The Lord bath made bare his Holy 
Arm in the Eyes of all the Nations, and 
all the Ends of the Earth {hall fee the Sal- 
vation of our God. 

C 3 To 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



22 Sermon thePirfi. 



To conclude: Ther$ are (you know) 
in the bright Manfions above, feveral 
Orders of Intelleflual Beings, whofe 
Beauties infinitely out-fhipe the Son, 
even in its Meridian; Glory : And yet, 
their Splendours fas excellent as they 
are) fall*rafpeakably fhort of the Gto- 
ries of Human Nature. Tin? in its my- 
fterious Union with the Perfon of the 
Son of God, (bines with fuch Luftte, 
even to Cherubitns and Seraphims, •that 
thofe moft glorioiB and ftrong-fighted 
Intelligences are fore'd to veil their Fa- 
ces with their Wings, and to divert th^ 
infupportabie Glory. The Higheft 
Heb.t.*. Orders of Angels f I fay J began this 
Day, and have ever fince continud to 
adore onr Nature in the Perfonal Union 
of the Godhead wkh the Humanity. 
They Caft their Crowns Ijefore the 
Throne, and worfhtp the &%d*Qp»'7t@^ 
who (its thereupon, and reigneth for 
ever and even Let us not then debafe 
. that Nature, which theSon of God hath 
fo highly exalted : Let us not defile it 
through any Uftcteanneft, which the 
Holy Jefus hath rendred purer than the 
Angels, and brighter than the Seraphim. 
But fince he graciously condefcends to 
<- ^ - : • * : be- 
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become our Head, and to make us Bone 
of his Bone, and Flefh of his Fle(h, let 
us never prefume to take his Members, 
and make them the Members of an Har- 
lot 5 but be infinitely careful to pre- 
ferve them always in San&ification and 
Honour: That at his Second Coming, 
when he (hall appear from Heaven at* 
tended with all his Glorious Retinue of 
Holy Angels, we may awake up after his 
Likenefs, and appear with him in Glory. 
Amen. 



C 4 8ER- 
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SERMON II. 



TT"^ ^T^. T-— "' . fr 

Acts 26. 1 

JiF%7 fhcdd it be thought a 
thing incredible with yon\ 
that God fhould raife the 



THere is qo Article of the Chri- 
ftian Faith, that has encountred 
greater Difficulties froth all forts 
of Men, than this of the RefurredHon. 
The 'Heathens generally oppos'd it 
with all the eagernefs imaginable 5 de- 
claring it to be not only neetflefc and in- 
convenient, but abfolutely impoffible. 
Aw«| fain®. S*, 5 &> <&Wk, fays 
{xyJEfcfyl*, If heft a Man is once flumes 
©f<w, there km returning to Life again. *• 
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f*J"Nat- (a) Pliny reckons it amongft thofe 

??&Ub: tWngs, which (in his Opinion) fait 

7. c. 5$ . not within; ( thr>Sp|wMh ofvtlie J^v're 

ppioipotoflce. 3? and ll/|efqfe jie £ffeet# 

it no better than Delirancy or Madnefs 

for any Man to believe it Origen's 

Antagonist is'of the fame mind: *©&f? 

fixtJiererni 5 ©63?, a« 2W<wau. *Tis a 

(b) orig. thing (fays«(£) he) wAwA God wither wiff t 

coot, celt wr M0 fc -Tn« jFcip/ fMiatever was 

2 4 o. 5 kS'. their Belief either before or forae time 

cantab. a f ter the o^in^ of qurlWgi do now 

(t)Sytng. (as (V) Bjp$fc>r/ informs us ) believe it 

Me. k hm by halves . the Bodys^on^ly of the 

Jaft in then Opinion bfogjo t&fcagain, 

whereas the Wicked fink dowi> $ody 

and Soul into everlafHng *^€)brrvion. 

(i)Ub. u(d) Irenaus and (e) St. Aujiitt tells us, 

fO P Ubde' That in the Pr ' muive Times » Sim0 * 

fMcr, M«w«V#i ijjptfrs, aft&o&tf H|re- 

iicks denytd it: And I witoi copld not 

fey, thaft&ofeDiftttrl*w<tf *e<Cb*r*b 

of God* <aod Enemies to&iaTrutb,' .«# 

(bill live ftmopgft »» »n i\mS«tiph&v>.i*& 

(fisutbt Quakers.; n BK. (/)• ktftfof *hefe\<to 

S"* 1 " ppfitlvelsMdeiiy it j .and tfceugb A© 

Sa?i 2 7 former dc^tofcal^ayftaefilaf^ ©pen feft? 

ViVZu ftUky agaiuft it, yef tbey do always 

»*.*dh. ^ baf^y bw*y,it>IJiey eaert tta 

utmoft 
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utmoft ftrengtb of their lne*rni«g and 
Rarta, to undermine Its Foundations $ 
to Invalidate chofe Texts which fnpport 
and maintain it j interpreting thfem all* 
tboogh sever fo plain and fuH, of the 
feft R.«fuM<*iot, or of.tbeRfltore&fc 
om from tlw. Death of Sin totneiifeof 
Once, in Ibort, they feetn to be of 
HjmtutKt and PbHdw's Religion, who 
(ay, That the Refuriedion is paft 
already. 

And yet that this Quefh'an of Our 
Apoftle -is very proper, rational, and 
pertinent, and every way worthy the 
Wifidom and Learning of its great Au- 
thor, will evidently appear from thefe 
three Confiderattons. 

i. Thatthe Principles and Tenents of . - 
the moft eminent and learned PagMs : •• 
thetnfelves, do render the Dpftrine of 
the Reftrrre&ion credible. 

a. That the Divine Oracles do expref- 
ly aflertit. And, 

3. That the Divine Power is able to 
eftebit. The firftand laft of thefe will 
top the Mouths of fuch as Fefigr was, 
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theGentitti; the fecond and laft of fuch 
as Jgrippa, and fomcof the Corinthians, 
thcapbelieving^wjrandrtri/iMwx. For 
fince *he Principles and Tenents of the 
wifeft Pagans thetnfelves do favour it, 
fince God in his Reveal'd Will hath ex- 
prefly promised it, fince he, r who hath 
promis'd, is able to perform it, vfo 
Jbould it bethought a thing incredible, with 
Gentiles, Jews, or Chriftians, That 
Godjboftld raife the Dead ? 

Firft then : This Queftion of our 
Apoftle, is very proper, rational; and 
pertinent , becaufe the Principles and 
Tenents of the tnoft eminent and learn- 
ed Pagans thetnfelves do render the 
Doftrine of the Refurre&ion credible. 
The BLgyptians, Pythagoreans, and Pla- 
te) Coot, tonifis ( fays (g) Origen) were of 
911.1.$. p. opinion; That after a certain Revolu* 
* 4S * tion of Years , all things in this lower 
World , mould , together with the 
Stars and Planets , be reduced to their 
firft and primitive Order : The Face 
of the Earth be renew'd into the fame $ 
the fame Flowers, Plants, and Herbs 
grow and flourifh in the Fields 5 the 
Beafts all return into their former Cir- 
cumftances 5 and each Man in every 
1 . Punctilio 
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Punctilio live over his Life again. But 
how this could be without a Refurreai- 
on of all and every Individual Perfon, 
Beaft, Herb, Plant, and Flower, 'tis 
impoflible to conceive. The 
(b) fame Author, with many CtJ tftro fupri 

other, does further inform us, g*Si.Bfc2t 
That the Stokks maintained or.cont.Grzc.p.143. 
the fame Opinion, and mat f^'c.* v e Jf** 
with this remarkable Improve- n^V.1' 15. $«*. 
toent and Addition, That this £*• *& ' "• c * *** 
n«A^W« *fr «*», (as wt+VSLS*. 
M. Antoninus calls it) this Re- 3°,i*(»)c<»fel»i*- 
generation or Refurreafon of ^MMA 
all things, lhould happen af- *?• « car. Com. 
ter an Univerfal Conflagration. EJt*- *"• °* 
'Twas anciently the Belief of 
the (*) Scythians •, Germans^ and Omfr, as 
well as of the Pythagoreans and P/tfo- 
*#* 5 and 'tis alfo ftill an Opinion ge- 
nerally receiv'd amongft the Oriental 
Pagans, and divers other Countries, 
That when the Body dies, tb.e Soul im- 
mediately enters into another Body; 
But I would willingly learn, Why the 
Soul is not as capable of centring and 
re-animating its own Body, as of 
poiTeffing and informing another. IF 
it be faid, that the Incapacity lies not 
in the Soul, but in the Body, becaufe 

• its 
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its Part* perhaps are putrify'd and 
corrupted, or dry VI and maul- 
derVl. toto Duft tod Alfeesj This 
Difficulty, (as you (hall fee by and 
by s in its proper place) will be ea- 

•'• ■■ ' <t*rely> taken away , if we confider, 
,' v! how '. this wonderful Work, will be 

'.-..'iV.e&aed: That 'twill not be by Na- 
, tore oj Second Caufes, but by the 

*4°«W4ofioitt aod (O wwofittoolaWe Pow. 

^ * er of the tnoft High. Nay, that moft 
tearoed Roman \ Htftv./C* be ii 

- oudted by St. Auftm* d* Civ. Dei, 

■!;'// fi£. ?p. C«/>» 28. ) ; tefls «9 of foaW 

• ... ) .Aftrologers , that they did exprefly 
" s ' aflert^he ftefurrecYion of the feme 
Body ; and chat ie (bouid be reunt- 
ted to ks ©wo Soul four, hirodred and . 
fovty Years after their Separation. 
Vivgpl informs us from the Ancient^ 
That' tnaoy of thofe Souls, which 
dwell to 1 the happy Groves of ElyfiV 
um, after a Thoufand Years Con- 
yerfatfon there, (hall be fcnt back iOf 
lo this World , and return into Hur 
tsan :6edttes. But. how near a kin 
X I pray) is this to the Cbriftiaa 
Oodrirte, which aflurea us, That 
the Saints will at the laft Day come 
down from Heaven , after a long 
• Sepa* 
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Separation and Divorce, to re-ehtef 
their glorious and immortal Bodies^ 
In (hort, I do not fee, how the groP 
feft of the Atomical Philofophers 
th&mfet'fes, can be excufed for their In- 
fctelity in this. Point. Even ' thtf?-?£.»M(0 
Men, if they win but* ftand to thei? - r < « ,f : 
d*m PrradpkS) can be no Enemies to* 
4 &e&rr*£rton:< For if by theft)** 
ttritous Coheowfe of -Atoms, playing 
as<l toying up and down in an trm 
menfe Space , the World and all 
things m k weir at firft made ; Why; 
i^hen the fome World is; according to 
Cheir Hypothecs, di(folv"d, and its 
Atoms all ■ floating : again in ft 
Vacuum as before , they fkmld not 
each of them \of the very fame 'Chanel 
tnckiry hit upon their Kindred Atoms' 
and a* length combine together into 
their fomwr Bodies, no Man cat! 
imagine. Hst% fuch Confiderartons as 
t&tfe, (1f what f/) fV/>w, and rp Nat. 
fm) Saint Bitrom fay, he true ) ™ J*^; 7 * 
obng'd Detocritm and Epicurus thzmfiCmjcm. 
fclves to acknowledge it. jTlrasJJJ^ 
dyefri dots this Qpeftton of ou* : Apo- alt cap^ 
ftfce appear tote very proper, rational; '• 
andpertinentv from the Principles and ' ,0 "V'J$ 
Tencnts of tte moft eminent ami learn- 1 • *.-„i 
'•••■• ed -'-'a 
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ed Pagan/ .themfelves, which render 
the Dodrine of the Refurre&ion credi- 
ble, itwilifo, 

2. if > we consider ; That the Di* 
(gm&y yme Oncks do exprefly affert it t 
51C3I When the Son of Man ( fays (n) our 
Lord) $<</£• <w»e in, his Glory, sued 
all the Holy Angels with.him> then JbaU 
be fit upon the Throne of his Ghry. 
And before him jhatt be gather d all Na- 
tions 5 and he (haU feparate them one front 
another, as a Shepherd divideth the Sheep 
from the Goats. Here is an. Universal 
Appearance of all Mankind before the 
^Tribunal of their Judge, to receive the 
Things done in the Body, according 
to that they have done, whether 
it be Good or Bad. For that this 
Judgment is to pafs upon all in their 
Bodies, he declares beyond all ex- 
ception in the 5th of St. John, v, a8, *9» 
the Hour Js coming , (feyshe)//* the 
tehkb, all that are in the Graves /ball hear. 
' the Voice of, the Son of God, and JhaU 
come forth 5 they that have done Go0i 
unto the Refuxrehion of Ufe t, and thejn 
. - that have done Evil, unto the Refhrretfiv* 
(i)Vetr«nof Damnation. For, as a very Learn- 
cSa%g ed (') Prelate of our own has irrefraga* 
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My provd* and ( /> ) SUchfingivs him- ft) into- 
ftlf is forced to confefs, thefe Words c,mu 
cannot poffibly be understood of a 
Spiritual Refarredion, of of : a Re- 
furre&ion only from the Graves of 
Ignorance and Impiety. St. Paul is 
likewife much upon this Subjeft. In 
his firft Edible to the Corinthians, he 
glorioufly difcourfeth throughout a 
whok Chapter, of its Certainty, Uni- 
tferfality, and Tremendous Circum* 
dances .• And in the Fourth Chapter of 
his Firft Epiftle to the Thefalonians, 
he refumes and defcants with' equal 
Triumph upon the fame Topick* 
What St. Paul thus foretold, St. John 
Mad the Honour to behold in a Vifiort. 
I faipp the Dead ( fays ( q ) he ) Small (i) R«mo. 
and Great, Band Before God. And the 12 * 1 * 
Sedgave up the Bead, which were in it $ 
dnd Death and Hett deliver d up the 
Dead, ribicb were in them ; and they 
were judged every one according to their 
Work?. That afflicted Servant of God, 
the Holy fob, plainly inftru&ed the 
Jews in this points many Ages before*, 
by the Pen of Mofes. I hpow (fays 
(r) he that my Redeemer liveth, ahd( r ) a p.i 9 . 
that he /ball fraud at the latter daf upon 
III Barth. And though after my Sk*» 
D Worms 
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fcWms defirytbk Bad*, yet in my Flejb\ 
(ball I fee God: whomlfbaU fee for my 
felf, and mine Eyes Piatt behold, and hop 
another $ though my Reini he confnmed 
within me. For thefe Words ( how- 
ever Ototim and fome others, are wil- 
ling to underftand them ) do, I con* 
ceive with St. Hierom, and the Ancients, 
- and the generality of Orthodox and 
Learned Writers of thefe later Ages, 
manifeftly rile above the Reftauration 
of his Temporal Felicity, to the Joys 
and Triumphs of his Glorious Refur- 
re&ion. In a Word, The Holy Scrip- 
tures do fo frequently, as well in the 
Old as New Teftament, deliver this Do- 
ctrine, That we muft either deny 
them to be the Word of Cod, or ac- 
knowledge he has fufficiently declar'd, 
that the RefurrecVion is the determinate 
purpofe of his Will. Which being fo, 
we are fure likewife in the 

3d Place, That this Queflion of 
our Apoftle is very Proper, Ra- 
tional, and Pertinent, becaufe as 
the Divine Will determines it , fo 
the Divine Power is able to effeft 
it. And indeed, that Man, who thinks 
otherwife, muft needs entertain very 

poor 
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poor and unworthy Conceptions of 
his Maker : For can any thing be too 
bard for him, (*) who hath meafurd^m.^. 
the Waters in the Hollow of bit ■•• 
Hand , and nteeted out Heaven tritb 
a Span y and comprehended the Duft 
of the Earth in a Meafitre , and 
weigh' d the Mountains in Scales, and 
the EiOs in a Balance > For him, 
who/e immortal Spirit is in all 
things.- Efientially prefent both to 
the Habitations of the Living, and 
alio to the Darkfom Receptacles and 
Dormitories of the Dead ? For Him, 
who knows our Divided, as well as 
United Particles; and diftinguimeth 
all the Dufts and Atoms of our Sub* 
ftance, as they lye under their various 
Difguifes in the Wildernefi of Forms 5 
For htm, whom Vacuity or Emptinefs 
it felf obey'd 5 at his Command bring- 
ing forth of its Fruitlefe and bar* 
renWomb, fach a multitude of Be- 
ings, as none, but Himfelf , can num- 
ber? Can any thing (I fry) be too 
hard for Him, who is thus irrefiftable 
in Power, and in Knowledge infinite ? 
Far be it from Chriftians to think <&> 
meanly of their God .• The very Hea- 
thens will ftand up, and teach them a 

Da better «■ 
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better Lefon. l$&ll eft,; qmd Deut 
eMcete mu pffit, & juidem fine ulh 
Labors fays their Orator; and their 
Poet,'- -."•<• 

*£l ita-rep tif^tkqt JtfQF/Svi, ■ ^pjrwn 
'iinwerw.'' JA ' ••- '" • "- :V - ■ 



I.: 



• The- Sence - of boith whjdh. is in fcht 

0)m. kttguageof (>) Holy W?ir, ; Tie 

XL 9 - „ £m* UffyttbvfW' tfc EariB, ! Zfr * 

"* 35< uiMetfkr atohe M Otis. He itith* 9* 

eor&hgtohk Will, hi tBe Armies iff fft'i- 



fafc^^dies^rejurrfd into P f utr'e- 
faftUiU, «>r draiiibled into Dnftr.and 
made thefportand paftinieoFthe'Wiiidi 
and Whirlwinds* * Nay, tnongK' their 
P»tictes areai!<It?(Jafcted ; from one ano- 
tte^iated'lye^Wef'd^d difperstfup 
itA dowtain! <fiffej^<£uarters of the 
Earth j yetcata'Godi'whoiseqaallypre. 
knap* them di^rtfoft eaffly gather them 
op with hfeHaHdv and rinke them tm- 
der the -fame Vital Wtacftflcs again. "' 

h ■'■■}-. iJL.v. . ••-'.• . u ?<: , , . , =-'..; 
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Of this we carry Evidence enough, 
even in ourownBofoms : It being as. 
eafy to conceive the Reformation of 
our Bodies at the laftDey, as their 
.Formation at. fir ft in the (acred Cto- 
fets of the Womb. For how were 
their parts Oiganiz'd, ami FaftYtonld, 
their Bones ftretcht out and knit toge- 
ther, and wrought over with the un- 
imitable Embroydery of Skin, Sinews* 
Veins and Arteries? The Contempla- 
tive Prophet could, after die uftnofr 
Scrutiny * give no account at all of this! 
matter s, but wasfordd to CO cohfefs>y t » Pfai. 
that this Knowledge was too' wonder i J9 . 
ful and excellent for him, and thai he 
'could not. attain unto it. Nay, this 
would fhine with . irrefiftabte Clarity 
and BrVghtncfs into our SoUfe, if we 
would acquaint our' fclnes with, ami 
ferioqfly coqfider the wonderful Pro* 
ductions and Operations of Nature; 
The Bdtaniftf reckon about Six thou* s» m. 
fand kinds of Vegetables, that adorn *g[£ 
the Surface, of the Earthy and in wbat««TN«. 
bulky, huge, fta^endous Subftances^'feiJ.** 
do many of them arife } They grow, 
andareftrong) yea, their lofty Heads 
afcend into the Heaven, and theBeafts 
D 3 of 
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of the Field have (hadow under them, 
and the Fowls of the Air fix theii 
Habitations, and dwell among theii 
Branches. But are thefe immenfe, tall 
prodigious Bodies produced out of 
fuch defpicable, fmall, unlikely Prin- 
ciples by the Agency of Second Caufes; I 
and can we think it impoifible* for tbe 
immediate Power of God, to reproduce 
our Bodies out of the fame matter 
they were constituted with before? 
The Swallows at the Beginning of Win- 
ter, retire by multitudes into the Dufty 
Beds, where they lie clofe, and fleep 
together in their Chaos, till hear- 
ing the Voice of returning Nature at 
the Spring, they awake out of their 
dead Sleep, and take Wing, and 
fly among the Fowls of the Air 
again. The Leadftnte is of fo won- 
derful a Nature , that it not only 
draws to it felf a folid, maflic Body 
of Steel , but likewife if this Steel 
be ground to Powder, and that 
Powder fcatter'd up and down, and 
buried in a lump of Clay, it will , 
if gently mov'd upon the Superficies 
of the Cake , attract into a Lump all 
thofe Dulls fo ftrangely buried and 
difpers'd. Merauy, though mortify'd 

into 
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into a thonfand Shapes, will aflume 
its own again, and return into its 
Numerical Self. And ( which is more 
wonderful yet ) die Chymifts affure 
us , That the Forms of Things are 
kept invifible in Store , though the 
Materials of them be never Co much 
altered , and that by vertue of thofe 
Forms, the things themselves will be 
reftor'd to their former Being 5 which 
theyxmake good by an Experiment now 

Srown common in the World. But 
oes Nature thus preferve from the 
Jaws of Corruption 5 and is the Hand 
of the God of Nature (hortned , that 
it cannot fave ! Can (he reftore Life, 
and Motion, and Wing to fenfelefs 
Matter $ and cannot the Almighty 
command our dead Bodies to revive 
and live again > Can Nature to our 
Amazement, recollect the fcatter'd, dif- 
fyers'd Atoms into one Body ? And 
cannot He, from whom (he derives all 
herPoweri reunite our eftrang'd and 
divided Particles? Can the Sons of 
Art call forth thofe Forms, which 
feem to be utterly deftroy'd, and 
caufe them to rife up even from 
their A(hes, in their Verdant Beauty 
aqd Colours: And cannot the Voice 
D4 Of 
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of Cod fummon our cakind Atoms 
from their various Receptacles, and com- 
mand them to ftand up in their primitive 
Shapes again? 

If it be obje&ed , That our Bodies 
may not only be corrupted and putri- 
fy'd, or difpers'd and fcatter'd into 
fcveral Quarters of the Earth 3 but 
fome parts of them likewise in their 
Rang of Transformation, became Food 
to other Human Bodies ; St. Au$i* 
attempts to folve the Difficulty thus. 
W^civ-xhe Particles of that Body, (fays(r) 
c. 20. ' 2 *' be ) which through Famine or any other 
Caufe decays apd fades, are not anni- 
hilated, but evaporated into the Air, 
where, though invifible and loft to u?, 
they are every one of thecn difcern'd 
and diftinguifb'd by the Allrfeeing Eye 
of God* Though therefore through 
want of thefe Particles, ope Body may 
be forc'd at prefent to borrow Nutri- 
ment from fome p?rts of another Hu- 
man Bqcly, yet when God (hail re- 
ftore thefe evaporated Particles to theii: 
own Bpdy»that Body wiU.then be able to 
fpare, wd> faithfully return the parts, 
which it bfcnjqw'd w its necellity > to 
their own Body* But with alj due Qe- 
, .1 ference 
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ference to the Leaning an$ PHty of 
this aruly excellent and raoft worthy 
Father, I do not take this to be fatijfa- 
ftory : That Body, which at the Re- 
fturredioo, (hall confift in a great mea- 
gre of fucb Parties of matter, as 
were evaporated from it into the Air 
long before its Death* and not of the 
very fame, wherewith it was conftitu- 
ted % when relinquifh'd by the Sou), be- 
ing by qo means to be called numeri- 
cally the feme with that which dyed. 
In arifwer therefore to, this Obje&ion, 
I ljumbly conceive, That though the 
fame Body, which dy*d, is to rife 
again, yet Vis not neceflary that all the 
Particles of it (hould : When the 
Body is emaciated, and its Fleftt by 
lingring Sicknefs half confuted, we 
ftill (its integral and neceffary parts all 
remaining) rightly accounting it the 
fame Body. Nay, confidering bow 
ipany fuperfluoqs and unneceflary parrs 
accrue to moft of our Bodies, I verily 
belteve, t that our Refurre&ionrBodies 
will generally be able to {pare, many 
parts of their Matter, for the Can* 
ftitutioB of other Bodies. But if that 
Promifeof railing the fame Body doe# ex- 
tend to every particle of it, that defcends 
'■"' into 
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into the Grave, then, I fay, it may 
pleafeGod, that thefe parts of our Bo- 
dies, which are taken for Nutriment into 
other Human Bodies,raay either not con- 
corporate, or wear off again before the 
Hour of Death. To conclude : With God 
all things, which neither immediately 
nor consequentially imply a Contra- 
di&ion, nor are any ways repugnant 
to his Effential Perfe&ions, are pofii- 
ble. But the Refurreftion of the 
Dead, does neither immediately nop 
eonfequentially imply a Contradiftion, 
nor is any ways repugnant to his Ef- 
fential Perfections $ and therefore, if 
he (hall not think fit to accomplish it 
by any of thefe fore-mention'd ways, 
he will infallibly raafce good his Word, 
and eflfett it by fome other to us unknown. 

And thus you have feen, that this 
Queftion of our Apoftle is very pro- 
per, rational, and pertinent, and eve- 
ry way worthy the Wifdom and Learn* 
ing or its great Author : JRfril, Be- 
caufe the Principles and Tenents of 
the moft eminent and learned Pagans 
themfelves, do render the Doftrineof 
the Refurreftion credible. Secondly, Be- 
caofe the Divine Oracles do exprcfly \ 

aflcrt 
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affert it. And, Thirdly^ Becaufe the 
Divine Ppwer is able to effett it, 
I (hall now briefly infer , and con- 
clude. 

Now *t were improper to addrefs to 
the Atheift or Pagan from the Pulpit, 
when we expeft not to find them in 
this Sacred Place : But as many of you, 
as hear me this Day, do ( I hope ) be* 
lieve in your Hearts, that the Holy 
Scriptures are in very Deed the Oracles 
of God , and thefe ( you have feen ) 
doexprefly affert, That God hath ap- 
pointed a Day f when the Voice of the 
Arch-angel, the Trump of God, (hall 
every where break in pieces the Bars 
and Prifons of Death, and caufe a ge- 
neral Refurre&ion both of the Juft and 
Unjuft. Let all of us then, my Breth* 
ren, be perpetually careful fo to demean 
our felves in all the Periods of our 
Lives, that when this great and nota- 
ble Day of the Lord (hall come, we 
may be found among tfye Elett : Among 
thofe, whom the Hdly Angels (hall 
gather together from the four Winds, 
and fecure from the Vengeance, that's 
coming upon the Ungodly. If yon 
ask, How this is to be done ? I an- 

fwer 
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iEp.j.3'fwcr with St. 5Fa£it, That #very Mam t 
who bath his Hope in Hip*, purifieth, 
bimfelf, even as He is pure : Is careful 
to avoid the Stains and Pollutions of 
Sin, and evermore to keep himfelf un- 
fpotted from the World $ being well 
atiar'd, that the Wicked (ball not 
ftand in the Judgment, nor dinners in 
the Congregation of the Righteous. 
St. Paul gjvcs you the very fame Di~ 

&I.3<4t5-reftions. When Chrifi r (ay* he; wh? 
k our Life\ /hall appear, than flail p al- 
fo appear with him in Gfarjt. Mortify* 
therefore your Members^ which are. upon 
the Earth 5 Formication, TJncleannefs , 
inordinate Ajfettion, Evil Concupiscence^ 
and, Covetoufnefsy which k Idolatry. In 
fhort, if we fincerely defire the Wel- 
fare of our Bodies, and their Refur- 
reftioo at the laft Day, to the Life im- 
mortal and glorious, we muft not he 
too food and tender of them now. If 
we indulge them too much, they'll be 
always (like foolifb Children^ craving 
things noxious and hurtful, and thing? 
that will afluredlj prevent their Ever* 
lading Happjnefi. We mod therefore, 
v t itam££w k$ $u*ay<uyuv % ufe roughnefs 
to them, beat and buffet them* and 
being them into fubje&ion* mud re* 

drain 
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ftrain their Inclinations, deny their Ap- 

g»tites, and even cut off their Right- 
and, and pluck out their Right-Eye, 
if they become the Occafions of Sin, and 
caft them from us .• It being infinitely 
better for us, to enter into Life maim'd 
and Wind, than having two Hands or 
tWoEyeSttfbetaft into Hell-fire. > 

^. Since the Holy ScJriptUTesaflure us; 
^That there will be a Reftitotion of our 
loft Parts, a Renovation of our Corrup- 
ted and ptrtrify'd Bodies: Hurt they 
ttrafl hot l!e fof ever under the Power 
bfDeath, but be reftortf to the Saints 
all fair, and * beautiful, and glorious** 
Why fhould we be unwilling to part 
vWth fheta for a while ? Nay, why to 
efcape a temporary Imprifonment ot 
Death, Ihould we venture them upon 
the Precipice of Everlafting Ruin > Our 
Great Mafter gracioufly vouchfafes us 
mpch wif<jr Dire&ionsj, and I humbly 
befeech the moll Blefled and glorious 
Author of them, that we may all, from 
the 1 Higfteft to the Loweft, be obedient, 
arid hearken to them. Afy friends* fays mk.12.4, 
tie, he not afraid of them that kilt the Bo- s- & Mar/ 
lty> and after that have no more that thej 10 * 2 *' 
tan do* But I will foreftarfl you whom 

1 JOH 
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yon (ball fear : Fear htm % wha after be 
hath lulled, can deflroy both Soul and Bo- 
dy in Hell$ yea, I fay unto you, Fear 
Him. Nay, if we fuffer Indignities, 
and Reproaches , Persecutions and 
Death for His fake, He pronouncetb us 
happy, and bids us greatjy to rejoyce. 
(r)W*. $. Bleffed, (r) fays he, are they, which are 
to^i i, 12. persecuted for Kighteoufnefs fakg* for theirs 
i$ the Kingdom of Heaven. Bleffed are 
ye, when Me* JhaB revile you, and perfa 
cute you, and {hall fay all. manner of evil 
agaiuji you falfly for pty fak§: Rejoyce, 
and be exceeding glad, for great k your 
Reward in Heaven. Why then, (I fay 
again ) conlidering thefe moft glori- 
ous and everlafting Advantages, fhould 
any Chriftian fear a Temporary Impri- 
fonment or Death ? Why (hould he be 
afraid of a Man that (hall dye? or of 
the Son of Man, who, however great 
and powerful now, wiU, e're long be 
as Grafs 5 and by a fhamelefs Prostitu- 
tion of his Confcience to his fecular 
Emoluments, renounce his (landing and 
Eternal Intereft in his Maker, and Re* 
deemer, the mighty one of Jacob > 
, Alas 1 there is nothing this World can 
lay upon us, that we need be very care- 
ful to avoid: For what, in plain 

Terms, 
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Terms, is the lots of your Eftates, 
though never fo great and plenteous > 
If you keep them as long as you can, 
Death will (nortly lake them from you j 
and though your Poftcrity (which is 
die utmoft yon can with ) fbould pof- 
fefs them throughout all Generations, 
even to the Worlds End * yet thep 
will they be confum'd in the ttniverfal 
Conflagration. What are the clofeft 
and moft naufeous Prifons of this 
World, if compar'd to thofe Dungeons 
of Torment and Defpair, that except 
prevaricating, hypocritical, trimming, 
pnfillanimous, apoftatizing Spirits in 
the next ? What, laftly, is Death, even 
in its moft pompous and magnificent 
Terrours ? The facred Oracles affure us* 
That to a good Man ; one, who thro* 
the Grace of God has refin'd and puri- 
fy'd his Soul from the Fxculencies and 
Stains of the Animal Nature, and is 
throughly awaken'd into the Divine 
Life and Likenefs, 'tis but a Sleep. 
When St. Stephen was fton'd to Dea«> 
by the Jew*, hot/aton, fi) fays St. I#fc,W *«• 
he fell afleep $ and our (O Lord him- &) $ jita 
felf of his Dead Friend , I.4swr*f,«-i'; 
Am£atf&, 6 fih@» h/uuSv xtxo//wrra«, Opar 
friend Lazarus fieefefb. Nay, the very 

Hea- 
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Heathens will tell yoa -as much. Syr*®, 
£. W*w^t; bfrvf*£#a;$ and, £0 Gwr J 
Jtngtmeus LetH fifom Skef d/td Dtathj 
f fay they) <w GmJfmGtmatSi Brethren 
*xd Twlnt. But what harm (* I pray^ 
is there in all this > When & good Man 
has finilh'd his Days Work* and is haf* 
pily anriv'd at the end of the fore Labour 
and Travel of his Life, the manifold 
Toils and Drudgeries of a molt Vett&fi* 
ou$ and trouble! ome World, can it : be 
any Inconvenience, any Dlfadvaritage 
to him to lay hitnfelf down, and to fall 
afleep? In a word $ when a good Nfeti 
dies, either by a violent or natural 
Death, he doth not Differ any Lois «? 
Detriment, but only makes a Change § 
and that amoft / Blefled, moft Wonder- 
ful,; and raoft' Glorious Change. A 
Change, tfcat we (hall then only truly 
underhand, when we (hall '■ have tM 
Notices of Spirits, the Intellects of An- 
gels, and the unconceivable Enlarge- 
mentroSImmortat Beings. HechangetB 
Darofs" for Silver, Brafs for Gold, Earth 
•'• 'for Heaven^ yea, this dirty Plinet (a* j 
\ (one citt it) for the Stars of God, tfio* | 
• - liintmenfaandftupendous Orbs of Glory; 
which ftrinain the uppermoft firntaoHHft 
of Heaven; He char^eth a Complication 
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of Sorrows and Affliftions for a Conftel- 
lation df Joys andPleafures \ a load of Sin 
and Mifcry for a Weight of Glory 5 the 
Company of Vile Worms for the Society 
of Saints and Angels, and (which is more 
than all) for the Intuition of his Makers 
Beauty, which he (hall enjoy till the Re- 
futation of all things, when his Body 
(hall (hake off the Dilhonours of the 
Grave, and be rais'd to tfie fame ftate of 
Immortality and Glory. Then will his 
Soul joyfully fly down from its blifsful 
Mansions to the Sides of the Grave, and 
gently wake its fleeping Confort with a 
Rife up f my Love, my Fair one, and 
come away. The Body will immediate- 
ly perceive thefe raviftiing Whifpcrs, 
and foiling! y open its Eyes, and rife, 
and take Wing, and fly away to the Com- 
panies of the Saints, who in the Air (hail 
ftand in White Robes at the Right-Hand 
of their Saviour, and melodioufly fing 
Hofmnas to the King of Glory. Then 
will they be abundantly recompense for 
all the Contradi&ions they have endur'd 
from Sinners : Forthe Calumnies andRe- 
pleaches, the Injuries and Affronts, the 
Calamities and Difafters, which they un- 
derwent in this World. They will no 
longer be defpis'd and reje&ed of Men * 
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but (hine forth in fuch amazing Bright- 
nefs before the Face of fuch as affiidfced 
them, and made no account of their La- 
hours, that they, repenting and groan- 
ing for Anguilb of Spirit, (hall fay with- 
in themleives, Thefe are they, which we 
had fometime in derifion, and a Proverb 
of Reprpach. We Fool? accounted their 
Life Madnefs, and their End to be with- 
out Honour : But how, for their eminent 
Wifdora, are they ndmbred among the 
Children of God ; and, whilft our more 
than brutifh Folly condemns us to ever- 
jafting Torments, is their Lot among 
the Saints? 
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EZEK. 33.II. 

is 1 live, faith the Lord God, 
I have no fleafure in the 
Death of the Wicked } but 
that the Wicked turn from 
his my, and live: Turn 
ye, Turn ye from your evil 
ways 1 for why mil ye die,^P r . 
Houfe of Ifrael? fp ');■■■$& 

OF all the glorious Attributes and *""" 
Perfections of our Maker, nonefo 
frequently unfolds its excellent Beauty 
to us in the facred Qracles,, as this of 
Mercy. Twas by tfois ^ame, that God, 

e 7 . to* 
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before the numberlefs Hoft of Heaven, 
the glorious Battalions of attending 
Aftgfclstipon Mount Sfxail raoft fdknin- 
ly proclaimed himfelf to his Servant 
Exod. 54^ M^/Ij. The Lord, fays he, The Lord 
6* God, merciful and gracious. And the 
whole Divine Song is nothing elfe, 
bqt a lovely Reprefentation of it by all 
the Flowers and Delicacies of the mod 
exalted Poetry. Nay, 'tis fo frequent- 
ly inculcated, that (as an ingenious 
Author (peaks J Were it not *for the 
My ftery of the Thing, and tb^t there is 
no Tautology in Love^ the Scriptures 
ifrould feetn chargeable with vain Re- 
petitions. But though the HoW Ora* 
cles almoft in every Page foeale to us 
in the comfortable atod ravfthing Voice 
of Mercy 5 yet they no where do this 
more emphatically, than in the Words 

Numb. 33. °* m y ^ ext : ; *^ r ^°ugh -. God is not 
a Man, that he (houldjie* neither the 
Son of Mato, tliat he fliould repent, 
but when he hath faid, he will afliiredly 
4o it 5 smd when he hath fpoken, be 
will infallibly make it good 5 yet fit ii 
Hot contepted with thefe tnoft folfairi, 
innumerable, and njoft ^fFcttjonate De- 
clarations of his abundant Goodneft* 
t>ut here, 111 a ttttfaculoas 1 and mott 
1 \ h < i. ^ i >• - .., aftottffli- 
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aftonifhing Condcfcenfion co the Infir- 
mities of, his Creatures, and that the 
broken and contrite Spirit may have, the 
fareft Word of Promife that can poffibly 
be given it, vonchfafes even to inter- 
pofehts Oath, and as fotarrinty to fwear 
the fame thing. As I litre, f$Hh the, 
Lard God % I , hav% no t pleafute in the 
Death of the Wicked; but that the Wick- 
ed turn from his way % and live : Turn ye % 
Turn ye from your Evil Ways 5 firmly wilt 
ye die, Houfe oflfrael i 

IrifcUiboarGng upon which Words* 

I. (hall endeavour, L To make good 
this Proportion, 

That God in his infinite Mercy, offer* 
to all the Children of Men, Grace fuffi- 
clent for their Converfioif and Salvation.' 

I I. To tnfiyer fonje ObjecTtionsi that have 
been r*ifed agairift it. And,. III. 1 (half 
infer from the whole, and conclude. 

I. I (hail dndeavotir to mates good 
this Propofitioo, That. God in his Infi- 
nite Mexcy^ offers to all the Children of 
Veo, Grace fofficfent for their. Cpnver- 
femaod Salvation. And this I (ball do, 

tf I'FiatS 



54. Shrnm tht Hkird. 

f . From the Nature of the New Cove- 
nant. 

a. From tbofe manifold Caff/ and In- 
vitations, and tbofe Pathetical and mob 
afi&ionate Brotejtatieu* and Promi/ft, 
which God mafys to Sinners. And, 

3. From plain and exprefs Texts of 
Scripture. 

1. From the Nature of the New Cove- 
nant. Before the Breach indeed of 
the Firft Covenant) or the Shamelefs, 
inexcufable Tranfgreflion of Adam in 
Paradife, we ftood in no need of this 
Supernatural Afliftance. The Soul of 
Man was healthful and (bong, and gir- 
ded about with Power. Her Loots 
were unftorn, bet Wings unclipt, and 
fte could eafily bear her felf up in the 
purer Air, above the Attra&ions and 
Enchantments of Senfible Obje&s, and 
cbn^erfe freely with God. He could, 
upon the Stock 6f bis' Natural Abilities, 
travel without wearinefs in the Raths of 
Vertuej yea, ( like his elder Brethren 
above) continually run with Chear- 
fulnefs the Ways of Gods Command- 
ments. 
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ments. But when Man, prevaricated, 
and turnd Rebel to his Maker, he fell 
from this State of Excellency and Per- 
fediOD. His great Strength immediate- 
ly went from him, and dwindled into 
the Infirmities and Weakneffes of an 
Infant. His Beauty was chang'd into 
Deformity, the Harmony of his Con- 
futation entirely diforder'd, and every 
String of his Soul put out of Tune. 
His Underftanding became dark and 
cloudy 5 his Will crooked and per- 
verfe$ and his AfFedions perceptive of 
nothing, but the Gufts and Relifhes of 
the Animal Nature. In a word ; When 
he had caft off the Law of his God, 
he became fubjeft to the Law of $in 
and Death} coramenc'd, according to 
his own Option, a perfeft Slave to 
his vile Lufts and Pafiions, without 
ahy Power, without any Poffibility, 
without fo much as a Defife to recover 
hiuifelf out of that wretched Condi- 
tion; and confequently, (had he not 
been reftraind by the abundaht and 
powerful Communications of God* 
moft Undeferved and Free Grace) muft 
have continually afted in all things 
taore irrationally, eveh than the Beafts 
that perifh. This the Holy Scriptures 
E 4 do 
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do exprefly affert, The Hearts of the Softs 
tif Men are wholly fet in them to do evil> 
(«) Ecckf. (a) fays the Preacher. And (b) Saint 
ftJir P**l, In me dwelleth no good thing s 
W. i Cor. B** h *hc Grace of God I am tthat I am. 
*S- i* And, We are not fufficient of our [elves to 
lS^^ % think any thing as of our/elves, but our 
*• '3« /efficiency is of God+—~For *tk He thai 
workfth kt us both to wiU % and to do of bis 
good Pleafure. And again, I laboured 
more abundantly than they all $ yet not i, 
but the Grace of God which wtts with me. 
(OJoh.15. And our (V) Blefled Lord himfelf j 
5 ' Without me ye can do nothing. The 

Fathers indeed, who flourifhed before 
the Rife of the Pelagian Controverfies, 
fpeak largely, and with great fecurity, 
of the Power of Man's Will : but then 
they no where do this with any Preju- 
dice to thefe Affirmations of the Sacred 
Cdj set Oracles : (d) For they generally own, 
theiearnedThzt whhoqt a better Afflatus, and a 
h'tbftije more Divine Power, without a mighty 
tfjuft. M.Pbnionof Gr*ce to aflift it, the *ri e» 
*fMv cUm%6aov. The Powers of our 
Will are never able to wing the Soul 
for her Flight to Heaven. Nay, the 
dry ground, fays Irentus, may as well 
produce Fruit without the foftning and 
impregnating Drops of Rain, as we, 

who 
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who ac firft are like dry Sticks, be fruit* 
fnl onto a good Life, without volun- 
tary Showers from above the Laver of 
the Spirit. In (hort, there is not a 
Mao of us all, but. what dees wofully 
experiment this Truth by the Difficulties 
of Vertue, and his Natural Pronenefs 
to. Vice. And the Stoicks therafelves, 
and sll the other Philofophers, who 
tread in their Steps, notwithftanding 
all their proud Boafting, do fometimes, 
by their vehement Complaints of it, 
abundantly demonftrate, that they are 
Efficiently fenfible of the Malady, 
though altogether ignorant of its Caufe 
and Cure. So good Grounds had the 
(e) Council of Carthage* in the YearfO^' 
of our Lord 418, to declare again ft "^* w 
Pelagius* and his Difciple CeUftius*thtjt[kitu 
That, without the Grace of God JJ^'gJ 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord, we can 402. 
have, think, fay, do nothing, that's 
truly Pious and Holy. And the Second 
Council of Orange* in the Year 629, 
againft the Pelagians and Semi Pelagians 
in general, That Man doth no good - 
thing, which God doth not caufe him 
to do. And (/) our moft excellent r/j Hom. 
Mother, after the fame manner, to in-* part8 ' 
ftruft her Children at this Day, That 

their 
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their Faith, Charity 'Hope, Patience* 
Chaftity, all their Holy Defires, all 
their good Counfels, and all their )aft 
Works proceed purely from God ; We 
of ourfelves being of (jich Earthy as 
can bring forth nothing but Weeds, 
Nettles, Brambles/ Briars, Cockle, and 
(i) Amc Darne ^ ^ nc * (g) again ; That the Con- 
ic. ' dition of Man after the Fall of Adam, 
isfuch, that he cannot turn and pre- 
pare himfelf by his own Natural 
Strength and good Works, to Faith, 
and calling upon God \ and that there- 
fore we have no power to do good 
Works pleafant and acceptable to God, 
without the Grace of God by Chrift pre- 
venting us, that we may have a good 
Will, and working with us when we 
have that Good Will, 

To this hejplefs, forlorn, and raife- 
rable Condition ( I fay ) were we re- 
duced by our Violation of the Firft 
Covenant : And if God bad dealt with 
us according to our Deferts, the whole 
Race of Mankind had perifh'd everlaft* 
ingly. But He, who is infinite in 
Mercy, contrivM better things for us. 
He provided a Remedy for his Undone 
Creatures 5 gave us a Redeemer, even 

his 
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hi $ own Son 5 arid in hith vouchfaf'dYo 
ence* ^irfv os into a New Cov^tiiwy 
upon die Performance erf* which v Wtf 
may yet be fecur'd from the Wfittl, 
which is to come, tljsbn die Perfor- 
mance ( I fay) of thtt<C&Ve*ant> wc 
may ftill be fav'd 5 an^ptrfdroi it, every 
one of us may, if w* pleafe. Fot* 
chough we can do nothing bf our felves^ 
yet we majp do all things through 
Cbriflr, that ftrengtheiw us. He ha§ ; 
adapted his Covenant to our Capacities; 
rendred our Doty, even under thefe 
Ruins and Decays of our Nature, in all- 
ies parts (fradicable 5 and made his Yoke 
eafie, and his Borden light His Dif- 
penfation does not, like that of Mtfes, 
require uVto make Brick without Straw, 
or to ftilfil its Precepts, without fup- 
plyin^ us with ftrength to do it 5 but 
he has graciodfly oblig'd himfelf to be 
to uia Prieft, a Prophet, and a Ring. 
As the firft, by the Oblation of himfelf 
to fatisfie for our Sins, not only for our 
Original, but likewife for all our a&uaj 
Tranfgreffions 5 and fo to deliver us, 
upon our Repentance, and New Obedi- 
ence, and Faith in Him, from the Pu- 
mfhment due to them, Eternal Damna- 
tion. As the Second, to open to us the 

Trca- 
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Treafures of Wifdom and Knowledge 5 
to (bine upon oar Underftandiags with 
the bright Beams of Divine Truth 5 
and to remove that Cloud from off our 
Faculties, which ( as you have heard ) 
gather'd at the Fall, and hath ever fince 
uqhappily lain upon them. .At the 
laft % to gird us with ftrength unto the 
Battle, to (Und by and aflift us in all our 
Spiritual Conflicts, and to enable us, 
it we ire willing, to do all things that 
be requires of us, i. e. • to repent and 
turn from our £vil Ways, and to ferve 
htm in Righteoufaefs and trne Hpli- 
nefs all jthe Days pf our Lives. This 
( I fay ) He. of; his free Goodnefs and 
Mercy oblig'd himfelf to do for us. 
For not only a particular, feleft, dc 
terminate number of Perfoqs, but for 
Adam, as our great Parent and Reprc- 
(entative, aqd confequently for all his 
Children, the whole Mafc of Mankind ; 
for you, for tne, and for all the World; 
As I (hall evince* 

i. Frdmthofe manifold Calls and In- 
vitations, andthofe Pathetical and mod 
affedionate Ptofeftations and Protnifes, 
which Ood makes to Sinners* For to what 
purpofe (I pray) doei he fo warmly ^ fo 

earneftly 
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earneftly invite us to return to him, 
and live j if he puts it not into our Power 
to accept thefe Invitations? To what 
purpofe fd zealoufly endeavour to al- 
lure us into our Duty by his Pro- 
mifes of Pardon and Peace* of Life 
and Happinefs 5 if we are not enabled 
to lay hold upon thefe Promifes } , 
To what purpofe by fuch vehement 
and folemn ProteftatiOns, continually 
affbre us of his infinite and boundlefs 
Compaffions for our Souls 5 if he inex- 
orably holds back his Hand, and denies 
them his Affiftanceto recover out of that 
Pit, whereia he knows they muft ne- 
ceflarily and unavoidably perith i Thefe 
Protections, thefe Promifes, thefe In- 
vitations at this rate, would be ufelefs 
and infignificant, irrational and abfurd, 
unkind and reproachful : No lefs infig- 
nificant, abfurd and reproachful, than 
V would be for one of us to hold forth 
a Crown of Gold to a Man, that has 
loft his Arms, and importune bim to 
accept it, and to place it upon his 
Head \ or to intreat a Man, that lie$ 
tipon the Ground, bound Hand and 
Foot with ftrong Chains and Fetters, 
to rife up and Walk. But far be it from 
us, to fpeak or think thqs unworthily 
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of Our Qod. Since then he under- 
ftands oar Condition better than we do 
our felves $ that Sin has taken fuch hold 
of us* that we ore not able to look up : 
That oar Hearts are wholly fet id at 
to do Evil, and that therefore without 
his Supernatural Affiftance, we cannot 
move fo much as one Step- towards him. 
Since (notwithftanding all this) he fo 
incctfantly, fo importunately invite* us 
to return jyea, fo pafGonately expofta* 
lates with us for our unkindnefs both to 
Him and to our felves in refilling to re* 
tarn.Stnce he is too good to makeaMock 
at our Infirmities, or to require Impoffi- 
bilities at our Hands : We may be fore 
from thefe Calls and Invitations, tbefe 
Proteftations, and Proraifes, and Ex- 
poftulatioos, that He in his infinite Mer- 
cy leaves none of us deftitute of necetfa- 
ry aid, but offers to all the Children 
of Men, Grace fufficient for their Con- 
verfion and Salvation. Which I iball 
make to appear, 

§. From plain and expnfs Texts «f 
Script ur e. God would have d\mm com tt 
the k*ot»U4geof the Truth* dndbefdved', 
and, Gad contmandeth *U men evetf 

il^la v^** t0 **&"* & '00 &vs mc I-earnd 
17. r* ' - ^oQot 
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Do&or of the Gentiles: And the greSat 
O) Apoftle of the Circumcifion, The®* ?ct - 
Lord is long-fuffering to Hs-ward^ net wiU * 9 ' 
ling that any fbould perifh, but that ail 
fhduld come to repentance. The beloved 
Difciple delivers the fame moft com- 
fortable Do&rine, Godfent bis Son into 
the World, (k) fays He, that the WofiJd ( Qz y . c . 
through him might be faved, And otjf 3- v. 17. 
(/) Great Mailer hirofdf, / came not t&(i) Joh.12. 
jndge the World, but to fave the WorldM* ^ 
And accordingly, Go, (m) fays He to (m) m*. 
his Apoftles, into all theWorld, and preach l6 ^ \ 
*Ae Gofpel to every Creature, The Ex prefli- 
ons (you fee) are all Univerfal. God no 
more Negatively, than Affirmatively or \\ 

poflitively reprobates his Creatures $ jwt \ 

as in their uncorrupt or primitive State, V 

he defignd them all for Heaven and \ 

Happinefs, fo now they are fallen, he * 

would not willingly pafs by (b much as 
one of them j> not leave fo much as one 
under the Guilt of Adams Tranfgreffi- 
on, but bring all and every one of them 
to Repentance, and refcue them both 
, from that and all their other Sins, and 
( fave and crown them in the Day of 
Judgment. 
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I da not fay, that he offers at all 
times to do this : For fotne poffibly may 
fo fin, as entirely to forfeit the Conti- 
nuance of this Mercy. By a long, bb- 
ftinate, uninterrupted abufe of bis 
Grace, they may at length provoke him 
to leave them to the Conduft of their 
own Lufts, and to fuffer them to fol- 
low their own Imaginations. But 'till 
they have done this 5 'till (I fay) they 
have wearied him out with t^ieir conti- 
nued Provocations, and conftrain'd him 
by their moft wretched and (hamelefs 
Abufes of his Grace, their infufferable 
Gricvings of his raoft Holy Spirit, at 
length to rend«himfelf from them, 
and to go away. Thefe Texts of Scrip- 
ture demonftrate, that he daily calls up- 
on them to accepthis Grace, and to re- 
pent, and live. That he (lands at £he 
Door, and knocks \ would willingly 
come in, and make his abode with 
them s * Q d ta ^e to himfelf the poflcfli- 
on of their Hearts. In a word, That 
He in his Infinite Mercy offers to all the 
Children of Men, Grace fuffident far 
their Converfion and Salvation* 

TO 
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This (I &y) is apparent from thefe 
Texts of Scripture; lo apparent, that 
even; the feverefkbf bur Adversaries al- 
low it to be true. They acknowledge, 
that 'tis the public^ and reveal'd Will of 
God, that all the Children of Men mould 
turn from their Evil Ways, and live. 
But then they objed, (tho* in their own 
Confeffion there is nothing in .all, the 
Scriptures to anthorife this Objection) 
ifhat there is another Will of God, be- 
fides this his pnblick and reveal d Will, 
which is call'd by them VoUtnttu Arcatta, 
and VoUmtas Beneplaciti 5 His Arcane or 
Stecret Will, arid the Will of his Good 
Pleasure. That the determinations of 
this tvlll are ail Immutable, arid muff 
ftand, tho' they fometimes are diame- 
trically oppofite to the molt, folemri 
Peculations of bis Reveai'd Will : That 
therefore this only is the trite and proper 
Will of God, it always fucceeding in 
its^urppfesand Determinations $ where- 
as his Reveai'd Will is only Volmtax 
Signi 5 and but improperly, or by a 
fcatechrefis,only called his Will, it as of- 
. ten failing in its Effefts, as it thwarts or 
contradicts the Determinations of his 
AwaheWilL 

P In 
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ft anffoer to thfe ObjeAibh, 1 cotne 
noW in the fetbnd pUce ' ntrfnbty totft* 
fer Jrou thefe fott6wlbfe!C6htiacWttbft$.' 

-r.fnat, aa6^iftgtb«&t!fear^ 4 
thfete are two Wilts fa tJ6d, ttoti Only 
diffei-eVrt, but alfo directly opfcotife tod 
cbnttat ? bfre to the OtBtf ^ & that'Got* 
at Onte and the fame tin*, troth Wllhittd 
Kills the very faffle thing* WKfifc fe 
moft abfard. 

i. that hisfceveafti Will H tiHtn 
than Once ftill'd hi 8t*iprure, Wt Only 
th*Gbbd, bat alfo the acceptable and 
tjerft&WfflofGod, Which hbnttnt* 
ble Elogtara we never find given t*> Ms 
Arcane Will * tho» it muft be granted, 
that whatever is the <>tr|efc Of his Witt, 
fflnft be^ acceptable and Welhpleau'hfe tb 
Him. 

3. Thatifthfefceireaftl W!il beaot, 
what 'tis thus feid in SctibttifetObt 
the Good, Acceptable and Perfeft Wffl 
of God, then (whatittettibtetOfpeafc) 
thrift liath taught it bwt in vain. 'lis 
his own Aiflertion, That not wm iwl* 
that faith unto him* Lord, I'or&jjfoto 
■ l k enter 



\ 
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cmor imtotbe Kingdom of Beavtn: but 
be mlftbat dHb tbt Will of bis F*tber> 
vhich hit* Heeoemi But it God in his 
Arcam or Secret Will, determines fome 
thugs quite contrary to the moll folemn 
Declarations of his Reverfd Will, and 
theft Determinations are known only 
tohimfelf, then 'tis abfolntely. impoffi- 
ble we mould always underftand what 
the Will of the Lord is, and confident- 
ly now far reach the Meafures or Boun- 
daries of our Duty. Nay further, 'tis 
neceflary, that whilft we endeavour (as 
we are commanded) with all our might, 
punctually to obferve all the particular 
Injunctions of his Reveal'd Will, w£ 
fometimes do all we can, to ad quite con- 
trary to the more pleating Determinati- 
ons of his Arcane Will, and fo become 
*©•&/**£«, or fighters againft God, and 
confequently, whilft We think we are 
only doing our Duty, unhappily incur 
the Divine Diipleafure, and our own 
Damnation. Nay, 

: 4* That if this Revealed Will be not 
in very Deed Polmttst Betteplaclti, then 
neither can it be properly ftil'd VoUnUt 
Signi % becaufe as often as it runS counter 
tt» the Determinations of his Arcani 
Fa WiU» 
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Will, 'tis not a true, but falfeand trea- 
cherous Sign, in as ranch as it fignifies 
to us, that God Nills that, which be 
abfolutcly Wills $ and again, that he 
Wills that, which he immutably Nilla. 
But bow unworthy ( I pray) are thefe 
thoughts of the Blefled Maker of Man- 
kind } How impious and wicked, as well 
as abfurd and dangerous, is this Counter- 
Will Do&rine ? It not only deals cru- 
elly with Men, but alfo lays violent 
Hands upon the Almighty Himfelf $ 
rudely difrobes him of his moft lovely 
and glorious Attributes; and cloaths 
the Holy one of JJrael with the Black- 
nefs and Deformity of the Prince of 
Darknefs. This I (hall briefly lay before 
you in two or three Inftances. 

i.. Then, It robs God of his Veracity. 
For tho': he never fo folemnly f wears, 
That he Wills not the Death of any 
Sinner, buthad rather ten thoufend times 
over, that they would all accept bis 
Grace, and repent, and live, and there- 
fore moft pauionately renews his Invi- 
tations to .them, to come and be faved j 
yet f notwithftanding all this) this Do- 
ctrine tetls jjs, that he means no fnch 
matter 5 but that in his Arcane or Secret 
' . Will, 
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Will, he, as tofomeof them, and that . 
too without any the leaft Confideration 
at Sin, Necefarh & JmvitMit*r y ne- 
ceffarily and inevitably wills and de- 
termines their Ruin. But this (I fay) 
is to make hini who is Enential Verity 
or Truth it felf, the moft deceitful, the 
moft lying, and the moft perjured Being 
iothe World. 

' a. It robs Cod of bis Holinefs. Sin, 
we rightly fay, is therefore the uglieft 
and moft odious thing in the World, 
becaufe diametrically oppofite and re- 
pugnant to the Eflential Purity and Ho- 
linefs of the beft Being, which is God. 
But here we are taught another Leffbn. 
For if (as thefe Men affirm) God in his 
Arcane or Secret Will, neceuarily and 
inevitably determines fome Perfons to 
ruin, and the End cannot be attained 
Without the means, then it follows, that 
he neceflarily-and inevitably determines 
die fame Perfons to Sin alfo. But if he 
neceflarily and inevitably determines 
diem to Sin, fo that they can by no 
ineans thwart or contradict thefe his ab- 
fplttte Determinations, then it likewife 
follows, that the Sins of thefe Men are 
not the Effeftof their own Wills, the 
F j ?ro- 
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Produft of their own Choice, but that 
they ere only in the Hand of Gad, 
what e Tool or roftcument isnettie 
HaoaV^if die Workman, fo that At 
vUeft of them all may fey with %*• 
mmtm in the Poet, ?ty<« J* it ^ 
6«>u, bAA* &&, I am not the Autbot atf 
tkm % b#Gedbimfdf. And tbue (I ftp) 
according to this Doftrine, He, who it 
a God of purer Eyes, than to behold 
Iniquity with the fcaft ipprobition, 
doss hirefelf (as eh* Infamous Trium- 
virate, Fhtinus, Coppim** and Jfatath 
«n»exprefly averted j become the A** 
thor of all the Iniquity in the World. 
Than which, the Until himfctf cannot 
conoeireor utter a gaeater piece or* Blafc 
phemy. 

a. It robs God of his Jofttae. Xhe 
Wicked fc*ll .be turned into Hdt, %s 
God , and att thole tfuttfce in a State of 
Impenitence, fjave their Habitation with 
uaqqenchable Flames. fiat fence {if tbht 
(«)iBftit.* horrible, as Hs great flatten (n) Cttai* 

SfLa?' WwWf <*B* »'. -*nd «<*& impious Do* 

'drine be true) Acre is *o Sin an *hefe 

Men, whkjhHGtad fcbnteffaasnotdowv 

ftnee aH their Sins Mecenerky and invi.. 

t»Wy i^lowrtoeahfoliite and irrefiftable 

Deter- 
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Smfe tfrm fc>* doing tlwfiwhi(?h A? 
stfetf mee&rtes fam tp do? /or 
thtt, wbicb '*U bis ewn fop4 Will and 
Pte*fiife«h«y (howld do> and fine? He 
will 4o «U few Floafure, and h}a ajtfq- 
hj$e Gwnffls muft ftand, ft?y ; wu!4 
not bat do? 

Other* objeft, That the Heathens are 
4 (landing Argument againft this Do- 
iSufee j |hat they drinfc not out of the 
aqi$ R4verof Life, but are denied Grace 
fofljoent for their Converlion and Salva- 
tion* Bnt I anfwer, That the Scriptures 
a&rt notuch thing, but indeed the quite 

*««* M«* *fc i^f, 4C q* Oiatiae. Et proiode non figni- 
TVrfire the things cott- feat Ntfuwtao .voJontatb po- 

T. ?J. ?LT2 #A^ teftatem, fed ««»»*"• »»*>• 

t4»» rf ** *fa X^W, tfoeje ^ legem, ut ait Cicero, N* 

hmima net the Imp* ate tarn, ■$»<£< "**«. communes 

JTZuHtathemfeLst EacN$t««taiwti&iIfccifi 

* Um Wtte WemeWM , aot £ Be . -us Gratis Difime 

lAf/th ft*W> tkS WfKk °f fuppttS mJo'IMd exclu-. 
f 4* £«* «r«tf e* fr «*»* dant * 
i&W/, *&*r Confciw* , 

*m**W. Ttoffr Thoughts within tbem 
*^^ ' F 4 dter- 
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alternately accufiflg, and apologizing, 
or pleading in their behalf, % Here yoft 
fee the Heathens have a Lkw written ia 
their Hearts, which continually inftro&s 
and reminds them of their Duty 5 upon 
the Obfervatibn or Violation of it, thek 
Gonfcience conftantly accufing or excu- 
' fing them before God. The fame Apo- 
ftle in the 14th Chapter of the A&s, dif- 
courfeth to the Men of Lyftra after this 
manner : God in times fatt Mfertd all 
Nations to walk in their own Ways. Ne- 
vert belt fs be left not himfiif without WH~ 
nefs % in that he did good; and gdve m 
Rain from Heaven, and fruitful Seafont % 
fitting our Hearts with Food and Gldduefs. 
Bat what can this latter Aflertion mean, 
but that the Exiftencfe and Glorious 
Attribtites of God af e fo plainly taqghk 
by the Voice of ^lakirfe, khaf, if Mek 
duly attended to it, it would Sufficiently 
infti u& them in their Duty to him > 
Jhis ( I am fure) he positively *ffir»^ 
in hi£ 1 ft Chapter to the Roma*s\ 
rh y$w;b » ©m fuvtpor \w 4* oorgfc. 
That, fays he, which may, or ought to be 
known of Godj is manifift among them* 
for God hath /hewed H unto the*. For 
the Invifibh Things of hitofrotfthe Crea- 
tion of the World, are ckartj fee*, being 
; ' under- 
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mdafiood bytbtTbingt that arfimade^ 
eve* las etemal'Pdmr and Qtdfctid, fa 
tb* thy *re wftbtut Excufi.* For cer- 
tainly that Manifeftation of' God, 
which is fufficient to render Men utterly 
inexcufoble, mild be like wife fufficient 
to direft them in their Duty. 

If it be org'd, That Faith in Chrlft 
Is abfolutely and indRpenfably reqairtt 
of all Men to Salvation, lanfwer, 

1. That this is a bard Saying, and 
fuch as none can bear 5 it awarding; not 
only the Heathens, bat all baptiz cl In- 
feints likewife, if they die before they 
arrive to the Years of difcretion, to eter- 
nal Perdition. 

a. That it has no Foundation in 
Reafon : For 'tis altogether as incoh- 
fifteiit with it* Principles, that Men 
flionld be danm'd for their invincible 
Ignorance, or judg'd by a Law which 
was sever promulg'd to them $> as that a 
Blind Man flionld be put to death for 
not feeing, or a perfect Idebt for not 
ohferving the Laws of Reafon 5 it being 
00 more poffible to fee without the Pre* 
fence of the Object, tban without the 

Facul- 

1 
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Faculty. of.SJght* with©* *6e Sua, 
tha&wltheutEyeaj trith«it\fheRftw 
Ueio»<tf Chuft,tbtA!rfth«ttt|ift fnfteli 

3. ThatJt faith «s littk fttfpart fsoa 
Revelation : Ttwfe pkttt *» 9CHptm* 
on which 'tis grounded, being fas eve- 
ry jil$abus and nntiaAU&eeder ojuft 
tctapwledge ) to bes ondefftood only 
of tfeofe, Who.ht)rt.tl«fh>fpri.pre«ehfd 
to them. 

•: -i,- :' I/: ri «. ... irU s> 

4. that -therefore Ja&mM*#. Qtt 
mm Ahxtwdrimm, Btfpb*»im> m 
Ckrjfaflem, aaoftg *e Aqrientt* and 
Br^/wnar, LndovlimVivti, Ztiigfim, 
and innumerable others of uflqaafttotft- 
ble Learning among the Moderns, do 
utterly ictje&il, omnjnJoufly rdfolving, 
That though the Hfeathehsoave not ttoe 
Knoiwkdge. of our Lord aitd Saviour 
Jefos Chrift, 3 oor. uosftqwutlf belien 
in him * ye* if . they ' titeiutp, to che0i<- 
ftateaof the Law^f Naflaw, God. wiU 
net impute ) to tqem their iuuavokUblt 
Deficiencies, but aceept and fare them 
&r theifafce of the Beloved ; For die 
iakeof theBdov'd, I&y; becairfe what- 
ever Mercy God extends to the Coil* 
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df» of Men, ihejr all cqnaify; cbnftft, . ■ 
TbatChrift k^Eflufentand Merits 
nous Canfe of -k f That; vse have Re* . . 
demotion only m hk Plodd * and that v 
ntam k no other Name under Heaven 
gkwiattpra-Men^ if hereby tjwy may 
bfc ftsVJ. The Heathens then (jron fee) 
areata Argument at all againft thif Do* 
dtAat: They drink, though, not & 
freely as ChrifHans do, out of the pure 
Raver of Ufc 4 and have Grade (ufficU 
ent ("if they pleafe to make ofe of- 
U) for their Coavetfion and Sat.' 

VttfOtl. 

Thus then does tny Propofikioa 
( notwithftaodmg thefe Objediom) 
(tand good. i. From the Nature of 
die New Coventor, a. Fawn thofe 
manifold 'Gills and Invitation!, and 
tfaofe Patketlcal and moft AtteAio- 
oatt Proteflationsand Pronrifes, whkh 
God mafee* to Slitters ~* Andy 9. From 
p-aav and e^prde Texts of Scriptum 
I toll nowfafor from what has been d*f* 
county, and conclude. And, 1 

a. Since Cod In 'Ms infinite -Mercy 
oteiii to all the Children of Men, 
Qrace fufficient for their Copveffion 

and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I ^ I II I I 

76 Sermon the IbkrtJ. 



***.*» Dr. and Salvation, we are to cpnfider, that 
Smfcrfbo, the Fault lies wholly atouf own Doors* 

£&£*** we m ^ car, T» ** coa * ^ ort °f tf» e 
mi Dt- Glory of God. Indeed, were any of 
tr**,st8. us ( as the Learned Hkmmmd fpeafcs J 
,0 * fo left or paft by, as to be* deny'd fuffi- 
cient Grace, and yet defttn'd to penft 
merely through want of Neceuaties, 
the whole Blame could not rationally 
fallonburfelves. It could not be had 
of Chrift'sYoke, thatitis eafy, or his 
Commandment not far from us.. The 
Fault that was found with the Mofaical 
Oeconomy, Heb. 8. 8. and which made 
another (the Evangelical) Neceflary, 
would $11 lie againft'this, viz. That 
Men were not enabled to perform wba^ 
was wquir'd, and yet; the Non-peffor- 
maoce -eternally reveng'd on many 
of them. ■ But now fuffiaent- Grace bet- 
ing tendred by God, and by no De- 
fault, but their own, proving vadk&n- 
al, the entire Blame falls •unavoidably 
on thofe, who donot optn to him, 
that knocks $ fo receive, as to make ufe 
of it 5 but tefift, or grieve, or quench 
what was fo mercifully defign'd, and 
might have been imprOv*d by <ht hum*, 
ble and.diligeot Receivers unto theli 
greateft Advantages. 

3. Siqce 
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i. Since God in his Infinite Mer- 
cy, offers to all the Children of Men, 
Grace fbfficient for their Cotiverfion 
and Salvation, let none of us fuffer 
any diftruftful Thoughts of the Di- 
vine Goodnefs to lie lurking in our 
Souls, but firmly believe, That if 
we humbly and devoutly addrefs our 
felves to him, we (ball obtain Mer- 
cy, and find Grace to help in time 
of need. He hath made (as yon 
have heard ) a New Covenant with 
OS 5 feal'd it with no lefs than the 
Hood of his own Son 3 and; upon 
our Performance of its Conditions, 
«&. Faith and Repentance, prorais'd 
Remiffion and Forgivenefs of all our 
Sins. But he cannot deny himfelf , 
cannot deny his own Covenant* can- 
not deny his Sons Blood, and there- 
fore will infallibly make good his 
Promife, if, with the foremention'd 
Qualifications , we return to him. 
Otherwife indeed, all that Ghrifthata 
done and fuffer'd for us, will ftand 
us in no ftead. For though he has 
appeas'd the Wrath of God 3 taken 
away the Hand* writing that was 
againft us, and purchas'd our Re- 
demption 
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demption by his moft precious Block), 
yet he has not (as the Antiuopuans cdn- 
teod J adually abfolv'd us from out 
Sift! and Wickedntiles. He exDativ 
our Performance of the Conditions 
of hi» Covenant, before he thi» 
«gns pur Acquittance tnd Difchargb 
He hu pot in only into a Salvablt 
State, into a capability of Pardon, 
which he will actually grant to none 
bat fuch as keep his Commandments. 
In a word, He'll be the Author of 
8iIvation only to tbem, who receive 
him in all bis Offices § as their Pro- 
phet to teach, and as their King to 
Svferh, as well as their Prleft to (ave 
tntv Who faithfully ftrve and 
obey him.: Who fulfil his Commands, 
and hearken unto the Voice of fail 
Word: Who repent and torn from 
their Evil Ways * and when they have 
done all the good that they can » 
humbly depend upon his Merits 
fat their Eternal Salvation. Where- 
fore, 

Laftly, Since God in his infinite Mer- 
cy, offers to all the Children of Men. 
Grace fufficientfor their COnverfion and 
Salvation $ fince we (ball reap no nun* 
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nerbf Benefit ftorti the DfetfH of Cnrlft, "" 
but the W*atn ttf 6od ftin abides upon 
ifc; if we 6b ,not accept and ute it a* 
twottehtyietndne ot us ft* the fe- 
ftfre rtHft tk'ftafthtte, but receive add' 
irtiprovettto^ Saltation Of bitfSoafc. 
Let us be no lonfcer Wffcheclted and re- 
bellious ^ no longer grieve the Hoi/ 
Spirit of God 5 but hearken to his 
Voifce, who fo aftedionately fets Life 
and Death before us, and conjures us 
to choofe the better part, and to refufe 
the other. Let ns (as we are prudently 
-attd pioufly advis'd in the 17th Article 
of our Church) lay hold upon the Pfo- 
tnifes of God, as they are reach'd out to 
tis in the Holy Scriptures 5 giving no 
heed to the groundlefs, unwarrantable 
Difcourfes of fome Men concerning 
Abfolute, Peremptory, and Irrefutable 
Decrees, but working out our Salvation 
with all that Care and Solicitude a mat- 
ter of fuch moment requires, even with 
Feat and Trembling. Let us befeech the 
GtodofallGrace,the Author and Finifher 
of our Faith, the whole and fole Foun- 
dation and Caufe of our Hope, our only 
Saviour the Lord Cbrift Jefus, to enable 
ns both to Will and to Do according to 
his good Pleafure 5 to convert our Souls, 

and 
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and toco-operate with us in all our Af- 
piratiQbi after him,, rill ait length he ac- 
complifli bis own Work in us, and to 
the inwiorjai Praife of >ns Free Grace 
and Mercy, reward our Sincere and Per- 
fevering, though imperfeft, Obedience 
with a Crown of Glory. Jme*i 
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-,/;; Psalm 84. i. A /.'.; 

how amiable are thy "B-mU 
; /«jfj * l*£kou Lord df 



r 



WS I 



/ "|^Hefe Wonjs (i conceive) are 4 
. Jp paffibnate Ejaculation of the 
Royal Pfalmift, when he was unnatu- 
rally driven by his Rebellious Son Ab- 
falom, from the Houfe of God. He 
beats his other Afflictions with wonder- 
ful Patience and Refignatidn : The 
Revilings of his Enemies, the Revolts 
of his Friends, the Rebellion of his 
own Son, the Difgrace of his Family 
and the Eclypfe of his Glory. But to 
be banim'd from the Prefence of the 
Jaord, to be foic'd from the Place of 
: G hit 
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his peculiar Abode, to be depriv'd of 
the publick Worfhip of the Sanctua- 
ry; ..th« la a Mediation that fin*} 
his fcous Soul almOft'Mlb ImpatUuta 
and caufethhim even to cry out for the 
* *• Difquitnefs of his Heart. My Soul long- 
tth, (ays he, yea y 'even faint eth for 
the Courts of the Lord : My Heart 
and my Flefb try out for the Living 
God. Tea, tie Sparrow ( he goes .on 
in his Elegant Complaints ) bath 
found for ait Honfe* *md the SwaU 
tow a Neji where /be may lay* her 
Young $ even thine Altars, O Lord of 
Hofts, my King, and my &od. But I 
am debarr'd that Liberty, which thofe 
little Birds, that know nothing of 
thee, enjoy. Whilft they fecurely* fly 
about and fing, yea, build their Nefts, 
and hatch their Young Ones in thy Ho* 
ly Place. Tny Servant wanders tip 
f'j2S«n.and down in the Solitary (<0.Moun- 
i7.aa,x9- tains, ©verwhelra'd with Sorrows, 
overwhelm*d with Vexations, becaute 
vaftly remote from thy Dwelling-Place 
fbjvbi in Sion. (h) then, fend out thy Light 
«• **• and thy Truth} Up them lead me, let tbm 
guide me .unto thy Holy^HiU, and *$ 
thy Tabernacle. T6ek will I go Onto 
tie Star of Qod^ Unto God my ex- 
ceeding 
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M*di*g Jfif S fea, upon the Harp mU 
{ praife tht» 9 Q God, my God. In a 
word i In all his Amidions be feems 
cq Ije grievU at nothing clfe, but 
his unhappy Baniflynent from th* 
S*q&ua.ry of the Lord. This makes 
him fadly to call to mind his for* 
kner happinefs. How he went with tbe^^ 
&f*(tit*dt, and bought them firth into 4,$. 
ike Hvufc of God, in the Voice of 
Profit and Thanksgiving i among fitch 
m Mep Hoty-Hty. How his Soul was 
ifce© filTd, .not with Heavinefe, as 
wsw 5 but with Egtafies, and Raptures, . 
iatoA Joys. How raviftung he alwayl ; 
found the Beauty of Holinefs, how 
transporting the Courts of the Lords 
Houfe, and how nhfpeakable the 
Confolations and Refrefbments of his 
Service. Ail wjii&h is elegantly com* 
pri&'dtn this trioft Affectionate and Se- 
capbick Ejaculation: O how amiable ari 
tkf Dwellings: thou Lord of Hofls J 

,; 3hU (* I 6y ) waS the Caie «of the 
fcbyal Pfclaaift* nothing fo lovely; 
iwtbiog fo defirable, nothing fo amta- 
We , ip his Eyes, as the Beauty of 
Holinefs. And thus is it like wile 
with all the Childr*ri of God. 
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f*;pfal. ( r J A *A* H*r* p**te#j& afoer the IVater- 
V- 1 * 7 * brodks.fo do their Souls pant dflerQed. 
Their Soul* are athhrfi for God, yea, 
eve* for the Living God: and they re- 
joyce to come publickly, and appear 
before the pretence of God. And 
that, ..... 

ift. Becaufe here they are fare to I 
meet him, whom their \Soul lovethj 
to meet him with all his Endear- 
ments and Carefles, and to be won* 
derfully refrefbt with the Solaces of 
his Love. Here efpecially they ex- 
perience the kind AfEftances ot An- 
gels, and the Extraordinary Vifitati- 
ons and BlandHhments of the Holy 
Spirit Here they are delighted with 
Anthems of Praife and Adoration, 
and feaft npon Alleliijah's, Here they 
melt in Calentures of Devotion, and 
feel the moft Extatick Afpirations af- 
ter God. Here they converfe . with 
the Brighteft *nd Bed Being, which 
oftentimes vouchfafes them fuch clear 
Perceptions, and Jively Impreflions of 
his Divine Beauty,, ? that they feem CD 
be with Saint Paul hi/Paradife, en- 
circled and furrotraded with Amazing 
Glories, lifting up their Voices with 

the 
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the bright Companies of Heaven, over- 
flowing with Praifesahd Divine Joys/ 
Here, laftly, they tell what the Lord 
hath done for them, and mutually re- 
count to one another, that He is graci- 
ous, and that his Mercy endureth for 
evert Which Heavenly Exercife fills 
their Hearts with exceeding Joy 5 and 
(as I now come to (hew in the fe- 
cond Place) renders thefe Dwellings 
of the Lord of Hofts delightful and 
amiable beyond Thought or Jmagipa- 4 
tion. 

adly. that Men. ( fays th£Pfal- P&l# IQ7t 
mift) would praife the Lord for his *$• 
Goodnefs, and declare the W wider s that 
he doth for the Children of Men : And 
furely every devout Soul will imme- 
diately take wing at this noble Efc- 
fufion, and rife to the fame height of 
Devotion and Prayer, For if 'tis a joy- 
ful and pleafant thing to be thankful, 
then certainly no pleafure can be fo 
great to a truly pious Soul, as to be? 
bold a whole Congregation unanimolif- 
ly making their moft grateful Acknow- 
legments, and with one Heart and one 
Voice fending up their Prayers and 
Praifes to the Lord. Tisthis, thatcon* 
Q % Ww« 
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(Urates in & great meafure the Happitoeft 
of Heaven. The Bictfednefs df tittt 
place is therefore' unfpeakable and foil 
of Glory, bccaufe in all thofe radftttt 
Quires, there is not fo much as <Hie 
Heart unftring'd, <ine Voice out <>C 
tone $ but the Seraphim and Cheru- 
bim, the Arch-angels and Angeh, %b$ 
Patriarchs, ; Prophets, Apofttes, Mar- 
tyrs, and Saints (land m their beau- 
teous Orders about the Throne, skil- 
fully mingling their djelodioos Voices, 
and harmonioufly fipging the Praifes of 
their Godl And next to the Refrefla,- 
rnents of this Bleffed Society, ( I fay ) 
is that, which pious Souls enjoy from 
the melodious Gonforts, which they 
hear in -the Congregations of the Saints, 
fhw Hearts are all inflamVL with the 
Love of God, which, blown up and 
increas'd by their mutual Ardors and 
flaming Devotions, burns, and Chines, 
and gathers brightnefs, • till it arrives ax 
length in every Breaft to the Splendors 
and Joys of the Extafi'd Seraphim. 
The; all moft humbly and ardently 
pray; thit the Kingdom of God may 
come, and his Name be glorified from 
the riling uo of the Sun, to! the going, 
down of the fame.' Theit Souls there- 
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fbtt are fatbficd, as it were, wkh mar- 
low and fatnefi, whilft they hear one 
another praife the Lord with joyful 
Lips* Our moft excellent and prudent 
Mother is duly fenfible of this, and 
therefore (he frequently calls upon her 
Pious Children, to aflemble themfelves 
together, and by their Harmonious 
Devotions , to enlarge the Joyful nefs 
of their Hearts. come, fays fee, let 
ns Jittg unto the Lord; Let Us heartily 
rejoyce in the Strength of our Salvation •• " 
Let us const before his Prefince with . 
Thank/giving^ and (hew our felves glad 
in bins with Pfalms. And in another 
Hymn : go your way into his Gates 
with Thanksgiving, and into his Courts 
with praife $ be thankful unto hint, and 
ffeak. good of Us Name. And, for the 
fame Keafon, fays the Royal Pfalmift, 
Btejfed are they that dwell in thy Houfi ,♦ 
they will he alway praijing thee. This then 
(* I fay again ) is a Pleafure which no- 
thing on this fide Heaven can pretend 
to Rival, Tis like the Sweets and 
Glories of Paradife : known only to 
thofe happy Spirits who enjoy it • .and 
even beyond their Rhetorics to exprefs, 
ineffable. This is a Pleafure that's moft 
agreeable to our Spiritual and Immortal 
G 4 Nature* 
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Nature, that opens a mpft glorious 
Scene of Seraphjck Joys to the tranfr 
ported $ouJ, and naturally raifeth her 
to a generous Difdainof all the per 
lights an<j Gratifications of this World, 
this, laftly, )s aPleafure that will then 
only Jae augmented, when enlarg'd into 
the Circle of Eternity 5 then only be 
improv.'d, wjienfwallowed up pf Glo- 
ry. Then indeed we (hall meditate and 
praife at a more e^ajted rate : fJehold the 
fair Beauty of the Lord with ppen. 
Face i ap<i commence a moft intimate 
FriendQiip wjth thofe Holy Angels, 
$£f]L. L ( t l) ybp now indeed joy n with us 
c3££ in pur (acred Offices, but by reafon of 
«. p. 4»o. the Weajtpefs of our mortal t^ature, 
dare not unveil tjjeir Glories. And fo \ 
come to my ' 

5. Particular, which is, to (hew the 
Amiablenefs of thefe Dwellings pj 
the jLprd of Hofts, from the Coi)(i«- 
deration pf the jnvifible Hojjt of Hea- 
ven, the Glorious Troops of Angel?, 
that encamp here. Now (not; to infift 

(Ovid, uporft^c Tetympnies of tye, (e) Pgtbtr. 

Hlitoti. . gorea»s T Platonifts, Stokes, and pthac 

Hut d* Defeft. One bmhlk. Sett; 5. c. a 5. Ang.de Civk. Dei, Kb. 

(. c zs. 8c nt». 9«x. f> «^: < ••■ ■ ,•->•?«■ •~ : - t ' ' 
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learned Pagan*, who conftantly aulgn 
this Office or Employment to their in- 
-feriour Deities, .the Mediatours and 
Agents, between their Celeftial and So- 
vereign Powers and . Men, Sar&Hrou? 

$, 'VncvrejnMi, as (/J Ce/fc/ calls them, (f) orig. 
ihe Nobles, Prefidents, Captains, and J 10 "*-**"* 
chief Officers of the m#ft High God, their 
Paatptu or Angels,) That thefe Blefied 
Spirits do not only delight to pitch 
their Tents among the Sons of Men, 
and in all places to minister to them, 
Who are Heirs of Salvation ; but that 
they likewife do more especially re Joyce 
to keep their Sacred Station in the Houfe 
of Cod, and there to affift and joyn 
with them in the Performances of their 
Devotions, the Royal Pfalmift puts be- 
yond all reafonable Doubt. The Chari- 
ots rf God, (ays (g) he, fpeaking offc)w,i. 
this PJace, are twenty thoufand, even®' 1 * 
tftoufands of Angels : and the Lord k 
among them §t in the Holy Place of Sinai, 
For how that is, Mofet informs us , 
Darf.33. ?. The Lord, (ays he, came 
from Sinai, and refe from Seir unto, 
tbmi> be Jbined firth from Mount Pa- 
ran, qgd became with his Holy ten thou- 

fond*. Agreeable tgtjiis is tjie Vifion 

•■■■'- ' ■ Q f 
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0»n 6. of the Prophet IfaUjk. 1 fa* the Lord, 
fI ' fays he, Jkting npott a Throne, high and 
lifted up, 4ml J&fr Tr 4l» /5V/ the Temple, 
His Train, or (as the Septuagint ex- 
prefsfr) Arfig* dorS, his Glory, #,-«, 
his Glorious fUthrae of Angels, which 
is evident from thefe following Words 5 
Tie Seraphim cried one to another, 
and /aid, ffofy, Holy, Holy n the Lord 
ofHofts, the whole Earth is fall of bh 
Glory, For tbisCaufe, fays the forecited 
Pfal.ijS.r.Pfaknift, I wiU give thanks nHt0 '&'» 
Lord, with my whole Heart : *E*zrrtot 
'A^Aair. Before the Angels will I jiug 
Pratfc mtto thee. For that this belongs 
to the Home of God, is plain from that 
which immediately follows. Iwittwor- 
Jbip towards thy Holy Temple. Nay, this 
., was fo well known, and io univerfally 
believy, that King Agrippd, dehortfng 
the Jews from rebelling againft the Ro- 
mans, thought he could no ways fo 
convincingly allure them of his Inte- 
grity and Affections, 4s by. calling to 
witnefs their Sacred Temple and the 
Holy Angel9 of God, that refided there. 
(*)Jor«ph. Mapfrtj^oftM Hiyd fsh (fays (A) he ) 
< e *»• J/*»r r/ 2yt*, £ ife-tigfc .'taffac *6 
$£, ,J; ®«8. In (h6rt, all theCuttains of die 
(i) Lib. %. Tabernacle (as the learned. (?) Medt 
P-345. ob . 
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obfervesj werefilM with tbePi&ures 
of Chewbinw, «od the Walls of &&• 
moms Tempi? within w$b carved Ghe* 
rufcims, and the Arft of the Tefttaony 
overfpread and covar'dwith two migh- 
ty Cherubims,' oall'd Heb. o. 5. *Ar £fte- 
iW^far* «f G/w/, S. e. of the Divine Pre- 
fence, to fignifie, that where God's Sa- 
cred Memorial is, the Eofign of tris^Go- 
Tenant and Oommerce with Aftefij there 
the Ble&d Atogcfe do out of Dafty pay 
their Attendance. 

Thus then was it in the Jetnijb Tem- 
ple : The Heavenly Guards did there 
attend, and keep their Rendezvous as 
in their Mafters Houfe. But (to fpeak 
in the Words of the excellent Bifhop 
(4) Tajfhr) were the Rudiments of the 00 &t*t. 
Law worthy of an Attendance of Angels, ^7^ 
and are the Memorials of the Gofpel 
deftituteof fo brave a Retinue } Did 
the Beatrfy'd Spirits wait Upon the 
Types, and do they decline the Office 
at the Mioiftratton of the Subftance £ Is 
the Nature of Man made woffe fince 
the Incarnation of the Son of God } Or 
have the Angefc pnrchas'd an Exemption 
from their Mintftry, fince Ghrift became 
Our Brother ?. The ancient Fathers and 
' '■'• \ • "■'' Writers.' 
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Writer* of the Church (I am fure) 

thought otherwife. Vrecopius tells us, 

That God exhibits 4wnfelf, or appears 

peculiarly in the Temple by the Angels. 

,_ _ And (/) St. Chtyfopm reproving the irrc 

SK verent Behaviour of his Congregation, 

cm- aflures them, that the Church is no 

place of Secular Bufinefsor Occupations, 

but the place of the Angels, the place of 

Archangels, the Palace of God, the 

Image of Heaven. And in his 24th 

Homily, upon the A&s of the Aftflb> 

'Oux dfrofc fays he, *r< i*Kt" 'Ayfa* 

ufMv&S, iy fcmog y&S* 5 i. e. K*o*V 

thou tiot, that thou ftandefi with the Aft' 

gels} Ihou fingefl with thevt, with then 

, th»H praiftft God, and Jiattdefi thm 

laughing? Nay, the whole Church 

( as appears from Saint Bafils Liturgy ) 

\ya$ of the fame mind, for there we 

find her addrefling her felf to God in 

this Form : klancvra. Kv^ 6 ©6& »/*<*' 

§ Kata^qsu; <*> &&wo7; roe, ray /&*>**■> 

iy ?e£Ti«$ 'AyJfoaw, te Aetrttpyfo* "J? 1 ' 

. ok &6fy<;, yoino-w avv rn lw&» ^/ M "> 

tiaofrw dyt»v 'A}Rfa» >«*&«« aV ^ 6tr> T 

'AyMnt* : i. e. ' O Lord our God, *w 
haft conflituted the Orders and Armies of 

: • M eU 
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Angels in Heaven for the Ministry of thy 
Gloty, caufe thy Holy Angels to enter with 
«r, that we may officiate and glorify thy 
Goodnefs together. In a word, St. Paul 
has put the Cafe beyond all doubt, for [£*' "' 
engaging the Women to a decent and 
modeft Behaviour in the Church, They 
ought to have their Heads cover d, fays 
he, hei Ttfe 'A>RAs?, becaufe of the An- 
geb. But why becaufe of the Angels, 
unlets they attend here > 

Thus then 'you fee upon what ac- 
count thefe Dwellings of the Lord of 
Hofts are fo delightful and amiable. 
They fill the Hearts of the Faithful 
with unconceivable Joy and Gladnefs, 
and are alfo thought worthy to be the 
Courts and Regions of Angels. They 
are the peculiar Habitations of Grace, 
the Courts of Bleffednefs, the Gates of 
Heaven, oy©»k, (ays St. Gregory^ hcl- 
yw®U Heaven it felf upon Earth, one 
ftcp farther is Glory. What' then muft 
we think in the 

rft Place, of fuch Perfons, who 
%end all their time in the purfiiit either 
of the Profits or Pleafures of f he World, 
and feldora or never vouchfafe to vific 

thefe 
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thefe Dwellings, of the Lo*4 > T«» «*> 
plain, that they have Bttteornpfeofcpf 
the Beauty of Hoitosfs* pf the torn, 
blenefe of Gods Houfe, f* of the Of 
lightsof his Service. U they W, their 
Souls would foon return from that ea* 
gerOjafeof Secular CQtDplaceoa«,t<j 
the more defitfWe Fruition pf thofe Di- 
vine Reirettwwnts, thofc Cfcw W& s <* 
Heaven,thofeAntiapatioosofWiff,wflicl» 
fill the Hearts of them, that pnhtickljf 
fervetheLord. Twas always thus fas I 
have already ohferv'd) with the Children 
of Qod. One Day fpept in the pupw* 
worfhip of the Sanctuary, affected tow 
Souls with greater Delight and Saw* 
etiQVi than a thoufand in any otter 
Place or Condition. Om U*y (feys ft 
exit'd Prophet) inth> Q>»rts % is better m 

' '"' k?eP*r*r Porter in the Horfe <(M *» 

to <&*tf(aud fare fumptUQwfljMW dW 

itttbcTtntsofWicksdHefi. And a« 

Om thing h«w I defied of the X#* 

which I will milrequite, wentb** \H 

dwelt Jn the Houfe of the Lord aUW 

Days of mi Ufa to behold thtfdtj&r 

t, of the Lord, **d to vifit kkj<*fc 

And in another place we findbu»« 101 

no left than Sewphick £eal and *£ 
, ijueiice 
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qiience, exciting and teaching the Peo- 
ple for the fake of this Houfe, to pray 
for the Peace of the City, where 'twas 
built. fray ((kys he) for the Peace of Hal. 122. 
Jernfalemt they fhaU pro fper, that love 
thee* Peace be within thy Walls 5 and 
pknteoufnefs within thy Palaces. For my 
Brethren and Companions fahgs I wiM wijb 
thee Projperity. Tea, becaufeefthe Houfe 
of the Lord our God I rpillf*e\todo thee 
good. The Patriarchs and Prophets were 
Men of the lame Devotion. Abraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob, in all the places where 
ihey pitched their Tents, ere&ed Altars 
with their Steps and Inclofures, for the 
Solemnities oiF Divine Worfhip; and 
the Prophet Daniel with all imaginable 
Earneftnefs and Fervour, intercedes with 
Heaven for the rebuilding of the Sandu* 
aty, that was fallen down. Caufe thyc 9. 17. 
Fate flays he) to jfrine upon thy SanHnary, 
thdt is defolate , far the Lord's fake. And 
thy Servants, by his Fellow-Captives* 
tidfe pkafwre in her Stones, and favour the 
DmSl thereof. The very Ruins of Siod 
were more delightful tothero, thanall the 
flrtely and magnificent Stru&ures of Ba- 
bfftm. In ftort/tis abfolutely iropoffible^ 
that Man Aiould fincerely love God, 
who delights not in the pface where his 

Honour 
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Ho nour* dwells : Who can delude his 

Soul with any little*, impertinent, trivial 

Excufe, when the Church calls him to 

* his Devotions. ( m ) 

(m) nAwUNrf Ani Gome then, myBreth- 

Z ™ :rT *? ™ p *r ren, come conftamly 

* *,, M .'« **fc * «W. |o 4* Holy Afiera* 

j, */«« t» «?/«{;«,, t» «* blies. Let nothing but 

^j/sbV liar, f «fc«w Su/w abfolutc Neceflity, keep 

»s». n*w« »f &:«'* tJj- you from the Congrega- 1 

r«2r e« «»TfexsT6, «f •« tions of the Samts* 

« Swn«Mr t W **?**} Here you hold Commu- 

ffiEk «?"« tia nion with the Biefled 
Edit. * Quires above, and joyni 

with Angels and Arch*- 
angels,iri finging the Praifes of your God* 
Here you'l be indu'd with fuch wonder- 
ful Power from on High, as will raife 
you above the Terrors and Allurements 
of this World, enable you to defpife both 
its Frowns and Flatteries, and cheat fully 
to lay down your very .Lives for the; 
Lords fake. 'Twas this, that rendred". 
the Primitive Chriftiaos inthe timesofi 
Perfecution, fo invincible and glorious** 
They- acquitted themfelves bravely in the 
Day of Battel, becaufe they were always 
girded about with this mighty Armour of 
God. They gallantly maintain'd the 
Field againft the (trongeft Effdrts of the 

z Enemy, 
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Enemy, becaufe they held uptheir Shields 
together,, and , cpratyuly united their 
P/ayeraandPrai/Jes in thepubJick Aflera- 

' Mies. They came off with the glorious 
Chara&er of more than Conquerours, be- 
canfe they fear'd not to anemble them- 
felves in the Honfe- of God, tbo' they 
were fare to loofe their Lives, while they 
were there fpeakjog -of his Honour. 

^btne them, I fay qgain, to thefe Holy 
AJfcmblies 5 for where (bould dutiful. 
Children be, bu{ in their Fathers Dwel- 
lings ? Twas our Lords own Anfwer 
to. his Mother,, when, (he found him in 
the temple, an4 witn the tendered and 
molt afteftionate Complaints, aflur'd 
him, That fbe andt his (reputed) Father 
h#d (long.) fought . him forrowing. 
Mow * it, lays he, that yt (thus) fought uk§ ' 
nttf mfkje $fot y ^that J mujt be £0 rcSt 
T8 XUfrfii i#s3, in mj Fathers. Houfe t 

jadly, Not only come, but come like* 
wife with Reverence and Godly Fean 
TJbe Patriarch Jacob, .no fooner per- 
ceiv'd by the afcendingand defending 
otjbe Angels at Bethel, that 'twas pods 
Hpufe, but he brake out into this pious 
Ejaculation *• 'Qt fojS«po$ 6 T&r®, Zt&> 1 
H How 
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Geo. i& Hop, Venerable, how Sacred, how Dreadful 
%1 ' is ihk place ? And I would to God, 
that not only you, wfio Heir toe this 
Day, but that all the People of ttiis Na\ 
tion could be perfwaded to follQvrhisr 
excellent Example. For never xfertiiiii-/ 
ly did Men behave themfelves with left 1 
Refpeft to thefe Dwellings of the Lord, 
thandofome, and thofe of our owii. 
Communion tod, in thefe Days. Saiqt 
Chryfoftdm indeed was highly dlfpieasM 
with his Auditory for their Walking, 
Talking, and fuch like Behaviour in the 
Church; telling them plainly, That 
this indecent Carriage was peculiar td 
thefrifelves, no other Chriftians in the 
wholfc World prefuming to do the Kke. 
But had this eminent Father been referv'd 
for our Age, I fear he would have found 
much greater Occafion for his pious. In- 
dignation. For how many are there, 
faho come to thefe Religious Aflembiies 
purely to gratify theif Curiofityv to 
gaze about them, arid make impertinent 
Obfervations, without any regard to the 
great Bufinefs of the place, The Worlhip 
of God, and the Salvation of their 
Souls? [How many, who either flee£ or 
talk aiyay a great prt of their time here, 
ahd then impute this illaudabfe, utichri- 
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(Han, Temper, riot to the Suggcftions of 
Satart,' nor to the Wickednefs of their. 
owri Hearts. 5 but either to the defpicablt 
Learning, the penurious Invention, the 
mtfbrightly Thoughts, the infiptd Ex- 
(>reffions, or the ungrateful Accent of 
t!b*r Preacher? How many (with grief 
dnd (barac I fpeafc it) who aft like Men 
rarhiramongft Buffoons and Stage-play- 
e», -than in the Houfe of God 5 by their 
Wanton, ludicrous, and infolent Beha- 
viour, rendrmg themfelves the Spots 
ahd Blemilhes of our Congregations, 
and <he Reproach ahd Scandal, of our 
moft Holy Religion ? Believe me my 
Brethren, the very Aliens and Strangers 
to the Common- wealth of Ifrael will afc 
(fare you, that thefe things ought not fo 
to be. Intrant in Tet/tpla compofiti, (#)(») Sen. 
lays z\tMtedPagan t adf4crijicium accejfit- qj^ ft#lib , 
fiViifatm fubmittimus, Togam adducimus, 7. cap' go. 
ad omne argumentum modejii* fingimur. 
And a greater than hfe, the (0) Divine (•) De 
Ptih t would have that Perfon puniQYd J^ 1 ^ 
even with Death, who mould dare to fine, 
offend heinoufly in the publick Worflrip 
oftheiiGods. 

But if thefe Examples of Unbelievers 

fiave not influence enough to fhame thefe 

H % *n- 
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unthinking Perfons, into . a greater Re- 
gard and Veneration for the Honfe q£ 

God, I intreat them at Leaft to C9pfid«r 
bow hoiwjurable and facreo* rtapoea^to 
be from thrHoly Scriptures. The Pfitf-, 

161 ' , • * mlft affiires us, That #*e ttrAkwtb tfyh 
Gates efSion, mm tbanallsht DvtiUfwgf 
ofjacah Andean we To lightjy efteero. 
tpofe Tabernacles, which the ; Majsfty 
of Heaven fo highly values } Obt -fjord. 
has gracioufly promis'd, that where two 
or three are thus gather'4 together iq b'i* 
Name, there he is in the midft of thepj. 
And is it not our Duty to demean; our 
felves after, the rnoft awfid*' ferioaf,' tod, 
folemn manner in the Prefence of Him, 
who is to be our Judge >, The invifibje 
Hoft of Heaven, the glorious Troops 
of Angels (as you have feen) encamp 
here. And can we behave our ifeives 
rudely or uuhandfomely in fuch glori- 
ous Company ? In.fiiort, in thefeGofir 
fecrated Places, God has particularly 
promis'd to meet us, and to'blefs us, and 
to hear our Petitions.. IJuvtfa*8iff&. 

iKwg** the fbtffbjt He to Stbmm) utickOm 
tiifi \ built ; i. e. the Houfe, which yon 
hav defign'd for my Worflrip, I have 
deuV \'d for your Blefliog 5 what you 
hav •; dedicated, t h%ve accepted 5 wjbat 

you 
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yoti liave copfecfatfed, I have 1 i&U 
Iow f d 5 I have taken it to the fame puT- 
pofe, a$ you defied tt in your fir ft In- 
tentions and Expence. Now then fince 
Man hath offer*d', and God hath accep- 
ted :;Sin(ie (I fay) thefe Places are both 
by God and Man defign'd only for the 
Service of God> and the Office of Reli- 
gion^ right Reafon as well as the Relir 
gion 6f all the World will certify, That 
they ptight to be treated with efpecial 
Reverence and Hondur. We Juftly.' 
efteem thofe Perforrs honourable, whom* 
the Fountains of Honour in Givil AV- T 
count have entitled to Honour. \ But 
God is the proper and true Fountain of 
Honour ., and therefore (ince he has de- 
rived a peculiar Honour upon thefe pla- 
ces, accepted them for his own, put his 
Name upon them, and dignifies thern, 
with his fpecial or moft gracious Pre- 
fence, we ought ( I fay) to demean our 
felves in them continually with Reve- 
rence ahd Honour. With Reverence 
and Honour continually $ not only 
white the Offices of Religion are aJhi-* I 
ally in Minfftration, but alfo when they ' 
are over: Thofe places, which have" 
once ehteritairfd Religion after this man- 
ner, being fepafate ahd facred for ever. 
H| What 

--" 
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What mean then Tome amongft us, by 
irreverently putting on their Hats in 
thefe places, as foon as the Sacred Offi- 
ces are over } They would not behave, 
therofelves at that rate in the Prefence* 
.chamber, tho' the Kin^ was npt there 5 
much lefs in the Prefeoce of the King 
himfelf, before whom, as longasttyey 
ftand, and not only while they are per* 
mitred tofpeak to him, they are careful 
to continue their Expreffions of the 
tpoft folemn and extraordinary Reve* 
rence. Nay, what meant our Diflent- 
ing Brethren, when in the late unhappy 
times of Usurpation and Rebellion, 
vid.E?ag. they (as the Man Vandals of old ferv d 
uf* the Orthodox Chriftians in 4frica) pro- 
cap." 15. ftituted our Churches to all the lamenta- 
ble Abufes of the moft infolent Pro- 
phaneneft? Our Saviour drove the 
Beafts out of the Temple; but they 
prefumptuoufly brought them in again* 
He pronounced it an Houfe of Prayer, 
but they mod impioufly render'd it again 
a Deo of Thieves. But to conclude : 
Whatever others can prevail with them* 
felves to do, let us, my Brethren, per* 
petually take care to demean our felves 
decently in the Houfe of God* Let us 
never defecrate thefe amiable Dwellings 

: of 
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of the Lord of Hofts by opjr f mp*ety and 
Impertinence, ojqr curious, lazy, pro* 
phane Difpofitionsj but by our Devout, 
Induftrious, and Reverential Attendance 
updn the Holy Offices, whilft they are 
doing, and our humble and modeft R? T 
tireraent when they are done, demon- 
(Irate to Men and Angels, that they are 
the De/ire of pur Souls, the Pelight of 
our Eyes, and the lingular Refrefliment 
and Joy of our Hearts. Thu§ will He t 
whom the Heaven, and the Heaven of 
Heavens cannot contain, vpuchfafe us 
his moft Gracious Prefenc? in our Re- 
ligious Aflembliesj the Holy AngeJs, 
that refide here, behold our Devotion? 
with wonderful Complacency, and De? 
light, to join with us in praifing the 
Goodnefs of our God. Thus will our 
Souls arife and (hake themfelves from 
the Duft, every Day regain more an4 
more their Native Vigour and Bright- 
nefs, till (like Eagles, that haye re* 
new'd their Plumes) they take Wing 
and fly away from thefe Houfes of 
Prayer into the Regions of Praife $ from , 
thefe AmiablcDwellings of the Lord of 
Hofts* with Men upon Earth, into his 
moft peculiar Habitation in the Higheft 
Heaven, where he unveils his Beauty, 
H 4 and 
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"~ and (bines in his Effential Glory to all 
hbSainfe, who in Hymns and Songs, 
which none, but immortal Beings cart 
fing, extol and magnify the Incompro 
henfible Greatnefs and Goodnefs of 
their Maker, for Ever and Ever. To 
which Blefled State, Ooi in Mercy 
bring us all, through the Merits and 
Mediation of Jejfyr the Beloved. To 
whom with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, Three Perfons and One Infinite 
and moft Glorious Lord God, be Glo- 
ry in the Church throughout all Ages, 
and World without End. Amen. 
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Matt. 5. 34/ 

Smear not at all, 

■•-,.. ■ . , < ■ ■ 

NOT atallinFalfe, not at all in 
Ordinary Matters. For that this 
Prohibition, asuhfrerfal as it feemsto 
be, extendi no farther, I (hall endea- 
vow to evince, 

- Ti Frmtb$ Nature ef attOatb. . 

JU Erm the Holy Scriptures. 

* From the PraSife of thtftlmittw 
Cbrifytnr, And, 

•/$ RojmikeCfijbjiftie Jewfc ?4fc* 
• occafant&iL 
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i. From the Nature of an Oath. Now 
(not to iqfi£ upon the N%c$fljty of ^ 
Oath 3 that J considering the General 
Corruption of Mankind, Kingdoms and 
Bodies Politick cannot poffibly fubfift 
wtphqtlt It 5 and that the Bleffed Jefiis 
came not to infringe, but to fecure the 
Interefts of Princes) an pajih is an ad: 
of Religious Worfhip; a giving Glory 
to Grod, an open and folemn Acknow- 
ledgment of. his mod: Glorious Attri- 
butes. Thereby we declare our Belief 
of his Omniprefence : That He is in 
the Heavens and in the Earth, and j# 
the Sea,.a«d in all deep Places. We 
confefs his Omnifcience j that all things, 
even the Secrets of our Hearts, are nak- 
ed and open unto the Eyes of Him with 
whom we have to do. We acknow- 
ledge his Omnipotence : Ttot he can a- 
venge Himfelf of them, that Swear falf* 
ly, and punifh the Wrong-doer. And 
we glorify his Juftice, that will by no 
means hojd him guiltlefs, that tak?th 
his Name in Vain. . All this, I fay, we 
do in the taking of an Oath. We extol 
and magnify the Perfe&ions of our Ma- 
ker, and proclaim his Goodnef* and 
Greatnefs to all the World. Hence it is, 

(kit 
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that he fo feverely commands the Jews "" 
not to Swear by any other Name. Thou 
jhdt fear the "Lord thy God, (a) fays he, (a) Deut. 
him /bait thou ferve, and to him Jbatt l0 -*°- 
thou cleave, and fwear by his Name. And 
(£) a g** n > b>t*9 W} among thefe Nations^ ^ j^ 
thefe that remain amongfl you, neither 23. 78. 
tnakg mention of the name of their Gods, 
nor caufe to fwear hy them, — - But cleave 
unto the Lord your God. And again 9 
moft vehemently by his Prophet (O-I-,* chM 
faiah, I have fworn hy my felf, the word 45.?. 23. 
if gone out of my Mouth in Righfeoufnefs, 
and /ball not return, That unto me every 
faee Jhafl bow, every tongue Jhatt fwear. 
He would not have his Glory imparted 
to any Other 5 would not fuffer them to 
communicate any part of his W or (hip to 
them, that were no Gods. And there- 
fore when ( notwithftanding all thefe 
Prohibitions ) that difobedient and 
Gain faying People went a Whoring 
after other Gods, and Sware by their 
Names , he moft paffionately refented 
the Affront, and refolved to punifh it 
with more than ordinary Severity. / 
*iB cut off, (d) fays he, them that wor- 
Jhtytbe UoH of Heaven upon the houfe-tops, W*fa** 
and them that worfbip, and that fwear by the * '•* 
Lord, and that /wear by Malchom. And 

Jeri 
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Jer. 5. 7. How JbaU I pardon thee for 
this ? Thy Children $ave farfak§n tne, 
t ' 1 <«</ yWar ^r roo» that are no Gods. 
And again, Amos 8. 14. The) thatfi»ear 
fa the Sin of Samaria, and fay, ThyGod % 
O Dan, Uvethf and tke y manner of Beer- 
(bebaliveth j even they JbafffaB, and ne- 
ver rife ut> again. But now if to Swear 
by. any otheTName but that of God him- 
felf, was look'd upon by him as no Jefs 
than Idolatry, then certainly to Swear 
by his own Name muft be fo far from 
being an Impiety, that 'tis (as I have 
laid) an Aft of Religious Wojrfhip, an 
Aft well-pleafing and acceptable in his 
Sight, Honourable to himfelf, as well 
as Beneficial to Men, and confequemly 
in fome Cafes not only Allowable, but 
Highly commendable too. Which I 
(hall attempt to manifeft. 

3. From the Holy Scriptures. They 
(*)?hl6-}.that fwear by himfhaUbe commended, (e) 
,2, fays the Pfalmih. And accordingly 
good Men have done it upon juft Occa- 
fions, in all Ages of the World. Aba- 
cs ) Gotham caus'd his Servant to Swear to him, 

3/. ' 'God of Heaven, anjthe God of the Earth. 
(A) Gd>, /y Iftac and Abimtkch (h) Jacob and 
3,,44 ' $J * Lahaff 
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Laban entred into Covenants by Oath. 
(Jnder the (*) Law God frequently re~P) JJ°* 
quired it of the |en?j. And as for thcX*^. 
State of the Gofpel, every Man, Qw(4}S|^?- 
St. 4u!im well obferves againft the Pe/^ ffXf 
giapt) who underftands any thing of Tom* a. 
the .Nature of an Oath, muft acknow- 
ledge, that we have (7) St. Paul for (0 » Cor. 
an Sample. T£e G^ **^ f#Jfty tfiii^e. 
4t$r<%vrd Jefitf Chrilf^ fays he, 3^0 ^riCoiM.ij. 
bkjfed for evermore, knovoeth that I j^Oitf.*o. 
net a And, God n myWitnef*. And, / 
call God for a record npon my SohL And 
again, Behold before God I lye not. Nay, 
Qui feleJTed Lord himfelf is known to 
have done the fame thing : That Obli- 
gation, which the High Prieft at his 
Arraignment laid upon him to confefs, 
whether he was the Chrirt, omot^ and to 
which, after Silence to all other Quefti- 
ons,. he immediately anfwer'd, being 
an Ufual and cuftbmary (m) Oath a* wvkL 
mong the Jetps. In ftort, God him- Grot. & v 
felf and his Eleft Angels have praftis'd [Jf*^!* 
it* 1 beard the man cloatbed in Line^^ 2 e. 9 ^$. 
Cays the Prophet (V) Daniel, which ( n ) ci2 .. 
was upon the waters of the River > when he ▼• 7* 
held up his right band and hk left hand 
untafieaven^ and foare by him^ that Uv- 
etb for tver % And (0) St John^ The fa)*«r.«o. 
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: { -Angela which I faw ft and upon the Sed 
. t . and upon the Earth, lifted up his hand td 
* ' Heaven, and [ware h) him that liveth for 
ever and ever. And otir BlefTed Maker is 
pleafed to deliver himfelf after th$ fame 
manner above Seventy times in the Old 
<0 . Teftameiit. But from all thefe Places 
' . : ; of Scripture, Hay, 'tis abrindaritly ervi- 
' • dent, that the Prohibition in my Text 
is not exclufive of all Shearing what/b* 
ever, but that 'tis to be under ftoodVitb 
fome Limitations and Reftriftidns. .. For 
Undoubtedly it an be ho Sin to walk in 
that Path, which tW Patriarchs, the 
Prophets, the Apoftles, ttie Holy An- 
gels, otir Lord himfelf, and Odd the 
Father have chalk'd out to us. 

3. This is like wife evident from the 
Pra&icfc of the Primitive Chriftiani. 
They jngag'd themfelves in their pub- j 
^ lib .lick Aflemblies (as Q>) Plihy tells Trtjan) 
io.Ep9T.by Oath, not to commit any trefpafe ei- 
ther again ft God or Man. And though 
they could riot be iridiic'd to Swear by 
the Emperors Genius, becaufe they knew 
it to be a Damon or Evil Spirit ; yet they 
ft) va. (sf) (Baflides, a new Convert in Seve- 

Hift. «M ***** t * me > e * ce P tec never refund, when 
cap.5. 1 'commanded by the Imperial Laws, to 

Swear 

Digitized by VjOOQIC • 



^*~*~ 



Sermon the Fifth. 1 1 r 

Swear either by the ttacqe of (3bd ? or 
by the Emperors Safety. This (fays (r) (r) Apot 
UrtuHUn) they were always ready to 'f* *■• 
do 5 andT for this they were nevtfrcojn-- 
<f emn'd, by any pf the Bi&ops afid &- 
tfprs of their Souk St Bap indeed, 
and his d6?r Friend. Gregory Nazian%en^ 
fcem in fome places to interdift all' 
Swearing whatfoever. But then 'tis plain 
from the Canonical Epi files of the (Off) va. 
One, and the Treatife n/& ^ oAe/£gx**s ofcto<S-fc*v 
the Other, that they never intended JJ S.^S; 
thofe Expreffions of theirs (hould be u*'y& Bat. : 
niverfally underftood, but that they ftill 
allpw'd the taking of an Oath, when ■ 

commanded by Lawful Authority, and 
pioufly performed. Nay, they were 
fo far from cerifuring or reproving their 
Flocks for this, that they both authorized 
it by their Pra&ice, and alfo forc'd fome 
Men to it by ttieir own Confutations. 
Thus the Ephefine Coundl caus'd Hejlo- 
rius and ViSor to Swear : Athanafius did^ 
it voluntarily and moft vehemently in. 
his Apology to the Emperor Conttantius t 
and the Fathers at Chalcedon by the 
ttealth of their Princes. But now is it 
poflible for any Judicious, Sober^ Intel- 
ligent Perfon to conceive, that thefe Fa^ 
thersand Councils, fome of which were 

advanced 
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~ advanced to their Sear bf^mffiedUrcr 
appointment and Direftion of the Holy 
Ghoft and who were all profeBdj al>- 
folute', irreconcileable Enemies to all; 
Heretical and Unchriftian Ddftrinfes, 
mould either allow themfelve^or coiln-, 
tenande others in a Prafticeahy way* re^ 
' pugnant to the Laws and Principles of. 
their moft Holy Religion 

- 
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If it be faid, fas by ablate (0 Ao^ 
(0 or. thor 'tis more than (uggefted) that they. 
m& did, becaufetheyfcruplednottoSw^ 
feSofbythe Health or Safety of th«rEnjp*- : 
s w «ring, foUrs as we u as by the Naroeof GoUj, 

BSS'i ™t™> that * ,n th " ,s * ey f ?*°?l d ^ 

Examples, not only of good JofipK W. 
of Di faithful Soldier and SerW; 
Zt;*j& the Htoto, as you may. fee fcw,, 
42. i<, 1 6. and a&». ii.'li. but <W»: 
of the great Apoftle St.Pd< and ofthe. 
Prophet E///&a h both which, to affure 
us, that where we are alloWd to Swear*, 
by the Name of God, there, <tho* only 
there )7.we>aJ lawfully exprefs out 
Oath in the Form of advocating flit 
Creature, as it relates to God, (fuchaij 
Oath by Implication calling, as our Lord, 
declares in the 23d of .St. M^w, tfte 
God of that Creature himfelf to witnefi). 

hav« 
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plainly deljwi 'd theta/elves in fuch 
Foraii of Swearing. A* the Lord livitb s 
ami Xs4ky &frf Metki i*) fays the Lat-(«;iKing. 
tor ncv Ms than ditto times to his Mafter 2 * 
EB§Mh, IviUmbtiifoethee. And the (w)(w) « Cor. 
fatawr to bis Qndnthiam y K*ft' fi/ttt&st *'* 

Sj^&.jfeg/^IiifrS^ Ku&bp »/«». i.e, 
Bj WW Rejcycittgi or by the Rejoycbtg^ 
which vfumjonr Account I have in Chrtft 
Jcfm ottr Lord, I die daily. And (bf 
the ttay) we- of this Nation ad at this 
d*yf>y «bp feme Rnk» when taking an 
Ottth in the Courts of Judicature, we 
hf out band fat the (x) P«tive^ v £ 
Chrift'tans did before us? upon the Hoi; Hilt m.6 . 
ftftfe, and fey, 9o;help me.God, andg*5*. 
dke Contents of th ft Book. And let any ^notaUo. 
Jffan.who duly t6n$de»it, impugn this u-iobnt 
Role, if hr can. . ...'••.- v.- v 

- - -4. ' This doth farther appeaVfaoin the 
Cnftom of the 3<&4 whi&i oc&fion'd 
the Prohibition in the Text. Their Do- 
fter»aU6wtt them to Swear upon any 
trifling, incorifiderabie occafibni. proVi- 
fted the fabjeft Matter of their Oath was 
trae : yea, *6 they Sware not by the 
Natneoffibd, npriby any Gift immediT 
ttdycdpfocratedtohitn, tb^jperpritted 
I then* 
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them tiot ohJj to Swear Commonly, but 
Falfly too. &ui jurat per Cmkm &Ter* 
ram liber eft, fed qui jurat per Dei Nomi- 
na tenetur; fays their Talmud. Now oar 
Lord came to refcue the Law from their 
falfe Glofles and Comments, and to fill 
it up, or toreftore it toits full fenfe atf 
meaning. . Accordingly we find him to 
the fore- cited Chapter of St.Mattbew fe- 
verely upbraiding and threatning them 
for this Cuftom. Wo unto you, fays he, 
ye blind Guides, who fay , Whofoever fbaM 
fwear by the Temple y it is nothing 5 but 
whofoever jhall fwear by the Gold of the 
Temple, he is 4 Debtor. And, whofoever 
pall fwear by th\ Altar it is nothing $ but 
whofoever jweareth by the Gift that is upon 
it, be is a Debtor. And in my Text he 
exprefly forbids it I fay unto you, fays 
he 9 Swear not at all : neither by Heaven 
for it k Gods Throne 5 neither by the Earth, 
for it is bis Foot*ffool : neither by jerufit- 
lem, for it is the City of the Great King. 
Neither fait thou frnar by thy Head, be* 
caufe thou canft not makfi one hair white or 
black; For that he levels this Prohibition, 
not (imply and abfolutely againft all 
Swearing whatfoever, but againft this 
Sophiftical and impious, this Common 
and perjurious Cuftoraof the jfw/, die 
.; Forms 
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Forms of Swearing here Prohibited, as 
yftll as the fo^mentioned Confidera- 
tlons, oblige me with the moft Learned 
Commentators ro believe. 

( Thus then you hare feen, i. From 
t% Nature of an Oath. a. From the 
Holy Scriptures. 3. From the Pra&ice 
"o£ the Primitive Chriftiahs. And, 4. 
From the Cuftom of the Jemjthidk oc- 
cafioo'd *u\ that the Prohibition in taf 
Text, asUniverialasitleemstdbe, does 
not extend to aU &fes whatfoeVeir, but 
only to falfe and ordinary Matters. That 
we are ftill allow'd upon juft Occafions 
to take an Oath ; or by a folemn invoca- 
tion of iheName of God to confirm what 
we fay. 

feat how, leaft this Liberty be con ver* 
ted into Licentioufnefs, and this Graci- 
ous Indulgence become an Occafion of 
falling into unwarrantable Practices : I 
tball briefly lay before you the great Im- 
piety otheinoufhefe of tfce Sins forbid^ 
den in die Text, *is. Of Perjury and 
Common Swearing. And 

iw Of Perjury, fcow an Oath being 

a Calling of God to Wifnefs, oir ah Ap* 

la V** 
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peal to him for tfce IfttMh of what' *rt 
fay, He, who prevails wifti Mmfelf to 
Swear falfely, or to appeal «o <5of fbt 
his Integrity, when his Heart is fvSL of 
Deceit and FaHhood, is guilty of 'the 
inoft'preiumptnons ana dating •Provoca- 
tions. He lays the greateft Affront mi 
IndignUyiiponitelnajettyof Heaveir, 
as can be imsjgtn'd/: liiUeVing itt' his 
Heart, that either there hooOodataU, 
or that he is a'ltogetlier foch aoR» 
himfelfj a feeing that WJtteounTveatbif 
Vrflanies and ties, arid Jo fide with tyhn 
In his wrongful Deafihgs with his We^A* 
hour. He hot only fins thus grfevoiajy 
agalnftCod, omuublritnehigfreft De- 
gree wrdngeth his oWn "Soul, fbr fa 
every Oath a Man invokes God not as a 
Witnefs only, but alio' as a, Judge, de- 
fires him, who feardheth the Hearts, and 
trieththe Reins, to take partic^hf <*$>• 
nifance of the Mattery and tpdefcf^ 
mine and pifs Sentence according to 0» 
iincenty and uprigfctnefs of his Heart, 
i. *, if he is not fincere, hut prefutnet 
to Swear fatfely, tolhew him no FavonTj 
no Forbearance,no Nfercjr jbot'eterdafly 
to Damn him. But what can he, who 
has done this, (i f * e SweafSfalfefjr)**- 
jpeft or even hope fte at Ae lianoV' of 
fi ■' ' God? 
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God? ttt has akeady given Vcsdi&a^ 
gainft htmfetf, has knowingly and delt 
berastly cut himfelf off framtbc Hope* 
of Salvation, given up all Qaim to the 
Divine Merejf, and with his own Mouthr 
grondaac'd, and even chofan bis own* 
Doona Lsftry, He fins in the moO out- 
regions Banner, againft die common In- 
tereft of Mankind ; breaks the mpft fa- 
erect Ligaments and Bands of Httmao So- 
ciety i and entirety overthrows that mu- 
tual 1r«|ft *Q& Confidence, which is th« 
Foundation of all the Quietnd* and Se- 
curity in the World. And therefore' 
'tis 110 Wonder, that this Sin is fa odioas 
both to God artd Man. Thai Cod will 
not hold bin gntktefs, that commits |t§ 
and that Man likewife protectee it witt* 
all imaginable hatred, abhorrence, and 
Deteftation. . That die One eiteenu the 
perjured Pcsfon wn worthy to live upon 
the Earth 5 Mid that the other, without 
a very extraordinary Repentance, wilt 
be fure to (hot hint out or the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

2. Common Swearing, Or the £*- 

quent and muecenary wage of an Oatb 

in our ordinary CottveriatSoo is likewife 

a Sin of a very gfeat magnitude. Itpol- 

:..'." I $ lutes; 
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lutes the Name of God, proftitutes h» 
Honour, and offen fuch Affronts to his 
Divine Majefty, as we fbonld bldfe to 
impofe even upon oar Feljow Creatures. 
It deftroys the Reverence, the SacredaefsV 
the Religion of an Oath, and utterly 4fe* 
feats the End and Defign of it; fcfirtf- 
qnently betrays Men into Perjury oar 
Falfe-S wearing, and fo binds them over 
to all thofe Miferies and Calamities; 
which attend them both, ft is a direft 
Violation of the Commandment; in my 
Text, a moft unkind, difingenious, and 
inexcafahle TrefpaS agalmt die Lotd 
Chrift Jfefos. For, laftly, it makesrour 
Souls, which he pofchas'd at fodeara 
Rate, even the Bzpence of hil own 
Blood; a free-will offering to the Devil • 
Sells his People to that Grand Adversary 
of God and Man (Tin the Language oT 
the Pfattmift) for nought^ and takes, no 
Money for 'them r Nothing either of 
Profit or Pteafnre : Nothing, but Shame 
and R.«buke, but Ignominy and Con* 
tempt. 

And yet how predominant, how E- 
pidemicaV how prevailing fe this Sin? 
One wolld think by the Cowverfarion of 
too too many amongft us, that 'tis no> 
thingtodi (honour the Name of our Odd* 
* ' and 
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and even withoot the excufe of a Temp- 
tation, to tranfgrefs bis Commands $ 
For have they not accuftorhed themfelves 
to Swear without thought or Coniid ora- 
tion, upon every frivolous, light, and 
foolilh OccaOon $ yea, fometimes after 
fiich a manner; and upon fuch Occafions, 
as, did we not wofally experience the 
Truth of it, would in a Chriftian World 
feem altogether incredible? As tho* they 
Worwipp'd a laftfol Jt*piter, a Drunken 
Baecht» y or a thieving Mercury':. They 
boldly, and without any Scruplecall the 
Divine Majefty to atteft even their Lewd- 
aefe and Debauchery » to witnefs their 
Rioting and Drunkennefe, and prodigi- 
ous Impieties againft himfelf $ and to con- 
firm their Covetous, defrauding and ma- 
licious purpofes againft their Neighbors. 
Thefe (with Grief and Shame I fay it 
again) are the dairy Practices of Thou- 
fands amongft us, and thefe are audaci- 
ous, infolent, prefumptuous Wicked- 
nefles indeed : Wickednefles which will 
even ftorm the Throne of the Almighty j 
and, if not timely and fcverely repented 
of, moft alTuredly bring down the hea- 
vieft Judgments upon our Beads. Nay, 
by Reafon of thefe things the Land al- 
ready mourneth : The Deftruftive, flying 
I 4 Roll 
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Roll is entred into our tiofafe, and t Jt 
pray God it may not renaui) in Ae 
midft of it; tHLit has confujntt 4t <*i 
the Projjfliet (peaks) with the Timber 
tfhtreof, and the Stones thereof Thajfc 
by the> Goockiefs iaod; Forbearance -oifi 
God. it day not, fpveirie, leave to 44* 
vifethefefew things, • -: 

i . That jou all learn to poflefs yon* 
Sbtttawfrh a^lue ^rife; df ■ the SacifedneW 
and Religion of ajoiOaCfe. It is ao fuck 
light; and trivial thing** from the gene- 
ral ahdft of it fomeof you "petohaps may! s 
he apt {to imagine, bntaitnattef of toe 
moft forious and tremewitfus Co»64«a- 
tion. It is (m yon have heard) ah. 
Appeal to God faimfelf lor the Truth o£ 
what we fty, or a CaHing our Blcffed 
Maker to beat Wttnefs to rite Sincerity; 
of our : Hearts. But right R*»fo«y i?* 
well a* Revelation, will an\me;Ui, ; tb*2 
thatfchis. ought never to bedowdfehtljfi 
abd wantonly ; (much; kfs : frattititantift 
and deceitfully) Woatyupongntt *«* 
Solemn Occafions : who* iekttir the 
Gfcrfy of God hitnfelf, or *he Jjtiftifca-; 
tion of ourfdves an; matfinrs*f<no DfliW 
nary Moment, arid Importance, ort he 
Good of our Nrightour fan, ,e*ide?l()Iyi 
'^•■"■.* : v I require 

- ■; . .'..,- si 
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LearW #eatbe|is t Watf, #**#«;>&, 

Cagtk?* ai*i Msta -«***$ Poi©, tha* 
4M;4i*«rJtt^i^n«: among *he> jfew* k 

tbers anspog itbe Chriftiajjs, For (j) 
they would by no means al^owr *e»84 in 
Difciples to Swear, unlefs where either Te 
Neceffiry or £barity did extort, kifrom 
tlie*, . .-.'. ..;•.. : : ,, .- •;-.••: . 
a Bm this <jk> m b$ qn<kr ; ftoorf -only ; ,of j 
Votaptaty QwHs* 4nl»r-.rfcpft J [*ar-iw»j 
injoWd by Pobliefc Authowttfi they **L 

is jm wdHpofe &eir HeafewWefW^ 
Bjw jfcefrfeigiUqr.- If tb«y j*enafl^ftit 
or Reppgt&nt $0 the 'Divine :bfpww*> 
faftftyijU me*** f«l«fe <Jw0), r *nd r*. 
(ol;W (wb#<wer tbeGpnfeqaenees prwre> 
t0 $bey< 6od< rabaMhan Man. Bat if , 
theTkWttur: of them be; |Jowft«i4) 
ItftyfttJ* iaed ^uerCoofifcifce tfifcVM*' 
m«cbj. 'tis.tbsn our iftdHpeofaWc Vmyi 
to &he th«». fotfa* for the Rsafow-* 
tfcneft <tf tbwn: That Ms tteir; #ufoi? ft 
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lo confider who require 'them at our- 
bands. Tis their Bftlfeeft llfay, yea 
and their Dtfcy too : For they muft'cer- 
tainly account to God Tor k, if by kfl- 
pofing them too often, and upon tiooA 
flight Occafions y where neither the iie- 
ceffity of Government,: nor the Publkk 
Peace require it ; they (hall caufe Gods 
Name to be profan'd a (ball burden 
their Neighbours Contuedce * and by 
degrees extenuate and lefleh the Religion ■ 
' pfanOith. -<-■■•••:•• 

a. Let all thofe, who move, like the 
higheft Stars, in large and fplendid Orbs, 
pour down upon thofe below diem the 
powerful Influences o( a pious Example. 
Eet them (hew by their Religious Abfti- 
nence from Swearing, that their Hearts 
are 6H'd With a deep Senfe of the Maje- 
fty of God, and that they really think 
his Name 1 to be what the P/SrJwJf truly 
(ays it is, Great, Wonderful and Holy. 
Thus they'll be Inftrumentat in a very 
great meafure to (top that impetuous tide 
of Swearing) that over-runs the World. 
They'll (tame their thftriourt into the- 
Reverence of an Oath : Command an 
awful Regard and Veneration 'for the 
Name of God ia their Families, and 

Neigh- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Serrpontbe fiftk I2£' 

Neighbourhoods; and caufe this impi- 
ous and abominable, tho* familiar and 
cuftomary Vice, to skulk and hide its 
bead, if not to fly out of the Land. In 
a word, Men generally follow the Ex- 
amples of their Superiours, and ambiti- 
ously endeavour to fquare their A&ions 
by their Rules and Meafures. If there- 
lore you, my Brethren of the* higher 
Stations and Characters be always careful 
t$ let your light fi fbitie before Afe*, that 
t&qi may fie jakr . goad. Works, it may be 
rationally hop'd, that by the Bleffing of 
Crftd upon your excellent Examples, 
ttaywill at length beindue'd not to pro- 
fane of blafpheme.the Name of God, not 
to defeCrate cur uohallow it either by 
falfc or common Swearing, bat by 
a Reverential and Religious ufage of 
it upon juft Occafions to glorifie your 
father, which Is in Heaven. 

3. Be faithful and ingenious, veraci- 
ous and fincere in all your Words and 
Anions. This will for ever fecure yon 
from the Neceffity of an Oath in your 
Communication with one another. For 
that (ft our Great Matter tells us) Com- 
eth only of Evil : i.e. as the Learned 
(») Hammond obferves, From the Wick-(<) pr»ft. 
ednefs and Fatfenefe of Mankind, that 6 ** 1 )** 
\ :• great 
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great Evil among Men, the- Breaking df 
Promifes wbfcfe rendeisibeia unfit sober 
bdiev'J without the InterpoBttotrof <u? 
path. Ittt where Is tteitber Bury nor 
Malice, tiddler littewfr top pefigh; net* 
ther Covetoufeefsnor fb)oftke, neither 
Lying nor tififet&Honifr there; $4fcy> 
will be ho need of tuch a Conftftii- 
tioh : Your wotd will be efteemed -a* 
Sacred as your Oath : and Vonr He^b«- 
bour*depend withpetfeft fecarhy upt« 
the performance of yo«r*i*nrire* You* 
Honefty and IntegVfcy wijl gain yojM 
firm and eftattifoed^eput^on^ri drt 
Earth, and aflb efltide yon tb»a Portkftf 
In that Kingdom, wbettMyjJGctffy, P** 
celt, and Guile, have> no Habitation*, 
bnt Sincerity, Troth and Jotoc* R^i* 
for evermore. : .'■ 

4. Confider ferioufly wkh your fetves,, 
that ("as 1 have told yon> this Sin has 
no Charms neither of Profit nor; Plea- 
sure to allure you into its P»*tYtce. That 
thereby you diffcoftour God, fcandalize 
his Servants, endanger the Community, 
and mint your Souls gmtk, withouta- 
«y Encouragement, without any Re- 
ward, unaccountably, brutHbry, to no. 
purpofe at all, Confider this, (I lay) 
i.-. ferioufly 
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lerkwlfly and to >ea*neft : and (be* jf~~"~ 
j 6a tiawe any Regard «o the Glory of 
<8od, any Hefpeft for your Friends add > 
Relations, any Zeal for the Public*: 
<5oo<8, any Concern for your awn Souls : 
As yon afe^Men, as you aw Chriftiaw, 
fell nqtiifh <and forfijke it But you caia- 
«6t 40 dhis of your leives. ■ W&botttme, 
ftys out Lbr4, >« **» «fo avfitarg 3 and 
Sfc'Pkirf, Jfa *e notfifficitnt ofcmnfehtcs 2 cor. 3 5 
f* ri&«^ (mtiflh Iris to do) *ay *i*W jv 
4f«*r fibe4 t hi! <Htr fugieimcyk^ofUoi. 
< W%crefore 

Lafffy, Make it your Pufy.Bufinds 
humbly and ardently to pray at the 
Throne of Grace , that God would 
vouchfafe in his Infinite Mercy to affift 
yon in this Work. That he would fet 
a watch before your Mouth, and keep 
the Door of your Lips. That he would 
not fuffer your Hearts to be incliu'd to 
this great Wickednefs any more : but e* 
nable yon by his free Grace to take fuch 
heed to your ways, that you offend not 
in your Tongue. Then will the Lord 
fipacjoHily look down from his Holy Ha- 
bitation, from Heaven 5 and hearken to 
the Voices of his Contrite Ones. He 
will fend you help from his Sanftuary, 

and 
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and ftrengthen yon out of Sum* He 
will fpeak comfortably to your Souls, 
fla.41. 10. and fay unto them ; re**- jwf, J&r / <*» 
w&£ fowx he not difaaydforj am y«rr 
Gad.- I naff jirengibcn jph, yea. I ttiU 
help jo*> yea J will nphold y<m with the 
right hand ef my Right co*fmfs> He will 
near your Petitions, He will receive 
your Prayers, He wiU fulfil all your 
Mind, and you mail no more difhonour 
and profane, but adore and praife him. 
Praifc him ihceflantly fothis Greatneb 
and Goodnefs, and give Thanks unto 
his Holy Name for ever and ever. A* 
men. Allelojah. 



• 1.1 
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Heb. 13. i6. 

To do good, and to communi- 
cate forget not. 



A Very needlefs (one would think) 
and fuperfluous Injunftion : That 
Man, a Rational, Thinking, Intelligent 
Being, (hould by a Divine Meflenger be 
engag'd to that Duty , which f like 
the Eye-lids of the Morning) opens and 
difcovers its felf by its own Brightneft. 
That Duty which raoft evidently dis- 
plays its indifpenfable Obligation in the 
harmonious and Bgnificant Operations 
of Univerlal Nature. For behold the 
■ Out-goings of the Morning, and of the 
Evening ; Confider the Marches of the 
Glorious Hoft of Heaven : Look upon 

all 
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all the various Creatures, that wal| 
through the Paths both of the Earth 
ar*H>fr the Saf": •Oanfcnjplatc ?nd to& 
a% medjtalf ilpooM wJiolf fkattfe <of 
Nature, and tell me, from the Circum? 
ference above to the Centre below, what 
one Creature^ what vileft inTeS olTal^ 
that creep upon the Earth, tranfgreneth 
jfhe ftxr, aiidimmutabl^ Lavirof Love ? 
The great OrcKnance* of Heaven , to 
Which is committed the Government of 
fcb'e Our ami ttf tlwNJghA. sWeiiy* t|efr 
Periodical Revolutions for the Service 
bf Mankind $ arhf w lajmiotis to th? 
Sweet Influences of the Stars to charge 
them with any Effe&s, but thofe of 
Kindtiefeartd Benevolence. TbeClqAds 
raoft plentifully drop Fatnefe upoc.me 
lofty Hills and Mouritafes, an<J *fe 
humble Valleys likewife by their mode- 
rate and gentle Dtftillaitons ftand in 
tbctr Stufon fo thick with torn ttok 
they faugh and fing: ' tht Trees fpread 
abroid their lovely Branches,' and kind- 
ly reach oat to us their dqlirfous Frnltt j 
and the Mufical Falls of the Coo), fry- 
ftal Brooks fweetly call to them the thlf- 
fty Traveller to refrelh bis fainting fy* 
rit. The Elements mutually condescend 
to morionslfregular, and fepognairf to, 

the 
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the^ Propenfipra of their own Nature, 
byj^ircli A.^y aod Fricndihjp to ifaaia- 
tain th$ Connexion and Indivulfion of, 
of thjj ftarts. of the pojverfe 3 and every 
na^ugal. Body, will rend and bur ft jri 
Pieces, rather then tjie Order of the- 
VVorld (hou jd be violated by a Penetra> 
tion of DunenGons. In (hort, Ali 
the Parts of the Natural Wor^d (as. 
Etvfedocles truly obfervesj are cement- 
ed and Conglutinated.by Love, and the* 
bright Planet; of the Day fees nothing 
in all bisConife, bnt what does Emble- 
majapally, 0$ by way of Refemblance 
a4a»nUh as of this Daty. 

• ^Lact yet (notwithftanding all this) 
our Divine Writer has Reafon enough 
fevetely to injoyn and command the 
(ame .Puty. The Voice of Nature is 
indeed the Voice of God , and to a 
Soul throughly awaken'd fpeaks as 
fiUiuiy and articulately, as an Angel 
twn Heaven, fiat, alas ! the Genera- 
lity of Mankind. are of bcnumm'd and 
torpid Faculties, they have obftinately 
doled , their Eyes againft the Cleareft 
yrijr.lana' are deaf to all thefe ways 
and Methods whereby God ordinarily 
fpeaks to Men. their Underftandings, 
.^J- & Wills, 
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~~~ Wills, and AfFeaions art fdllefted and 
gathered up within -the, narrow, '(canty 
Circumference of their JdWh Efface £ 
and a&ed wholly by tire Bate MonopoS- 
liziag Principles , of degenerate Self. 
Love, they admit not within the Circle 
of their Thoughts the Tntereft of theifr 
Neighbours. Though the Stirs ih their 
Conrfes inftruft them f^om Heaven,, 
and every Creature j6yns rn Contort 
with them here upon Earth 5 thefogp 
they are taught by the" Principles of 
Reafon, the Dictates of Nature, 'the- 
Whifpers Of the Holy Spirit, the Infi- 
nuationsof good Angels,' and the Pre- 
fidents of Pious Men, yet they will 
not be learn'd nor uhderftand; out 
rhoughtlefsly walking on fa the jndif- 
fipabfe Darknefs of Selfifhnefs and Inhu- 
manity put the Foundations of me 
Earth out of Courfe. Reafon there- 
fore, I (ay, enough has the Divine Pen* 
man of this Epiftle with a more than 
ordinary Emphafis to remind us of this 
Duty. Not limply to command us 
to do good, and to communicate, but to 
enjoyn'us more folemnly with a fin 
'tmfajftaakSs, To do good, and to com- 
mHnicktlforget not. . 

The 
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. tTIi$ ,Wo*4* (y# a C ee ) are cloath'd 
W*& 'A* pompous , magnificent Dreis 
of, amort Dogowtlcal and Peremptory 
Ij^nflion, and qertajinly where Cod 
t||i#v«#^en#y^!^#Men, itmuft 
£g a ujaj^er of more than ordinary mo- 
ooent an4 loiportance. 

] ia^4^ngtlierdFoire thefe#oi|ik, 1 
Q*ty $ake it my Bufine/s to (he$ , 

" ^ 2% #k#5r of ibis D**jr- 

?+ Itt Re*[0rtabU»eff. 

. .frjb i Excellency, And 

• 4. Tfc £«# Reftardi thdt accrue" id 

4 j. jam to feW ifcjie Neceffity of this 
$ujft; And indeed 'tis To great, that 
in jjl Ae Circle either of Moral or 
jf^frwftiftn Graces and Vermes there is 
iione to be found, to which the Sacred 
Fen-jpgn have jb peculiar a Regard, or 
#hj$b &ey fo frequently and pajheti- 
S»U$ #*cujcat* Hippo their Difciples, 
;Wfe{l.i*U tfw acuity and earneftneft 
K a imaginable 
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imaginable, they endeavour to Ftl$. off 
the Ruggednefe of Mens Natures ': *to 
banifh all Cynical, morofe, Ill-natured 
Converfation out of the World'? and' 
entirely to aduate' oar Sonls by the 
Principles of Humanity and Kindnefr. 
Almolt in every Page they command us 
to live and love as Brethren, to bfc 
moft tenderly and compawonately af- 
feded With one another* wants ; ^oid 
conftantly (if we are able) to jgjtae 
Alms of our Goods, and never to turn 
our Face from any Poor Man. Thus 
if we retreat back as, far as Levitkw, 
we (hall find the Divine Providence 
in the a 3d of that Book giving fame 
particular Directions for the Perfor- 
mance of this Duty. When ye reap 
the barveft of your Land, (ays he; in 
the 23d Verfe, tbott [halt not wuht 
clean riddance of the Confer/ of thy 
Field \ »Ben tbpmreapeft, neither fid 
thou gather any ginning of thy barveft, 
thou Jhalt leave them unto the Poor, 
and to the Stranger. Nay, that the 
Pbarifaical Pride and Supercilious An* 
ferities of tome Men might not be- 
come to them an Inftrument of Excufe 
from miniftring t& needy Perfons opoa 
pretence their own Sins brought tfiem 

into 
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into that Condition, they are exprefly 
commanded in the 25th Chapter of the 
lame Book, to, relieve bine who either 
through the Secrets of Providence , or 
hit own. Prodigality mat waxen poor and 
f ^Jlen into Decaf, yea, though he were 
a Stranger or a Sojourner, that he might 
livp, with them. Thus likewife in the 
14th Chapter of Deuteronomy , the 
Tit/ies of every Third Year are or* 
der'd to be fet apart for the Poor : 
And in the next Chapter this Duty 
is fo folly and clearly ftated , that I 
cannot think it impertinent to fet it 
down at large. Thus then it runs, 
If there he among you a poor man. of 
one of thy Brethren, within any of thy 
Gates, in thy Land winch the Lord thy 
God ghtetb thee, thou Jbalt not harden 
thy Heart, nor jbut thy hand from thy 
foot Brother : But jbalt open thine 
hand wide unto him , and jbalt Jwrely 
lend him fufficient for hk need, in that 
which he wantetb. Beware thai there 
he not a thought in thy wicked heart, 
faying, The ficentb year, the year of 
releaje it at hand : and thine eye he evil 
againU thy poor Brother, and thou gi- 
veB him nought , and he cry unto the 
lord againil thee t and it be Jfo unto 

K 3 the§ 



j by Google 



i 34. SeWM tie Sixth. 



thee. Thou (bait furehf gtoe hirn^anit 
thine heart /bah* not be grieved ftfft* 
thou glveft Unto bhn ■: heoaufe tbit JOg 
this thing the Lord tfy God Jbaff Jfe/J 
thee in M tfy wirfy , land in aS th& 
thou putt eft thine hand unto. For ¥& 
Poor fiaff never ceafe out of the &**&:'■■ 
therefore I command thee, fifing, That 
/halt open thine band wide bntaity Bro»' 
ther, to tfy Poor, and to tfy needy, in tfy 
Viand. . " 

Now if any penurious, felfifc, tin- 
charitable Perfon (hall fay, that thefe 
Precepts' were obligatory only to the 
jfe» , to whom the Land of Canaan 
was given by an itomedkte Grant from 
Heavenj who therefore requir'd thii at 
bis hands, as a Pledge or his Obedi- 
ence and Gratitude^ I anfwer, 'that 
though the Ctrcumftantials of &ein, 
viz. The Modes of expreflSng their 
Ctiarity, prefciribrd in them, wefe 
peculiar to that People , "yet the Ef- 
fential Part, the grand Defign and pri- 
mary Intention of them ,.' vh.. The 
Communication of their Affiftapce to 
their Neceffitons Brethren, is fo eonfi- 
derable a Branch , fo (elf evident s. 
Principle of the fyw of typore, titoi 
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the Pagans thetnfelves have univerfally 
•eknawledged if, 6" /A fofo4s y$f*** 
»h«ti*aMivfam.> OJ fays ArifiotU.uj Ethic 
£t«U /*&> «"}*&. -&v /• «.■ That Manjgg-"- 
is not unwind, not illiberal, but unjaft, * 

who ("to fpeak in the Language of 
Saint J***) when he hath this Worlds 
Good , and: Ceeth his Brother have 
Need, (butteth up bis Bowels of Com- 
paffion from him. And the (b) Sto- ££*,£ 
iekf themfelves with their dwmpx&iei and de vir. 
dietpa^k have been forced -to own » Beat,Ci ,F* 
(hat they were indifpenfably oblig'ddj'jmc,' 
to relieve and fuccour the Indigent*- cap.?. 
and Amifted, Nqtwithftanding all*&P ,ft * 
their Sturdy and 111 nawr'd Diflerta- 
tions, all their unwarrantable, ground- 
less, unphilofophicaj Harangues againft 
the gentle motions and {oft Infiuua- 
lions of this geoeroua Pafljon sopjwt 
'nit. There was. ftjH fome Tendemefs, 
feme natural Affeftion within them , 
that ftartled . and re^oU'd at *n unjaft 
or unkind Ad'to*, and otyfe'd them 
not only to ifclieve font to pity like* 
wife the diftreficqS with a kind of Fa- 
tal and mechanical Sympathy. 

* ' , * 
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But. bad thefe Men been defefrive 

in this* m we&)d*hejF 

jCO 3»fo" & zw fwrow- r e \ were in fotae oflnfr 

tatoret w»A,«i« . faicidium, "*«*? Of their MOHUf- 
&roceftum. DiogcnetPoftre- ty , yet fbat ReftOMT 

1ZSJS?%! I !2Z£ ""I Purifier of the 
Ariftoteks oitionem Scortatl- Law of Nature, that 

JV**.Wi Mote**,- ^^ ^^ tJw 

Blefled Jefus has foflS- 
ciently engag-d us to the Practice *>f 

ink. 6 ' n ' 8 • *?* M*h to jo*r felves friends, 

rr 5 * ? ^'fays he, of fie mammon of tinrighteonfi 

nefs 3 *&tf nw&e* /e /ki/ v fi&gr ( tttbfe 

friends that you have made') mafte- 

ceive you into everlafting Habitafio*s. 

Wat. ^.19. And again, L<ay not up for four feted 

Tttaf&es upon Earth , where Moth and 

Rnftdotb' corhtpt;- and tobere ThUtmu 

60 Luke breakthrough' and fkals, but (<0 £M* 

is. Alms, zx\A (6 privide your felves Bapj 

wUck'vioK noi'uldj' a-^reafure Uttbc 

Heavens which failefti not-,' vfber*; no 

Th/hf approach', nor Moth corrtpttth. 

And If wfcicfcnfoft the Efdtties of fat 

4po(Hes^ *« flfiftl i find , that" . ( Vikt 

faithful Unifons in Mufick) they fytn- 

pathetically ftrike the fame Notes, and 

harmpnipufly jc^n with him. To re- 

mi 
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mind you 6f Inftancea • froni each 
would be too long fcrOmy piefent 
Defign* and therefore I (ball content 
my felf with tfcar foil and conclusive 
ode of our Learned Apoftle, where in 
a very plain, but magnificent Style fc|e 
declares againft fome National and 
Phaiuaftick Hereticks of his Time , 
that all their Intelle&uai and Moral 
Endowments without Charity were 
nothing worth* They might pretend 
indeed to fucb enlarg'd , capacious 
Faculties, as might rival the Under- 
(landings even of Cherubims $ but he 
affures them , that if thefe things were 
true fas they were notorioufly falfe) 
yet, unlefs they* partook likewife of the 
more valuable Perfe&ions of other ex- 
cellent Spirits, the kind, beneficent 
Temper of the Amorous Seraphim , 
their Knowledge was inlignificant, and 
they themfelves were nothing. Though , cor. i j. 
Jjj**kf ^7* he, with the Tongues of 
men and of Angels, and have not Cha- 
rity, I am become as founding Brafs, or 
a tinkling Cymbal. And though I have 
*&* Gffi *f Prophet/, and nhdetUand all 
Mjfieries , and all Knowledge , and 
though I have all Faith, fo that I could 
ftmove Mountains, and have not Cha* 
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rflj r I dm nothing. And though I iv 
§h» *% /tyiGvodf to fteditbt JW; and 
thmgkJ &but tky Bnfy to i>e hwrrid^tttd 
Live not €harHy, it piyfttetimc nothing. 
Charitjr, bene you fee, is among* the 
Chriftian , what Prudence appears to 
O) Eth. be among die Moral Vermes. («) Stm 

vh, 296. Venue without netf dwindles into air 

Ed. cut empty Name 1 Ont beft Performances 

and moft Heroick A&s being in very 

deed but fylendUU feceMta, Loathfome 

and abominable in the Sight of Angels, 

and as a heartlefs Sacrifice in tbe Eyes 

of our Maker. In (nort, 'tis to me 

general Violation of this Daty , mat 

die Creation owes, all its Sighs, and 

*J > fe jJJJ; Groans, and Dcfolatioas. For this did 

vetomoraone Deep of old call upon another, 

expoount the $ ea * and Clouds upon .the laiget 

S£ ,um Cararaas (f) above, and win unfed 

Ceptcfwu Forces pour in a Flood upon Che World 

quartnm. away, And .for thisuwill the Fire st 
co d n e t.Sl' laft be :fci.ndled , and Nature, fijb^e 
jib. 5 *.pjg'.in an Univeitfel ConfUgtocion. Yflpn 
**• & Rapine and Violence, Injqftice. aad 
oS & Cruelty, ftall again fcave utterly e#b- 
Refpom.aiigui(hed \her mild and'.. gentle Flataes., 
^ ox *and by theie *ude and bmferoi* At- 
xc"«\ faults 
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fault* force the affrighted Virgin to fly 
bach with forrow&l Wings to her PrK 
mitive Seat above* Then (hati the tierce 
OQtngioai Ktnfc of tjte foementt be v 
wholly ettfranchi&l , and comaiifiien'd 
to advance hte merciWs Atones from ill 
their various Stations over "the Face of 
whole Ear*. He (hall fheo t* let look 
from all his Reftraints, fcorn thefe nar- 
row limits r tUtt are hitherto fot him. 
and vtftortoaOy fpreod *» Curled ho^ 
fovis to the Wmoft boundaries of pol- 
luted Nature. Nay, at the Jaft great 
and general Affixe this Duty of Cha- 
rity and Alms, is that which (hall 
determine the Dreadful and eternal 
Sentence. Jftfea/ (hall be in Torments, 
not for oppreffing or fpoilfng Linmm $ 
but for not relieving, nbt ifupporting 
hitn in hh Wants } and all the Wicked, 
ftall betorn'd Into Rett, dtM.ott Suptx- 
****, &' fa mvfofatm. Says the good 
Father, not for pillaging or. plundering 
the Poor 5 but for not feeding, not -1 
Gtoathing, not VSfijiag them in their 
Afflictions. |n thefcmy poor, belpleff 
Members, will the Judge then fay, J 
pas hungry akd ye gabt vtt no 4ntat 5 >*•». as* 
J not thirty, and je gtve me no. drink : 
I w*r a jkm&*r\ and %e ftrae, mtmt in ■„• 

naked, 
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naked, and ye chatted me not: fck±% 
and in >prjJo»i- and ' je vifted me tut. 
Wherefore 'depart ifiom me, ye titrfcd , 
into eVerlifing fire, which wm OrigmmUf 
defend I and prepar'd for the Devil only 
and hit Angels i hut mom through yonr 
mercileft and uncharitable Lives n dtfo 
become put everlofting ttirtiox. . t . 

Thus then fda. fee *fce Neceu%\of 
this Doty, That Its in vain for yon «o 
expeft to tafte of the CdefHal Maont, 
and to feed apoo Angels Food, if ^00 
deny a fmal.l Pittance oat, of your Sab* 
ftance to the Poor. That the Lord 
will never own yon for his, never ad- 
mit you into the Number of his EWSt: 
If you (hut your Gates agajaft the Fa* 
therleft and die Stranger, and fo (Sot 
ought you know) agatnft.the Angels 
themfeives^.wbo by HofpfcaMe Mfe»* 
have been entertain'd unawares, la a 
word, (g) That he fbaU have judgment 
W J 1 ™-* 1 without Mercy, who hath .jbewid 00 Mercy. 
I come therefore in the Second Place, 
to (hew you its R.eafonabl«aefs. 

2. Now I need nor be long upon tfcft 
Proof of this Point. For can any of 
i|s, my Brethren, thick that Perfon ma- 
worthy 
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worthy 1 oaf Cognifcance and Relief , 
whom the Son of God thought wor- 
thy evfcry Drop of bi$< Blood } are we 
all Partakers of the fame Humane Na- 
ture7 all baptized ioto one Body, whe- 
ther we be High or Low, Rich or Poor, 
arid'' have been all made to drink into 
one'' Spirit > are we alt united to one 
Myftictl H*a<5, and Heirs of the fame 
Ettfrnal Saltation > are we all equally 
catted to the Fettowfliipof the Angelick 
Qiifre, to the Glorious Company of the 
ApOftles,'to the goodly Fellow (hip of 
the Prophets, ao the Noble Army of 
Martyr?, to the Holy Church r Militant 
on Earth, and Triumphant *i Heaven * 
and can we through our Etefeolt* faffer 
any Schifin to be in this glorious Body } 
Do we all walk in the fame Light, and 
Hiall we hot have Fellowship Qnewith 
another > In the Natural Body, when one 
Member rafters,; all the Members uiffer 
wkh it, and '. when one Member is ho- 
noured, all: the Memhets iiejoype with it. 
How reasonable is it then , that in the 
Myftical Body of Cbrift, the .Communi- 
on of Saints, r there ftwuJd be a . greater 
Harmony of < ABe&ions ? • an higher Sy m» 
pathy> more ardent and dearer Recipro- 
canons of Lover That we mould bear 

one 
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one anothers Burthen* , and fo fulfil 
the Royal Law of our Common Ma- 
tter? of our Common Matter, wbp to, 
this very End and Porpofe. has iafetpr 
pering this, as well as the Natural Boo> 
together, dealt with us after a mod ex- 
cellent way. He has made/pore of its 
Members le(s honourable, Chat w* may. 
. beftow on them more abundant H<y 
.nour. He toners fome Parts to be ?w* 
comely, that we may endeavour to gfcve 
them more abundant CoojeJjnefs j |h|| 
fo there being no Separation 4*f {$9? 
refts, bet that the fcvcral Members, ha- 
ving the fame> Care: one for aaofcr, 
there ma} he #0 nutrtuwrktg, *o coptptafa 
ingin +ur Streets, fa that }Amj mi 
Truth #af meet toge*bet% . RtfonQpieff 
and Peart may ktfs cash ottm. This (l 
fay) is intended by our Att-wiie and 
tnoft GracJoasMafterinihecompo6tio8 
of his Myftkal Body 5 . and fee requJRf 
«$to anfwer tbefe Int«oti(fcns.forAU^ 
Benefits, that he hath done UOtt> m 
He will not reprove m fat oat 1b&&fy$ 
or for our BurafrOforings, faccajtfeifW 
are not always before Mm: He vpiBtaAf 
no Buttock. **tof omr Hfufa, nor b# 
goat ota of our Folds t for aB tht 
Beafts of the Fowtft artib, W> 

art 
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are- the Cattle npbn a thbnfaridtffllst 
But fince our Goods are toothiri^ 1 'wntb 
hiin, Ire dertiands us, in acknowledge-' 
ment of hte Tranfcendent Merties, to 
have Pity upon the Poor. If hat (fays 
the Prophet) doth the Lo9d ttyGod re- 
quire of thee, hit to doftftice, to love 
Mercy \ and to-Htfa^ humbly with tfjy God? 
And (h) St. Jamts\ pnre Religion andVW}*? 1 ' 
iMdefiled hefbre'God and the Fdther is 
tiff: to Vifit ihe X ¥a*herkfs and the Wi- 
dows in their Ajjlittion , and to keep 
himfelf unjpotted fom the World,. Let 
ttien the dKwrnftrf 1 . Cries of: thy t)i- 
ftreffed and hefplefs Brother vttielt thee 
into Tendernfefs-and Companion. Re- 
member thy God 1 , Hthy Savour' in his 
Perfon, beg£sthls Alms.atth'riie Hands. 
Hetequires thisfawill Mite for rhat vaflr 
infinite CtebV hfe difchargd for thee. 
B.eftiember"4h6a artnot abfoltfte Matter 
of n ftie good Things thou ien/oyeft, but 
dfity a Steward to this Great /Lord, 
Who expeds, "that thou obferve his Or- 
ders in the Managetncnt of fny Truft, 
and diftribute His Goods ilfoorigft his 
floufhold, not' as\rhou ;fhalt tttnk fit, 
but as he haft fcofnmandisd/. v ',B.emein- 
1 ber. (I fay ) 'all this, and fhen give, 
! if It be only becaufe, (whether thou re- 
j * fpefteft 
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fpedefi thy Obligations either jo God" 
or Man) 'tis infinitely reafbnaMe, that 
thou fbould ft give. But as this Duty, is 
Neceflary and Reafonable 5 fo is it, 

Thirdly, Both Excellent and Noble. 
Tis the higheft Perfe&ion of Intelli- 
gent Beings, the Happinefs and Glory 
of the Rational Nature. Tis more 
precious than Rabies, yea, even than 
•11 thofe fparkling jafpers and Dia- 
monds, that adorn the Walls and 
Gates of the Heavenly Jerufalem. 
i (Mi *E<nrep©. & 'fififc 'Asip few A*/*-. 
•jrpgl i?i fy beufutsfe. Neither the E- 
vening nor the Morning S(ar in allitfydr 
(hining Beauties are fo glorious. ~ Tis 
more- Beautiful than the Sun, amf* 
bove all the Orders of Stars, if com- 
pared to the Light, it is found before 
it. Twill make us like Angels and 
Archangels, like the higheft and molt 
exalted Sons, of the Morning, who a$ 
of fo ingenuous a Goodnefs, fo fweet 
and lovely a Difpofition, that'. tfcejysf 
Joyce to do Men all the kinA Ores 
they can. How humbly do they*- 
fcend , from their Thrones of Glory 
to attend inferiour Mortals here below* 
and eftecmit a Happinefs equivalent 

to 
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to the Bleffed Society of Saints and 
Angels to relieve the Ids Noble Inhabi- 
tants of this lower World } When the 
Foundations of the Ealrth were laid, and 
God, more largely to communicate that 
Good, which from all Eternity he Efleh- 
tially enjoy'd, calfd the beaiitious Fat- 
brick of this World out of the Abyfs ot 
Ernjptinefs and nothing, (a) Thefe his (4) Job ^8; 
Firft-born Sons fang melodioufly toge* 7* 
ther,' and with united Voices prais'd his 
Wifdom and Goodnefs. When to re- 
pair the Breaches of Mankind, God was 
pieas'd to pitch his Tent ampngft Men, 
tho* thofe of their owii Nature which 
kepttiot their fifft Eftate, vfrere fcot to 
partake of this great Deliverance, nor 
thejr themfelves to receive any advance- 
ment in Glory by his Coming, yet they 
were infinitely pieas'd to fee the Star 
rifing out of Jacob, and the long ex- 
pc&ed Morn of Maps Redemption now 
beginning to dawn * Wherefore they 
joyfully came down from their Caleftial 
Manfions^ and welcomed him into th£ 
World with a Glory be to God on High; 
becaufe he hath made Peade on Earth, 
and fhown filch Godd will towards Met)/ 
Mi 'the great Matter of ihem iWMii 
told Mi that the* tUnt their Harris to the 

l r high«flf 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1^6 Sermon the Sixth. 

higbeft accents of Joy, when they, are 

aflur'd of the Repentance and Conver- 

fion of a Sinner. 

But this excellent Duty will not only 

transform us into the Image of thefe 
r vide Creatures, but (as many Learned (t J 
ciccro. Pagans have unanimoufly obferv'd) will 
orat : pro a |f m & t us jy^ fa Creator hjmfelf 
2b L fil! r M.Like him too in his beft *nd grtfaieft 
Tvrfum perfection, in his Favourite , his daiw 
5SS^ rin 8 Excellency, the very flower and 
Ed.oxon. Beauty, as I may fo fey, of bis Nature, 
SIib!a. in wWcl l h )s Soul.tafcs moft Delight 
cap. 7- anc * Complacency. In that, which in 
J« vcn Sat -hisown infallible Judgment renders htm 

*tif&*^ x raore ^ ove, y aiK * glorious, than all 
his other Attributes put together : Good- 
nefs alone being that glorious Name, 
whereby araongft Myriads of his Holy 
Ones upon Mount Sinai, he moft fo* 
lemnly proclaimed himfelf to his Servant 
Afofes. Tie Lord, (ays he, tie Lord 
God, merciful and Gracious, Long-foffer- 
ing and abundant in GoodneJS. How* 
ever then Men may value themfelves up- 
on the Score of their Birth, Quality or 
Fortune, the Good or Charitable Mm 
is certainly the moft glorious Reprefeo* 
tatiye of his Maker upon Earth. All the 
other Sons of Honour referable him only 

in 
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in fome of his Natural Perie&ions, as 
the Man of Learning in his Knowledge, 
the Man of Might in his Power, and 
the Man of Authority in his Sovereign- 
ty and Dominion. But the Charitable 
Man represents him not only in his Na- 
tural but Moral Perfcdions too : In that 
very Attribute, for which (you fee) be 
feems to be moft in Love with hirafelf : 
which he counts his Grandeur and his 
Glory, and which alone (as the (c) PfilglKMs 
Mtfpphrafeth it) Hg^ns vprnbt £ *&nl- ■ 
fas t t4gm$. Caufeth the Outgoings 6£ 
the Morning and of the Evening to re- 
Joyce and praife him. He is every way 
a moft lovely Image of bis glorious Ma- 
ker, a moft fair and amiable Copy of 
his Eternal Beauty and Brightnefs. The 
Dhrine Liketaefs is only legible in other 
Men, but in him 'tis bright and glorious. 
There 'tis fulli'd, blotted and ftain'd j 
but here it not only (hines but fparkles 
too. It (batters all around fuch dazling 
Luftre and Brightnefs, as compel even 
the Sons of Darknefs to confefs, That 
God if in him of a Truth. In a word, 
He is doubly Partaker of the Divine Na- 
ture, carries a twofold Reprefentation of 
God f Perforates him in his Moral as 
well as Natural Gharafter, and has 
' La thtrc- 
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therefore an Accumulative Title to our 
Reverence and Efteem, and is worthy of 
double Honour. 

This ( I am fcnflble) will feeer para- 
doxical enough to fome unthinking; 
Spirits, who draw all their Lines of; INo-* 
bility and Greatnefe from glittering t&tei 
dems, magnificent Titles, pompous Re-^ 
tinues, and enlarged Dominion?. But. 
he, I am fure, who weigh? all Things. 
inaBaUance, finds thefc wanting, and 
therefore (as judicious Elihu lqpg (ince 
obfepv'd) he accepteth not the.P^bjjfr 
of Princes, nor regardeth the Rich* (as 
fucb) more than the Poor. Tis only 
this d%dvyxafjut rn$ Sb|w« this Effulgen- 
cy or Eradiation of his Divine Glory, 
this'pioft lively Idea and Reprefentation [ 
of himfelf that renders a Soul, through 
Cfcrift* moft amiable in his Sight This 
alone fo Charms and Delights his Spirit,. 

?J r Ed! g- that ( to f P eak after the Excellent Com- 
Haoc a Dc- tnentator upon the Golden Verfes ) 

K&u- **** ******* w 7* ** *&* He has 
aminutut-not a more convenient, a more proper, 
tu$ eft ora njoje grateful Habitation upoq the 
vldScmo-Faceof the whole Earth. Proud and 
phiiiscn- njercilefc Men, thopgh never fo Weal* 
32* thy and Honourable here, he bejhofcte, 
max.Tyrijafor of j ; will h?w$ no fcquafcttanceiPf./ 
p*g.si4. , j Gonre. 
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Cofrefpondence with thera 5 but gene- 
roufly declares fiimfelf their profefTed 
Enemy. ' 

But-in thefe truly pious, t thefe Charitable 
SeuJs he delights' as much, as in all the 
Mulick of Heaven : the warbling Songs 
of ; Angels, the exalted Praifes of the 
Flaming Seraphim, and the melodious' 
Gonforrs of Anthems and 'AHelujahs;' 
111 a word, Thefe are the Men; which 
thfc King of Heaven and Earth delights 
tb Honour, He Crowns them with Su- 
p&Tative Mercy 1 arid Loving Kmdneft 
befe* and wJir hereafter give thexn ever- 
lading Felicity , and make th4m glad ' 
with the Joy of his Countenance. And 
foi^oome, laftly, to the Rewards of thii 
ttoty, ' which ( you fee) are double, 
T&npdral 1 and Eternal. 

r K Temporal. It will be Health and 
long? Lift to us, a Shield and Bulwark 
agamft the Face of our Enemies. It will 
cottifoit'us upon our Beds of Sicknefs, 
and tttake 1 all otir Bones even' in their 
Wtaktaefttorefofce. Far bteffed (faith 
th« Royal Pfalmift) & he\ that coxfder- ML 41, 
ttb the Poet 5 tbeJLord wiU Mverbim 
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in the Time of Trouble. The Lord milf 
prefcrve bim and keep b*\m alive > and bo 
Jbaff be blejfed upon the Earth : and be wU 
not deliver bim into the Hands of hi?E~ 
nemies. The Lord roiU firengthen bim 
upon the Bed of hangnifbing : He xriM 
m«k? all bit Bed i* bk Sicknefs. After 
a happy and well (pent Life it will not 
only carry us with Honour to our Graves, 
but caufe our Bones likewife to flonriQi, 
out of that Place, and (like the precious 
Ointments of the Eaftern Countries) to 
yield a moft delightful and fragrant <& 
dour throughout all Generations. The 
Memory of the Wicked indeed (hall rpt 
Their Names deicend into the GrafC' 
with their Bodies* and thefe lye Crowd- 
ed together in everlafting Qarkneft;; 
Death has an abJblure and entire Dotqi r 
nation over theqa : . (heir Honour andr- 
Glory as well as their Beauty moulder; 
ing and confuming all away in his infa- 
tiable Dwellings; But the Righteous 
live here* as welt as. Iwreafter ^5" ytpfr. 
more. Tbejr Bqqmty erects immoveable 
Trophies ov^r Death «p4 Qblivjony and 
tHeir Works are had is Honour and ever* 
la&pg Remembrance. They enroll th^t 
Names,4mong the Princes of the Eatth, 
and cau/e tfoem to inherit, the Throne, of . 

Glory. 
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Glory. Men are fo far from hi fling 
them out of their Place, that the Faith* 
fill of all AgeS celebrate their Praife, and 
the Very Babes arid Suckling* find a Voice 
to call them BleflTed. Thus the Jews ne- 
ver' mention any of their Deceafcd Wor- 
thies without fame great and honourable 
Encomium of ttieir Merits. You may 
fee it 1 Mactak 3.' j. where fpeakihg of 
Judas Maccabekf, he grievdfays the Text, 
rrtdny Kings , and made Jacob glad with 
Jm A&s, ¥ Eoti lf tjS[' 9 Ai<Sf@^ to fJumfiGvuvo* 
avr3 iis ivbffvUv. i. e. His Memorial is, 
or let his memorial be bltjfed for ever. 
Thus too the/ Primitive Chriftians ho- 
noured their deiteafed Friends and Bene- 
fa&ors. Whoever , had arriv'd to that 
glorious height of Charity, as chearfully 
to have laid down his Life for the Bre- 
thren j Whoever,, I fay, had led an Ex- 
emplary Charltible : Life , and at laft 
Seal'd his Love to the feints with his 
own Blood, was honoured with an An- 
atvgrfary Remembrance, when the Bre- 
thren in Multitudes aflembled at his Se- 
pulcher, and commemorated bis good 
A6Hons in Praifes and l*anegyricks. Thus, 
laftly, have Men of all Perfuafions, 
Pagans or Infidels, as well a* Jews and 
Cbrpffans, behaiftf themfclves in all Na- 
L 4 tions 
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tions towards their Patrons and tfene- 
DeN«. factors. SufcepH Yit* Hpmnum, Com* 

fcj.tood. »e/fcw ejfcelfetrtes Viro* im Qetum jtmi 
ac bonitate tptterent. , > 

Now it muft indeed be confefe'd, that 
the Expreffions of our Chanty muftt* 
very Heroical and extraordinary, that 
can entitle as to this vaft and ample Re- 
taliation. Yet may not this difcounge 
us from exercifing the meaneft Offices of 
jfrndnefs to T one another. The Light 
of a Candle as truly fhiroes as the Ligbt 
of the Son, thq' opt with dqoal tattent 
and Splendour.; and therefore, thtf we 
cannot arrive to the dazling Glories ^ 
the Brighteft Stars, yet (me.the^jr, 
Way )n the Heavens^ we (ball be difcor, 
yer'd aijd aHOiegu'ttVd by our If^f; 
Prightnefc. For thq' he qply, who i£; 
cejyes a prophet, (hajl haye'a^PioplKfl 
Reward $ yet He, who is the Qiftpfe 
(r; mm. of 4 l ou f Rewards, has (r,J himfeTf^fo 
ko^2. fur'd US, That hut a Cup jrf .cold WSPff 
given to one of hp Difciples , ftt&w 
nc \ means go unrewarded., IftOOUfA^ 
bilities therefore wemiqifter tqthe W?. 
ceffities of the faints, Qod is not «0" 
righteous to jorget our Workand Labour, 
of Lqye, ttAimioi iteiXf&W. * *W*$ 
V . " ' ' \ r W 
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fr) Says the Royal PJalmijt. The Rich 0J p^ 
Extortioners perhaps may at lgggth lack, 34. i<v , 
and ftiffer hunger 5 but we (ball want no < 

manner of thing that is gpod. Ketfed ,i: 
(kail we be in the Houfp, and Blefled -t > 
dull, we be in the Field; Blefled in our 
Splves, Blefled' in our Relatives* Blefled 
in our Pofterity. Heaven and Earth, 
Angels and Men, our Conferences with- 
ia, and every Crqatore without, will 
Cweetly confpire together to enhance our 
Felicity. If we look up to the Regions: 
above, {here, the BlelTed Spirits are ap- .]>? '••': 
pjapfliagjour Bounty. If we look doyep- c * : •■' 1 
upon the Earth below, our £ars will he. 
ravijht with the hearty and Joypiis Ac- 
b^pwJedgqient of him, whofe Bowels 
we have refrefh'd. If we look into our 
own Breafts, we (hall be enrertaiiVd with 
an^e home Serve., Well done good and 
faithful Servant, turn unto thy Reft, for 
the Lord will deal gracipufly with thee, 
L^ftly, If we look forward, and (with 
tfce Heme in the Poet^) contemplate the 
Generations to come , we have all the 
Grounds imaginable to hope, That our 
Seed (hall be bidTed* For the (/) fore- mpfl 
cited PfalmifttfiuKS us,that in all the Ex* if. '* 
periencc of his Life, from the Height of 
hi$ Yquth to tfye Dcdenfions of Old Age, 

he 
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. , ; . ,ha had never feen the Righteous, /. e. 
(n) wa. (as the Context and d«) many other 

Pro?*a» P' aces °^ ^ crr P ture determine it) the 
^ro?. a . cjjjj^jjjg ^| an foffafeen^ nor his Seed 

Matw.i. begging their Bread. He k ever merci- 
ful, fays he, and lendeth 5 4»d therefore 
bk Seed k blejfed. Bnt the gteateft Blef- 
fing is yet behind. For, 

a. What we lay out upon the Poor, 

the Lord will abundantly pay us too in 

the next State. What Sophocles fays of 

PhUoaet pi rt y i n General, may be very fitly ap- 

** 9 plied to Charity in Particular. SwQdwwt 

It goes with Men into the other World, 
and whether they live or dye, it never 
leaves them nor forfakes them. Know* 
Jedge indeed, (our Partial and imperfcft 
acquifitionsof it I mean)and Other atpre-' 
fent ufeful and excellent Endowments, 
have theiJ' Periods and^eath fogeiheir' 
with theBody.They outlatt "not the Bear- 
ings of the Pulfe, nor furvivetheRiiraes 
of the Grave. They fdHStetfce Sbtt;' 
when (he ftauds hovering upon r the 
Brink of the other World, arid leave her 
defol^te arid unattended to fhift for her 
felf in the Regions of Eternity, where 
the Confideratlon of theft Gifts do often- 
times 
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times ftand her in no other ftead, than 
hugely to fwell her Acounts, to inflame 
her Reckoning, and to increaie her Dam- 
nation. They*, that bad their Paftime 
with the Fowls of Heaven, fays Bunch, 
t. e. with towring, high, and lofty Con- 
templations* Tljat play 'd with the Soar- 
ing Eagle, and delighted tbemfelves in 
her ftrong, acute Sight 5 thefe Men are 
come to nought, and gone down to Hell. 
But Charity is impregnable agajnft all the 
Arrows of Death, being by the Eternal 
and immutable Laws of Heaven,exempt> 
ed from the Frailties and Imperfections 
of. Mortality. . Heaven is her Birth- Place, 
thence (like a Courteous Angel) (he 
canoe down to the Soul, and thither (he 
joyfully returns with her again. She fe- 
cnres her in her way through the Domi- 
n|'oflsoftB«Kingot Terrours, from the 
Aflaultf of Wicked and Malignant Spi. 
rits., leads her triumphantly into the 
Mannons of filenednefs, the Paradife of 
God, the Qty of the Great King, where 
fhefeno fooner entfed, and beholds the 
Glory of the Place, but (not to mention 
the Joyous Congratulations of triumph- 
ing Angels) (he hears this noil ravifhing 
Voice from the Throne : Welcome Good 
and Faithful Servant, enter into tby 

Matters 
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Matters Joy to be haflfr 1 With him^ht 
ever. • ' • • — i l! '" :,i ' : ' '' .V 

This is the Goodlttdd^tfceCbarfta. 
ble Soul, as'feoi* as 1h<* e&Jrpes fronrtfe 
Body. She is iffltiediatetyTefceiv'd rrjro 
thif BoXom of Tefus, ! add»lttdg'dan tfce 
Cireles of £vefla(trag' -;Leve, But tftb* 
her -Fetters are thus ktiocktf*>ff, and flie 
enters at prefentf upon a'State df Liberty 
and Glofy J yet flie does no* yet receive 
her Final Reward. He? fia^otirs indeed 
aire all at an End, *iid fee Sings befoie 
the Majefty of the Lord even joyftrf 
and Everlaftiiig Thankf^vitigs onto 
her God .-But ; *he'is nbtfyetf wnjfttf ill' 
her moft:GHoVJol3S-A|)fai%lvH$r W«& 
ding-Girtrierit;' her toRrtrbeffit$le''Gto*fr,< 
and her tridW^*nc , f<ai!»#te^(^j>i* 
paring,' tho'' (fcebr&kslbfth- iWB'fcing- 
ing. StofftiH bears foe<Mtf k3 *rid feadgs 1 
of Sin, being depfivrd'ofihbWof her&JT,- 
the- Body v'afld' theletbr* ftrtne$'onty 
like the Moon in Eclypfe; *hea otiePilt 
oP h«r <is«lha&d with the drfMahtle 1 ' tf 
thefaight> the'o-flief cHoattfd #ith HigUT 
and>GloryrThe)C6ififuieftiaiiOn* of BJ«£' 
fednefs, the^ MeTidiah'ttf PGlory, tbe'E-'l 
legation and Exaltation 6f all he>Facu#-' 
ti*s, (hall then beVeOrtvU, forhen the Lofid 7 
Jetus foallbei'eWalUfrortfHttlv&i with 

'• -': :-t h« 
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his mighty Angels. Then (hall (he de- 
fcend in his glorious Train to receive her 
Dear Confort into, the Partnerthtp of her 
Joys : tfhat Body; which now lies (lum- 
bering in the filent Chambers of Corrup- 
tion, but then by the Voice of the Arch- 
angel, the Trump of God (hall be awak- 
ed and Sing-: Death k fwa Moved up in 
Vi&ory. Theft ar lift- (hall ^the whole 
Man recover .upon the .Wing, and, like 
a fair aiukfpbtiefelDove^ flyaway with 
Songs of Joy and Triumph in his Mouth 
to. the Prefence of his Saviour,- -who 
with: a. gracious and pleafing Counte- 
nance will receive and place himamongft 
the, Eleft on his Right Hand, inviting 
them all, for their great Mercy and Pity 
to Himfelf in his Poor Brethren, to the 
Eerfe&ion of Happinefs, the Fruition of 
his own Joy, theEternal, Comprehenfi- 
onjsof.Celeftial Glory. Since you have 
fed the ffitngry, fays he, and gave Drin\ 
to tke Thitfiy : Since you have entertain d 
the Stranger, and cbath'd the Naked : Since ■ 
you have adminifiredto the Sic^ and Fi~ 
pied the Imprifon'd : Come ye Blejfkd of 
my Father inherit the Kingdom prepared ■ 
foryOHpom the Foundation of the World. 



SER- 
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Joel 2.15. 

SanBifie a Faft. 

THEaffiduous and feverer E»cr- 
cifes of Mortification and Self 
Denial, conducing infinitely more to the 
healthful and vigorousConftitution of the 
Soul, than the conftant and uncorre&d 
gratification of her Lower Appetites, the 
great Enemy of Mankind hath been per- 
petually labouring to reprefent them u 
things in their own Nature fupervacane- 
ousand infignificant, and confequemly 
as the Performances only of injudicious, 
weak, fuperftitious Perfons, Heaccotd- 
ingly is always tempting us to change 
our Stones into Bread, our Sadnefles in* 
to Senfual Comforts, our DrinefTesinto 
Inundations of Fancy and extenour 
Sweetnefles. He would oblige us to be- 
lieve, that the Wicked may repent well 

enough 
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enongh without putting himfelf to the 
Trouble of rending either Heart or Gar- 

■ 11 ■ ■■ fc ^ M J i.L^ TI ' I^ . « m 



mem, and the Unrighteous Man turn to 
the Lord, tho' he loofc not a Meal all the 
Year long. In difcourfing therefore up- 
on thefe Words, I (hall endeavour to 
(hew thefe three things, 

I. That *tk the Duty of the Servants of 
God fomelimes tofanSify a Faft. 

a. After what manner they are to do thk. 
And, 

3. At what Tims. 

But before I enter upon thefe Topicks 

I fee it neceflary to explain what Vis to 

(anfiify a Faft. And in Ibort, 'tis this : 

Not to Faft (as Rebels and Hypocrites 

do) for Strife and Debate, and to make 

our Voice to be heard on High. Not to 

Faft as the Phyficians enjoyn, for the 

Recovery of our Health 5 nor, to keep 

the Senfe fine and fubtile, as the Moral 

Philofophers 5 nor, as the Statifts, 

to preferve the breed of Cattle. Not 

to Faft out of Sorrow or Mourning 

for the Dead, to fave the Charges of 

eating, or to be the better able, or more 

at leirore to tranfacV Bufinefe of the 

World : But to Faft for fome truly pious 

and 
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and Religious End. To Faft oat of a 
Principle either of Mortification and Sei£ 
denial, or of Indignation and Revenge 
upon our former Excefs and Luxury. 
To Faft by way of Humiliation for Sin, 
or to qualifie our Souls the better for the 
Duty of Prayer, To Faft, that we may 
be able to do Works of Mercy, by deal- 
ing that Breadto the Hungry, which we 
deny to ourfelves 5 or laftly, to aStreEt 
thtDefires and Luxuriances 6f the Flefh, 
and to render them obedient to the. Di- 
ctates of Reafon. To. Faft, I fay, upon 
all or any of thefe Accounts,* to Sanftify 
aF^ft, or to render it through Chrifr, an 
holy and acceptable Service to the Lord, 
And fo lam at Liberty to proceed to my 
FirftHead. 

i. Then. Tis the Duty of the Ser- 
vants of God fometimes to San&fy i 
Faft. This, if we hearken to our Pro- 
phet, or rather to God himfelf fpeaking 
by. hi? Month, is advanced beyond the 
Confines of Difpute and Controverfy 
SanQify a Faft f fays he in my Text ; 
Lnd again in the 12th Verfe, Therefore 
fiH h tin L&rd, turn ye even unto mt 
all yanr Hearty and with Fafiing. 
our great Lawgiver himfelf afford 

us, 
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us, that this in very Deed is the-V'oke - 
of God, arid not of the Man :' a Pre* i 
cept, that exterids it* Obligation bey ond 
the Difciples of Mofei to the Children 
of' the iSTeir Covenant ; that fhoiild <te* 
fcehd from the Synagogue irito fhe £/>ri* 
/fta* Churchy and be pra&is'd by -fais Fol- 
lowers a! way, even unto the En'd-of* 
the World. For tho* he does not ? jprd^ 
duce it in its Prophetical Dteft, of re;* 
peat it by ; way of exprefs Conjnkndnwtot, 
but onty fuppofeth the Exercife of *it^ 
and then gractoiifly delivers his^Dift&ii < 
bits about it \ yet that this Suppofrtion 
does by no means enervate the Pofirtve 
Precept/but rather eftablilh and confirm 
its Force and Oblt^tionVlarftQ^wtrtf^ 
ingly a(Tur*d from thefe following Con* 
(^derations* . , ^ » * «cj 

i. That our Lord fpake it to a Pfeo* 
toje, who were already convinced Jtff ttffc 
Ubligatioh of this Doty, ahd iher?fore 
ftood \n no need of $, New Comiftatid^ 
raentto reinforce it, but only t>! Dire*" . 7 
ftions how to perfonft it as they ought. 

1. That he delivered it in his Sermon 
upon the Momt^ which is the great In- 
ftitution and San#ioti of the EtT^^/WDtiAor 
D<;#r/*e,artd confeqnentty^asthe Learn- u^^p* 
td Bifhop Cx) Tajlot obfervtt) left^t* Rc g .* # 
M : recdm-** 41 *' 
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recommended and bound upon us by » 
new ygawrCj ev«p by an. Adoption in- 
to £tw Boerlafiing Covenant. 

%. That he order'd and difpos'd, re- 
form'd and purg'd it from its, Abu/es. 
For certainly thatfexercife, which thrift 
Ordet'd and difpos'd, reform'd and pur- 
g'd v is drefs*d for the Temple and for 
the Service of God. 

,•4. That to the Practice of it (If not 

tufted by Vain-gloryj) he has protmsd 

(r)M*ttff. a Reward. thy, Father (r) (fays he) 

>». which fifth thy. Facing in Secret^ Jbd 

retard thee openly. 

; $. That though his Prefence did in> 
deed fupercede for that time the Neceft- 
tyof Faftingin ; his Difciplea, yet he fays 
by way of Prediction at leaft, if not of 
Command) that after h» Departure from 
them they mould £ractife it as well as 0- 
thers. Can the Children of the Bride' 
Chamber Faft (0) (Tays he) utile the 
K,a"'** Btidegrpom * with them $ as long as ttej 
"' have the Bridegroom with them they cannot 
Faft. But the Days will come, when, the 
Bridegroom {baft betaken away from them 
and &* flail they pafi in thoje Days. 

4. That tho' there be no expWdte 
Command for Fafting in the New Tefta- 
ratflt, yet from the Nature and Confti- 

tutioo 
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tucion of the Gofpel ir may be Colle&ed, 
ttiajt there are \v\ fame Cafes fome tacite 
ftfl&iropHcfteones : As when Alms giving 
9tnd Prayer are Commanded 5 the Glori- 
fication pfQod, the Melioration of our 
own Stgte, and the Edification of our 
brethren. Wjien all Degrees of Unclean- 
ixefs, $U ffttisfying the Defies of the ! 
Fl^f$, uplefs jn lawful Wedlock, arefor- 
kjjd^PP' ^P r where the End is command* 
ed 9 'fjh$pe the Means muft be enjoy n'd too. 
l£ there fore f 3 (ling at any Time becomes 
a^ heceftjry Means for rhe Performance of 
all or any of thefe Duties, th6* there be 
HP particular explicite Command to in- 
force it, we may fafely conclude, that *ris 
jnaply'd in the general one, and incum- 
bent upon us. 

Thefe Confiderations(lfay)obligeme 
to believe, that the Suppofitiori of our 
Lord is fo far from diminithing the Pod- 
iijfd Precept, that 'tis altogether equiva- 
lent to a new Commandment- And if the 
Pr^ftice of his pifciples doth any ways 
interpret the Sence of his Do&rine, we 
arc fare it is. For tho* Fafting was of 
gPQd Repute under the Law, yet its 
Commendation is no where more ad vatj- 
($4, than under the Gofpel. The Judges, 
(kings, and Prophets of Ijr^d did not \ 
M 3 content 
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content themfelves with the Annual Oh- 
fervation of their great Day of Expiation, 
but did frequently proclaim and inftitute 

r )TQflL° tner Falls : As C 1 ) 3°fi** at Ai -> CO 
r i J jam. The Judges at 6ibea ^ ( ^ $ amHel at Miz . 

(O b d - ft£ f (4) Daw** at Hebron % (5) ^crearjf 6e? 
^j I s im /fore ? (6) A***/e/ under, and (j)Zachatj[ 
i.e. after trie Captivity ^ and 'tis the Chara- 
[ A \) Umt aerittickNote of theMmifters of the Got 
^V J cr ' B& r ^ at ^ e y a PP r ov'd themfelves to be 
ft) Dan. the Servants of God in much Patience, iii 
io. ?. Aifli&ionsjn Watchings,in Fallings. St 
(7;iich, 7 . p ua i ^) \v$sh\ Fallings often,my he e- 
(9) 2 c&r. ftcems this Duty fo Sacred, that he per- 
<*. $. & mirs Married Perfons to appoint vacant 
i Cor. t, times from their Endearments, that they 
may give themfelves to it. And for the 
fuceeedingAges and Generations, we muft 
either cancel all theRecords of Antiquity, 
or acknowledge its cpnftarit Ufe and Ob- 
fervation in the Church of Chrift. So that 
Fading Cyou fee) hach the W* n gs °f both 
Chauhtms to cover ?t 5 both Testaments 
the Old and the New to command and 
enjoyn it ; and the Examples of all the 
Saints to recommend and in force it. Nay, 
the Heathens have feen its Obligation by 
rhe Light of Nature- No fooner did the 
fr) Jom. P ro P^ et ( x ) Jonah declare the fierce All; 
K . < ger of the Lord in the Streets o(Ni*$veb, 

tot 
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but they all from the higheft to the low- 
eft hiimbled themfelves before God in 
Prayer and Faftirtg. In fhort, Fafting (as 
faith the fore-cited (n) Author^ is an Aft 
of more Vertues than one. It is an Elicite jjJ^JJjjJ* 
*nd proper Aft of Temperance^ of Repen- data pag. 
tance, of Hntftiliation^ and of Mortifica- 4** 
Hon of the Fteflii with its.Affeftions and 
Lufts. It is an Imperate and Inftrumental 
Aft miniftring to Prayer, and is call'd 
in the id of St. Luke a Service of God. 
Anna ffays the Text)' fend God with 
Fajlings and Prayers Night and Day. But 
that which ferves God, and minifters fo 
much to Religion, and exercifeth fo ma- 
ny Graces, that which was a part of Na- 
tural as well as of Reveal'd Reltgion,the 
great Solemnity and Publication of Re- 
pentance to both Jews and Gentiles 5 
which was praftis'd by the Faithful un- 
der both Teftaments, and was a powerful 
indearment of the Divine Mercy and Pi- 
ty. That, which Chrift recommended and 
prefuppos'd, which he adorned with a x 
cautionary Precept, and taught the man- 
ner of its Observation, to which he made 
Promifts, and for which he affur'd the 
World of a Reward 5 can certainly be 
no lefs than a Duty of the Evangelical or 
Chrifia* Religion Wherefore, 
% - * a. I 
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2. I come to (hew, aftft what manner 
we are to perform tb'i* Duty. And here 
the Sajot?,who have gone before us, have 
trae'd out to «s Four ways... 

i. On the Days of OPr K^ totally to 
ab(tai^ from our ^.efrelbment ti/J 
( . the Bwnmg. 

\. Tq defo »*» if l*°* tiU &e Ea^ 
«»», yet fomething at lcaft beyewj 
the nfoal time. 

3. Tq dimioUb its guaatitj/. And, . 

4. To alter its J^jtfrfji 

I . We ar^ taught on the Days of our 
Faft tottJJy. toahftain from our Refreflh 
roenr CiH the Ewning. Thus King David 
Fjlfted» 9 ^^§.3 5. Be did neitktr tafitt 
Br «td twwghf elfi y ti# tfa $h» was fam* 
And many of the. Primitive Chriftians, 
efpec&Hy jo. tfie limes of L&tty followr 

e4 his $8afl»pi& 

9, To. de%, ft, jf not 't,ijl the E*>«^ 
i*g, y«t.%neffciing at fcaft beyond the 
flUwi time, Thu« we find C<w*e/iw Fad- 
ing in (4»P fpth of tine 4ff/,5 and ftus 
d\4ib$8ri#*tiwCfa*Jti4*f behave them- 
feives 9#.**fyto^'«v and Fri44}h They 
(0 Serm. Fafted (frjf) fyftlmw informf u$, flpf 
<*»£*»• VMI the ,&.§**«, £#?« #>«« Iwm '$& 
£.*& th * **** J*w. '• «• #1 Tbwe of tUp 
Clock in t„he A&Wioon, at w^Jich * icne 
; having 
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tm*iag ended their Faft Devotions, they 
r&^feivM the Euchatifa and Awta went 
Home to theft Refteffirtietit And we ate 
told by 0flr ttaoft Reverend and learned 
QscJ Vftw, that rht &?/» M^^Jr by the (xj Dif- 
Rules Of Ulumbanm alhd ifcia*, tttercfc'd gjjdj. 
thccnfclves after (be fame manner. on profef- 

3. T6 dimmifc its $»Mty h to feed fcd /* thc 
tiTore f^rtjigly|of lefs frequently than at IrTfot'W 
other tiroes* -not fatisfying the natural 4*- 
and tnnotentCraVitigs of our Appetites* 
btt fc'aritte brity to much, 4$ Will preferv* 
bur HeaTtii, and enable m to perform 
rite Devotions df the Day* And this 
they catl the Fatt tof 7ta*f . 

4. "to alter its fiwa% $ to fofier rfefther Ffefli war 
Wine to come into our Mouth, but to abftain frctti 
J&D pleafant Food, From the Bread of our Defirts, 
and to -content our (elves with whaftbine, but left 
jpleafing !Nourilhmerit, vexiftg our Appetites by re- 
fufing them a lawful Satisfa&idn, be'caufe in thehr f M j d 1d# 
'perubncy and luxury they prey'd uWn an unlawfift. 10. 3. 
And after this manner Fafted the Fropfoet (1) &*- ( 2 J Matt - 
»i>/, (2) "?«fei the Baptift, (3) Wtffrto the Et>a>g*- 3- 4* 
l 0t (4) '?^j the Juft, (5 J *frm<#, and the (6) f SjCIcro. 
fathers on the Mountains of Nitriti. *} cx - P* d - 

Thus ( I fay ) have the Saints chalk'd one to JJ. b * 2 f- '• 
us tour ways of fyftwg , out of which oir ^. iJ £|jj # 
indulgent Mother the Church leaves every Man in jj b 
his Difcretion and Piety ro choofe what's fitteft for tA p^^ 
liimfelf^whichofchcmfoeverhc makes choice of, pfi- jft> * sim. 
yided theEnd ftic prop' fes be obtain d , fhe is equally $. 
'&Mfefy'd : For ihefrcks not the Otxay of Nature^ bit (6) PaMad* 
theCbaftifement of Sin ; intends nos: ihiit our Knees, ^ Hi ft. 
but that our EvirHabi s grew Weak through Faftin$ , i-^uii. 

twit 
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that by our abftmence wc keejnmder the B*fy 9 aad- 
bring it into Sobje&ion : Mortify our Membea,that 
are upon the Earthed keep a ftrift hand overall the 
inordinate motions of corrupt Nature. In a word, 
that we fo, order 4nd regulate ourSeafual Appetites, 
that they enfeeble not the Heavenly Vigour and 
rSprighdineft of our Souls, nor render our Spirits by 
their fubtile Infimiations lets watchful unto Prayer* 
Thisis her End and Defign in her Injunctions of Aifii~ 
tience, which if ftie obtains by any of the fore-mefl* 
tion'd wro^fhe willnnfeignedly rejoyce, So the Old 
Man be Crucify td , and the New Man rais'd up iri us. 
So our Souls maintain their Birth-tight, and live a- 
bove the Solicitations and Inchantmemsof the Senfes. 1 
So they daily renew their Vi&ories, and triumph q-» 
▼er the Devil, the World and the Flett. So this be 
done; whether it be by aTotalor partial Abftinence, 
the Abftincnce of whole Days or only of Parts ; vtbt* 
dier by dimintfhing the Quantity, or by altering die 
Quality of our Meals ; (he is not felicitous to enquire, 
Nay, to fuch as are in St. Timothy* Cafe, whole &6 1 

3uent Infirmities render Fading apparently 4 deftru- 
tive to their Health, ihe remits them all Requires 
- no Fading at all from them, butfuch a conftant Care 

.and Provifion for their Health, as tfrill enable them 
. chearfully to ferve the Lord.' So tender and indul- 

gent is our Mother, the Church to her Children ih 

this Point, 
But now we ought to be very careful, that we 

take not occafion from this Indulgence to favour our 

fe'ves too much. If it may be done without any 

detriment to oiir Health, or danger of fliprtnine our 

Lives, 'tis certainly our Duty in one or other or the 
, Fore-mentioned ways to Faft, and that as in other 

Refpeds, fo likewife in this, that we are Chriftians: 
. Perfons, who afpire to an Angelical Life and invi- 

fible Joys, and Ihould therefore wean ourfelves frotn. 

tbefe Pleafures and Entertainments of Senfes, ai 
much as the Prefervation of our Life fcnd Health, 
and our Daty to ourfelves will permit. And fo' I 
come, 3. To 
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j; To the times of Falling. 
Now, tho* the Holy Scrip. .»*«• tntytagtiu 
turcsgivenodireaionscon- %?J$j&!£- 
cerning thefe ; yet from the quod appeUatur Tcfta- 
Examples therein contain*, 3fo&£J& 
they enable to judge what are pr*ceptum ejfe mmu 
the moft feafonable. . When a **,*»#««««»<&>*« 
Queen Efther was to rencoun- TJE^SSZ 
ter the outragious and bloody **/** <***«»* w; jpo- 
Defigns of iW againft {Jg-J- *J* 
her People, (he and all the j#.m. ■ 
Jews kept a folemn Faft The 
Bletied Jefus, tho'heknew the Hearts 
of all Men, and his (ingle Requeft had 
been enough with his Father* who 
heard him always, yet to fhew us how 
to proceed on fuch weighty Occasions* x 
took the fame courfe , before he or* 
dain'd his Apoftles. For (as St. Luke 
in his 6th Chapter informs us) it was 
early in the Morning, after a whole 
Night lpent in Prayer, that he call'dand 
chofe them. Ana accordingly the b Bi- M&13.3. 
ftops at Antioch, even when the Holy 
Ghoft himfelf had chofe the Perfons,and 
alloted their peculiar Work, did not lay 
Hands on SmI and Btrnabas, 'till in 
imitation of their great Mailer, they 
had felled and Prayed. Whenever 
then we have any extraordinary Pe- 
rt tition 
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tition to .put. up to the Throne of 
Grate, any fecial Bleflutg, either 
Temporal or Spiritual, to implore of 
the Divine Bounty, then is it a proper 
time for us to join Fafting to our Pray- 
ers. But, efpecially, fhouW We do this 
in the Days of our Humiliation and Re- 
pentance ; When we labour with ftrong 
Crymgs and Tears to avert the fierce 
Anger of the Lord, and to incline 
him to Pity. In ihort^ as for Pubiicfc 
Fafts; we ate t»; direct our delves by 
the Laws where we live ; which To far, 
ax teaft, ©bEge every one, i&at he of- 
fend not agaireft them eiiher.contejnptu- 
oofly or wdiSi Scandal. And; for pri? 
mce Fafts, hbw frequenly they Are to 
be usJd, eveilv one's own Coafcieace 
in tihefear of God.is ieft the Judge : 
afcKhhe who .ftrioufly coofidfctf Jus 
Spiritual Danger,? and Neceffities ; the 
huirfben, ftrength, and fubtiltjf of his 
Enemies, iaod. his. ^eat Weafcnefs and 
fiial>ilay.todtfend.huTUelf.: iiow often 
fee has been already betray ?d» nKd Jbow 
%ptba Hearcds ftill W> {ari^deritfelf 
into tTieir. Hands, wiU, -queftumle^ 
fertifie JraK^f:with-.Bavil)g,i.«>iDAefl 
us Prw3e«ice,.|a*n'id .with a dtffccfcrt of 
*is Health, ifeali dhr e&. , -,y.> :■.. 
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I £h&H now, by way of Corollary, 
fpeakvery briefly of the Efte&sof this 
Xtaty, and conclude. 

F&fting then quells the Haughtincfs 
and Pride of the Prince of Darkneis, 
overcomes his ftrongeft and moft powr 
^rfulXegions, and breaks down thofe 
JFortrcffes which tad defiance to all 
other Aflaults. c Eve* this kind, fays«M*r. 17. 
our Lord, goeth out by Prayer andFaft- 2U 
ixg* It is an Antidote a^ainft the Poy- 
fon of fenfual Temptations, which, by 
FcaJHng and full Tables^ is apt to ope^ 
rate to the perdition of our Souls. 
4 Whm I fed them to the fuU y fays God, <* frr. 5.7* 
then they committed Adultery , and of 
fembled tbemf elves by Troops in the Har* 
tots H$*fes* And in another place> e The c 1 Cor.io. 
People /at dewn to Eat end to Drink , and 7 * 
m/* up to Plop. But Fading dries up 
the Fountains of Scnfuality r withdraws "; 

that Fewel which minifters to the 
flames of Lnft r and fo renders* our $o~ 
dies like the Vehicles of AnjgeU, Chaft 
and honourable Temples of the Holy 
Ghoft. It defeats our Faculties, cla* 
rifles our Spirits, frees our Minds from 
the degrading load and burthen of 
Meat and Vapours, and fo puts us in- 
N 2 to 
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to a convenient difpofition to opera- 
tive, inteofe, and undiftur bed Prayer ; 
and upon this account 'tis ftil'd the 
Nourifhment of Prayer, by Tertullm \ 
and by St. Bernard) the Wings of the 
r sefnu $. SouL It fecures us (as f St. Bafil thinks) 
dc jeju* f rom t h c deftroying Angel 5 the pak- 
nefs and meagre Vifage which the Ek* 
treraity of it occafions, being in his 
Father's Opinion, that Mark in the 
Fore-head which the Angel obferv'd, 
when he iign'd the Saints in Jtrufsltrf 
to efcape the Judgment of God. It is 
a punitive and affii&ive Aftion, an cfc 
fea of Godly Sorrow) a Teftimony of 
Contrition, which our Heavenly Fa- 
ther accepts, and will at length reward 
with unconceivable Refrefhments the 
repafts of Seraphim, the banquets of 
Heaven, the intuition of his glorious 
and immortal Beauty. So true is that 
gCdp. 7t of &Baru^ f (with which I fhall con- 
*' *•• elude) The Soul that is greatly vex% 
which goeth Jlooping andfeble, and the fy" 
that f*i( $ and she hungry Saul fid// gw 
thee Pr*tfe and Right eoufnefs, Lord. 

LUKE 



\ 
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THE many excellent Treaties that 
are in every one's Hand, and the 
plentiful Provifion which our mpft ex- 
cellent Mother, the Church, has made 
for her Children upon the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, had almpft induc'd 
me to believe, thaf a Pifcourfe uppn the 
fame Subject, would be altogether fu- 
perfjupus and unneceflary. £ut find- 
ing fome in the World, who (nptwith- 
ftanding $hefe afliftances) do either 
(Hit pf Ignorance of the natijre of tlji$ 
IVIyftery, or an unaccountable, fupine, 
irreligious Difpofitipn, entirely omit it ; 
?nd others, who without due Prepara- 
tion, without ferious Thoughts arid Re- 
cplle&ions, indifcreetly, unadyifedly, 
irreverently approach it ; and $ ;$tird, 
N 3 who 
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who run as much into the contrary 
Extream, imagining no Preparations 
enough to qualify them for it: J 
thought it neither improper, nor un ? 
feafonable, to difcourfe upon thefe 
Words. In doing of which, I lhall en* 
4eavour to fhew thefe two Things, 

I. That we are oWigM to come 
to the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per. And 

II. How we are to prepare our 
felves in order to our coming Ei- 
ther. 

I. We are obligM to come to the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. This 
is plain; 

i. From the Words of the Inftitu* 
tion in my Text, This do in rcmtmbrwce 
of me : For the Terms (you fee) are 
pofitive, an exprefe Command to aH 
the Difciples of die Crucify'd Jcfas, 
He fpreads his Table, prepares a fo* 
femn arid magnificent Feaft, and tifc- 
figns to entertain us with afl imagina- 
ble Kindnefs and Refpeft. He fees crar 
backwardnefs and ujwiUingncft to 
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approach him , and therefore in the 
Bowels of hisCompaffion not only in- 
vites, but commands us to come. Can 
we then turn ourBacks upon fo gracious 
an Invitation ? Can we refufe to obey 
fo endearing a Command ? Can we 
deqy our Company to fo kind a Friend, 
fo great a Benefa&or ? Jomdab the Son 
of Retbak, was a mere Man, of the 
fame PaffionSjImperfe&ionsjand Weak* 
nefles with our felves; and yet what 
he commanded his Followers^ was (as 
you may fee in the 35 th of Jeremiah) 
punctually obferved. The Philofophers 
were likewife but Men full of Igno- 
rance and Blindnefs, Immortalities and 
Sins; and. yet their Difciples were Su- 
perftitioufly Careful to . frame their 
JLives according ro their Rules and 
Maxims. But he, who calls us, is the 
Attthor and Finifher of our Faith, our 
Lord and God , our Maker and Re- 
deemer, the (Holy One of I[rael % who 
cloath'd himfelf with Fleih, and even 
laid down his moil precious Life for 
our fekes. What an Indignity then do 
we offer to his Authority, lyhen vt$ 
defpife his Commands ? How ibame- 
lefly do we trample upon his infinite 
Xoye, y/hen we refufe his Invitation ? 
N 4 wh%t- 
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whatever we think of Jt now, we fliafl 
then be fully fenfible of our Infolencc 
and Ingratitude f when the Scene (hall 
be^chang'd, the time of Mercy gone, 
and the fjay of the fierce Anger of the 
Lambfhall come, when he ihail alter 
his Voice, and no longer invite lis to 
Repentance and Pardon, nor longer 
command us to partake of his Munifi- 
cence and Bounty ; but lhall moft ter- 
ribly lift up his Voice as the Lyon of 
the Tribe of Judah,* and command lis 
away from his prefehce into outer 
Darknefs, where is Weeping, and Wail- 
ing, and gnafhihg of TeetK This, by 
ifray of precaution, he has gracioufly 
foretold us in that Parable of his in the 
2 2d of St. Mtttkew. The Kjngdom of 
Heaven (fays he) is tike unto a certain 
'KJngj which made a Marriage for his Son, 
and fern forth his Servants to call them 
that were hidden to the Wedding : and they 
would not come, Again he fent forth other 
Servants ) faying, TeB them which are hid* 
dttty Behold^ 1 have prepared my Din- 
ner: * nq Oxen and my Fat lings are 
' kilPd, and all things are ready : come unto 
the Marriage , But they made light of it f 
and went* t fair ways y one to his Farm % 
jfiother tok* MerchandiferAndthe, Renu 

MdM 
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nam took his Servants, And entreated them 
ffitefaUyy and flew them. But when tbq 
KJng heard thereof, he was wroth ; and 
he ftnt forth his Armies, and deftrojed thefe 
Murderers ? and burnt up their City. 
Come then (you fee) you rouft to the 
Lord's Suppen He invites you, he im- 
portunes you, he commands you by his 
Servants, the Minifters and Paftorsof 
his Flock, to come ; and you muft not 
difobey. Which appears, 

2. From the Pra&ice of the Primi- 
tive Chriftians. They rightly under- 
ftood the Commandment of the Lord, 
and Wpre accordingly careful moft 
faithfully tQ fulfil it. They therefore 
affembled themfelves together, and re- 
ceived the Holy Communion every 
Day. Thej continued daily in the Temple, 
lays a St. Luke, and in breaking Bread 
from Houfe to Houfe. This Cuftom con- 
tinuM fome confiderable time in theMS.2.36. 
Weftern Churches, as appears from 
b St. Cyprian, b St. Ambrofe, *> §t. Hierom, % id £w- 
and bSt. Auflin. And tho* perhaps it wovevomfn!^. 
off fooner in the Churches of the Eaft, H7&a» 
yet cSt. Bafil informs us , that in hi? j^jgj 1 
time they communicated, however:, Ediuoxon. 
fbtir times a Week, on the Lor£st>ay,* E f£?*$ 

Wed-v Attic. 
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Wedmfdajy Friday and Satutdtfr yea, 
d /» rp/Mnd upon other Days too ; nay, 4 Chry- 
ad Epfcf. f ft om 2idds 9 that fome truly Religious 
77V. £ # / #an d Devout Perfons, did fo every Day, 
Sdvih # if the Memory or Feftival of any Mar- 
tyr fell upon them. But, how vaftiy 
different is the behaviour of Chriftians 
at this Day ? How exceedingly fhort 
4o we come of thofe primitive Pat- 
terns? They were careful to communis 
cate as frequently as theycoyld, but 
now many among us do it as feldom 
aspoffibly they can,/ They thought it 
as neceffary as their daily Food : But 
now there are fome who do not believe 
it to be necefTary at all. They would 
not be kept from it by any Terrors or 
Allurements: But now, what trifling 
Excufes, what impertinent Pretences, 
authorize our Abfence? No wonder 
then, that thofe primitive Chriftians 
were fo much oulr Betters ; fo Holy and 
Unblameable in all manner of Cdnver- 
fation, that the fouleft Afperfions, the 
blacked Calumnies of their implacable 
Enemies could never eclipfe their Glo- 
ry. They flood always with their Loins 
girded, with their Snooes on their Feet, 
and with their Staff in their Hand, 
were always ready to go forth, aa<J 

wait 
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wait 'upon their Lord. They were al- 
ways wimbling their Lamps, always 
preparing to meet the Bridegroom qf 
their Souls; and by thefe means be- 
came burning and Alining Lights in 
their Generations* But now th£ fhame- 
ful contempt and negleft of this Ho- 
ly Ordinance h$?e unhappily let in 
upon us a deluge of Impiety, and caus'd 
Atheifm andftophanepefs to oven-flow 
the Land. 

j. We are oblig'd to come to the 
Sacrament fcf the Lord's Supper, be- 
Catifc 'tis the difcriminating Mark of 
our Profeffion, the Badge of Chrifti- 
anity, the Livery (as I may fo fay) cjf 
the Crucify VI Jefus. Both Jews and 
Gentiles indeed had their Religious 
Banquets^ as well as we. They feaited 
upon the remainders of their Sacrifices, 
and thereby moft folemnly dedicated 
themfelyes to the Service and Worfhip 
pf that Deity, of* whole Sacrifices they e'Erfr Aw- 
did eat; and to thefe Repafts (I con* jy'gj: . 
Ceive) our Lord had a particular VG-$ 7 ifo Ttu , 
ipe&in the Inftitution of this Myftcry. ^ f«p««r ? * 
But then the Sacrifices of the former r&im* 
pf thefe were Typical, or. Figures of 
good things to come ; and thofe of the 
- ' ^ latter 
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latter were ofFer'd to Devils, and not 
to God. The former believ'd in Chrift 
to come, whom they (aw but darkly 
under that thick Veil of Types and Fi- 
gures: And the latter were partakers 
of the Altars of Idol?, and Held Com- 
munion and Fellowihip with Devils. 
But now before our Eyes, Jefus Chrift 
is moft evidently fet forth as Crucify'd : 
And by this religious, federal Banquet, 
which he inftituted himfelf in our 
Flefh, we are in the (lri£teft League an£ 
Union with him. We proclaim to the 
World, that we are entirely his; That 
we will have no other Lords, hefide 
him, to rule oyer us, ?nd that we will 
moft faithfully adhere to hi; Service all 
the Days of our Life. This Sacrament 
then (I fay) is proper to Chriftianity ; 
'tis our Chara&eriftick ; That, which 
we have receivM from our great NU- 
^ fter as the pledge of his Love, and fQC 
a continual remembrance of his Death, 
to our great and endlefs Comfort. How 
wretchedly Stupid and Senfelefs then 
do we evidence our felves to be, when 
we turn our Backs upon this Hqly Or- 
dinance ? How monftruoufly difingenu- 
qus and ungrateful to our Lord, when 
we do not efteepi and yalup it, as we 

ough£? 
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ought? We trample Hike Swine) upon 
the ricbeft Pearls ; upon that, which is 
Our greateft Honour, ourPriviledge and 
Prerogative, our Happinefs and Glory. 
Nay, we feem even to renounce our 
Religion, to fhake Hands with Chri- 
stianity, and to bid it adieu. For had 
any Jew contemptuoufly refus'd to ce- 
lebrate the Paffover with his Brethren, 
in remembrance of his Fore-father's de- 
liverance out of Egjrpt, he would have 
been rightly judg'ato have apoftatiz'd 
from Mofes t and have afluredly been 
cut off from among his People. How 
then can that Chriftian, who continu- 
ally refufeth - to commemorate his Sa- 
viour's Paffion, and to remember in 
this Holy Ordinance, which (as you 
have feen) he has exprefly commanded 
his infinite Love to mankind, expcd 
a milder Sentence in the Day of Judg- 
ment ? Certain I am, that from the 
Church, he has not the leaft Encourage- 
ment for fo fond a Perfuafion: For the 
ninth of the Canons, callM Apoftolical, 
and thefecond of the Synod of Antioch 
affuresus, That when fome, who had 
been prefen t at the Preaching of the 
Word , began to go away from the 
puWick AJTemblies without receiving 

the 
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the Holy Cottimi&Dtofi * 'twas look'd 
upon ,as,fo heinous a Crime, fo fcanda- 
krcsa'Mifclemeanour* that the Church 
decreed, whofoevee was guilty of if, 
Ihould. be excommunicated, 

4. We are obliged to come to the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper * becaufe 
of its Venue and Efficacy Upoa our 
Souls. 'Tis the Duty (you knew) of 
every Cbriitian daily to endeavour cp 
grow in Grace, and uO|ie Knowledge 
of our Lord! and Saviour, Jefus Chr$, 
and confetpiently tor make ufe gif all 
thofe means which conduce to tht; ac- 
quifitooD of thefc glorious Ends. Naur 
the Saasament of the Lonfs. Supper Is 
in the con&fllon of: all Christians the 
moft fotemn Sea land Fledge of Cbriir's 
Lore to. his Church, and the convey r 
anceof attthtofe great and iaeftimabU 
Benefits, which, by his. precious BtoodV 
fliedding fe hath punrhasJd for h«f t la 
k we receive paction of Sins, peace of 
Confidence, aid Power jind Ability to 
run, with ciieartulaeis, (.the Race that 
is fen teforjeuv It jocreafeth our Eaifi^ 
augracnjsjottx Hope, and. enlargeth.<>ttf 
Chancy. It improves all que Exoelfew- 
cies , . ixignxens; »fl <our Y^rrues y . \w\ 
. fup- 
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fupples all our Wants, both Temporal 
and Spiritual ; God entring into Cove- 
nant with us, and moft folemniy re- 
nting his Promife, that he will pever 
leave up- npr forfakeus,till in his infinite! 
Mercy h^c has advanc'd us to his Hea- 
venly JCingdora. It is the moft fove^ 
reign R^emedy againft our reigning 
Vices, our ; habitual, ftubborn, invete- 
rate Prejudices, the mofi vigorous and 
powerful Aflaults of Temptation, and 
the various Wiles ancjl Stratagems o( 
our grand Adverfary , the 
Devil. This induced the Pi- *<&*'»»***' % fi* 
ous f Father when he ikw the ^J^g 
black Clouds of Perfecution m. AmomnoeccUfitm. 
hovering oyer the Church, to '%2&jF mam 

•£ V . j . ,\ . GlanaCctl^ttt corona* 

receiye fuck as had laps'd in Gmi$ covfecmi jum. 
thejiery Tinaes of Trial, in- ?•**£?» vUktb 
to |befc>fom of their Mother, £S5T3fe3£ 
fboner.thaQ)her ordinary Di- Mmjrim. fubierum. 
fcipfoie.did.allow. He was %&.™ e > Eccl f 
unwjllias tp.leave cheoa defti- & uh. *'. m^l " 
tute of fy> ftcong a Cordial in 
time of Panger, and therefore admit^ 
ted «hem to this higheft ad of Com- 
munion, that their Souls might be for?- 
tified againft the next Encounter of the 
Enemy: la a word, it ftrengthens an4 
confirms our pious RefoUitions, $6ws 

up 
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up our Zeal into a permanent, bright, 
and ardent Flame, makes us one with 
Chrift, with ftfedfaft ptfrpofe of Heart 
for evermore to tleave to him, and 
to live no longer the Life eff Nature, 
but the Life ofthe Faith df the Son of 
God. What mean then tfibfe foolifh 
and treacherous Excufes, which are fb 
frequently pretended to di vert" you from 
this Ordinance? Your Bufinefs, your 
Scruples, your Sins, and your Purpofes 
of after- Amendment and greater Pre* 
para (ions? Are you fo ftreightned in 
your time, that you have no leifure to 
look after your Souls ? Does Mammon fo 
engrofs your Attendance, that you can 
never fpare time to wait upon your 
God ? This f befides that it plainly de- 
monftrates that you have chofen him 
for the Idol of your AfTe&ions, and the 
Objeft of your Hopes, and confequent- 
ly renounced all your Intereft in God) 
h fufficiently baffled by the demeanour 
of many Perfons, who have been pla- 
ced by the All-wife Providence of God 
in the largeft Spheres of fecukr Bufi- 
nefs and Imployments. Jofcph was Go- 
vernour overall the Land of Egjpt, and 
that in a time of the greateft- DiffieuU 
ty, of a general Deartk and Famines 

Mofis 
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Motes was a wonderful Statiff, an illu- 
ftrious Prince, and a great General, con- 
ducing at once through a vaft and ter- 
rible Wildernefs , wheFein wfere fiery 
Serpents and Scorpions, all the Armies 
of Ifrael, fix hundred thoufand Men, 
befides Women and Children, and moft 
of them too, ndt of a flexible, ingenu- 
ous and governable Temper, but a.mu- 
tinous, perverfe, and murmuring Gene- N 
ration. David was likewife a Man of 
infinite Troubles and Vexations, the 
Government not only of a diforderly 
and tumultuous Family, but alfo of a 
ftiff-neckM , rebellious People , lying 
wholly upon his Shoulders ; and the 
Prophet Darnel was made Ruler over the 
whole Province of Batylov, and Chief 
of the Governours over all the Wife- 
men of Babylon. And yet all thefe, in 
the midft of their innumerable Avoca- 
tions and Difturbances, found leifure 
for their Devotions, and the Worfhip of 
God. Nay, this is againft the common 
Senfe of Mankind: For all Nations have 
aUow*d large Portions of their Time 
for their publick Devotions,and reckoned 
that the more Religious they were, by 
fo much the more they profperU As 
for your Scruples, you are to unfold 
them to your Spiritual Guides, who 

O are 
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are appointed by Chrift tp inform your 
Conferences, and who ttill be fo far 
from leflening their good Opinion of 
you for any thing you (hall difcoveiy 
that they will both highly applaud your 
Ingenious and Pious Care for the wel* 
fare of your Souls, and alio moft hear* 
tify blefs God for the happy Opportu- 
nities he vouchfafes them of doing you 
good. Thefe therefore can by no means 
excufe you from coming tp the Lord's 
Table, fince they may, through God's 
Bleffing, be happily remov'd in the re- 

?ular method of his Appointment, 
our Sins ought as little to difcourage 
you as your Scruples. As long indeed 
as you continue in them, you are not to 
come, leaft the Lord fay, The Hand of 
him that betrayeth me y ti with me on the 
Table. But if you are truly humbled at 
the fight of your Impieties,and fincerely 
and peretaptorily refoive from this Mo- 
nient tp relinquifli and forfake them, 
you are thofe very Perions for whom 
this Sacrament is defign'd, for he came 
not to call the Righteous, but Sinners 
to Repentance. Ir you ask, hpw you 
fhall be aljur'd, that your Refolutjoos 
are fiqcere and peremptory, efpeciaDy 
finee, after all that you have made, yov 
. have ftill refcips'd into your old $jms? 
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I anfwer, that whatever your re- 
lapfes have been, you may be hum- 
bly confident , that your Refolutions- 
are fincere and peremptory, if your 
Souls arepoffefsM with a deep Senfeof 
your unworthy, di/ingenuous, ungrate- 
ful Behaviour to your God, and you 
can appeal unto him that iearcheth the 
Hearts that you defire now at lafi to be 
freed from the burthen of your Sins, 
and to ferve him in Righteoufnefs and 
true Holinefs,allthe Davs of your Life. 
Laftly, That excufe or after-Amend- 
ment and greater Preparations, is Idle 
and Impertinent, and the moft perni-. 
cious Subterfuge that can be 
invented. 6 For have you the g Cras ^viaurum t cras 
meafuresofTinieinyourown %*$%*$%, 
Hands r and can you difpenfe Poftbume, quando ve- 
to your felves what Portions "j*?. Cras . vides ? *?- 
of it you pleafe? Or rather, %£;£?$?& 
does not your Time run away f*P?> Wfff*. Poftbu- 
apace, your Spiritual Strength me * vix " * rU ,. 
decay, and your Hearts grow 
every Day harder and harder a- 
gainft the Precepts of the Gofpel ? How 
then can it be fafe for you under fo ma- 
ny difadvantages to delay your Cure 
one Moment longer? Now then, my 
Brethren, while it is call'd to Day, 
harden not your Hearts: But repent of 

& your 
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your Sins, renounce all your Follies, 
divorce your darling Lufts, and ari/e 
from the Death of Sin to the Life of 
Righteoufriefs, and then come and par- 
take of this Heavenly Food, which 
will nouriih your Souls to Eternal Life. 
And fo I come to make good the fecond 
part of my Promife, which is to fhew, 
How you are to prepare your felvesin 
order to your coming to the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. Now then in the 

ift Place you are to confider, That 
you are going to meet your God in his 
moft comfortable and fublimeft Ordi- 
* nance, and # confequently that you 
ought to drefs your Souls in their beft 
Robes, in their cleaneft, their pureft, 
their whiteft Garments, To this end 
you are to enter into a fevere, impartial 
Scrutiny of your Lives and Converfe- 
tions, that wherefoever you (hall per- 
ceive them, either through the infimi- 
ations of Satan, or their own weaknefs, 
to have contra&ed any pollution from 
the World or the Flefh, you may wafh 
it off by your Penitential Tears, before 
you prefume to approach this Holy 
Ordinance. This courfe is recommend- 
ed to yoi| by the conftant Pra&ice both 
of Jews and Pagans. For, how ReE* 

giouily 
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gioufly did the latter of thefe endeavour 
to qualify themfelves for the Tables 
of their Gods? They wafh'd their 
Cloaths , abftain'd from Worldly and 
Carnal Pleafares, and underwent a 
ferious and folemn Courfe of Purifica- 
tion. How carefully, how nicely, how 
curioufly did the Former prepare to eat 
the PafTover? They look'd with all 
imaginable Diligence into every corner 
of their Houfes, not fuflfering any the 
leaft Particle of Leaven to remain among 
them, and us'd many other Obfervances 
which I need not particularly 
enumerate. Nay, the h Soci- * Nl fi l uis > *»*$*** 
mans themfelves , as little Trf^Xfli 
rriends as they are to this Co- memwerit, fid ejus ef- 
venant-Feaft, will not allow &#u*vfr*fo*i*» 

„^ ^ • . • 1 1 inter tore Ammo mjtet 

yOU tO COme tO it Wit hout due ac Central , indignm 

Preparation, till you^ have pirit'eft* quitd acce? 
ferioufly and with jultappU- %*££& * 
cation of Mind, call'd # to your 
remembrance the Death of Chrift, and 
tafted and perceived in your Souls its 
Fruit and Efficacy. In fhort, St. Paul 
affures you, that- this Self-examination 
isabfolutely neceflary. Let a Man exa- 
mine bimfelf fays he, andfo let him eat of 
that Bread, and drink of that (jap.. Do 
not then think to hide or to extenuate 
your Offences before God, whofe Eyes 
J pierce 
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pierce into the centre of your Spirits, 
and whounderftandsall your Thoughts 
and Devices, even long before they arc ; 
but fearch diligently into the bottom 
of your Sores ; make as exa£t, as im- 
partial, as accurate a difcovery of your 
Condition, as you can; Call to remem- 
brance (as far as you are able) aU the 
particular Sins, which you have com- 
mitted through the whole courfe of 
your Life; and then beg the God of all 
Grace to enable you to fay with the 
Contrition and Humility of the awak- 
ned Prodigal, Father, I have finned ** 
gainfi Heaven, and before thee, and am na 
more worthy to be called thy Son. 

But I do not intend this for All ; tho' 
'twould hot be amifs, if AD, who have 
leifure, would pra&ice it, 'Tis 
defign'd for them, who are either mak- 
ing their firft opproach to the Holy 
Table, or who Ifeve never yet entrtd 
into an exaft and particular Examina- 
tion of their Lives* They, who have 
already thus ftated their Accounts,, ha^c 
as particularly as poflibly they could^e- 
collededandconfefs'd their paft FoUies 
and Impieties; have refolved againft 
them both in General aod Particulate 
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and daily pdt their Resolutions into 
pra&ice. Who always Exercifethem- 
felves to keep a Cqnfcience void of Of- 
fence towards God and towards Man ? 
and therefore come to the Holy Com- 
munion as often as they have an oppor- 
tunity, for freflh fbpplies of Grace and 
Spiritual Strength. They (I fay) whp 
frame and fafhion their Lives after this 
jpiannejr, have no fuch neceffity of a 
general and thorough Examination. 
When they delign to approach the 
Lord's Table, tbey are chiefly concerned 
toconfider, \yhat mifcarrtages they have 
been guilty of, fiace their laft Receiv- 
ing: And having fincerely acknow- 
ledged and bewailed their great Un» 
worthinefs for them in particular, and 
for all their other Sins in general, with 
Joy and Reverence, and Godly Pear, to 
come and partake of the Supper of their 
Lord. 

3. When you have difcovcr'd, con? 
fefeM, and bcwail'd you* Siit$, bewarje 
that you do not harbour any hard 
Thoughts of God, but that you come 
to his Holy TaWe with a full Truft in 
his M$rcy : Far he breaks not the bruifed 
Reedy mr quemhtth the Jtttoakixg Flax. 
4 He 
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He blows upon the firft fparks of Sin- 
cerity, until they are flam'd into perfect 
Zeal: and Devotion. The Water that 
he gives, is a Well of Water fpringing 
up into everlafting Life; and he will not 
fail in his infinite Mercy to perfe& that 
which he hath fo gracioufly begun. Do 
not then (I lay) entertain narrow 
Thoughts of the Almighty, as though 
he delighted in the death of Sinners ; 
but remember on the Contrary, that 
God is Love, and that the Death and 
Sacrifice of his Son which you are go* 
ing to commemorate, will not fuffer 
him to deal feverely with thofe humble 
and contrite Spirits, who call upon him 
for Mercy. / 

3. Come to the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper with Faith, or with a full 
affurance, that (if you (hall not be 
wanting to your felves) your Refolut;i- 
ons will be effectual, your Sins fubdu'd, 
your Corruptions vanquifli'd, and your 
Spirits reftor'd to the iioerty of the Spn* 
of God. For what if your Sins have 
reign'd and domineered, and for many 
Years taken you Captive at their Will ? 
There is Strength enough in this My- 
ftery to repel their Force fpr the future, 

and 
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and to render you vi&orious. What if 
your evil Habits are ftrong, your Ap- 
petites violent and unruly, and fuch, 
as through the whole courfe of your 
Life, would never be refilled? Innu- 
merable others, as well as you, have 
been encompafs'd with the fame Dif- 
ficulties, and yet, through the Grace of 
God, have provM more than Conque- 
rors. Believe then, I fay, that after 
your humble and grateful Commemo- 
ration of the death of your Lord, you 
will foon Experiment the Power of his 
Refurre&ion : That Jie will likewife 
break your Captivity, and let you 
know to the Joy of your Hearts, that 
he, who is in you, is greater than he 
who is in the World. That his Wifdoin 
and Strength will interpofe to help 
your Weaknefs and Folly, and that he 
will arife, and gird his victorious Sword 
upon his Thigh, and make all yoiir Ene- 
mies to flee before him. 

4. Come to the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper with Reverence, with 
Humility, with the lowed Proft ration 
both of Body and Mind. Strabo tells us of 
fome Pagans, that they never offer'd any 
pf theFleflj, but only the Blood of theiy 

SacrU 
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Sacrifices to their Gods ; taking it for 

f ranted, that tfyeir imaginary Deities 
ad no manner of regard to thte Exter- 
nals of their Worflbip. And much of 
the fame perfuafion are fome People 
among us at this Day. They baniih 
the Worihip of the Body entirely out 
of our Churches, and think that to bow 
the Knee in our foleron Addreffes to the 
Throne of Grace, is Unskilfulnefs or 
Superftitiofl: As tho'the Purity of Re- 
ligion confided altogether in its Rufti- 
citiesaftd Indecencies : and a Man could 
tiever get far enough front Rome, troleft 
he renounced likewife all the commend* 
able Rules of Decency and Order. Bat 
fuch Perfons would do well to cpnfider, 
<hat in this they contradift the com- 
pioti Senfe of Mankind, the Di&dtcs 
of natural Reafon, and the Cttftoms of 
all civilised Nations iathe World. That 
they run counter to the Churches of 
God in the feveral Ages of Cbriftianity; 
All which have unanimoufly and con* 
ftantly inform'd us by thetf Do&rine 
and Pra&ice, that the Divine Majefty 
ought to be worfhipp'd with our Bodies 
as well as with our Minds, fifice he 
Made both, Redeemed both, and will 
at length Glorify both With bimfelf in 

Hta- 
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Heaven. That the Order and Disci- 
pline of the Catholick Church, into 
which we are admitted by Baptifm, 
oblige, not only to inward Peace, but 
alfo to an outward Decorum, and vifible 
Uniformity ; which , tho* confeffedly 
pne of the Miner a Legis, or leffer things 
of the Law, yet if it be voluntarily and 
prefumptuobfly negle&ed, will certain- 
ly commence a great and heinous Sin. 
A Sin being not always to be efteemld 
according to the value of the Duty omit- 
test, but from the Difobedicnce of the 
Hearty and from the Perverfe and Law- 
lefs determination of the Will in omit- 
ting it. That, laftly, they have no 
regard to the Exhortations and Ex- 
amples of the Saints both in the Old and 
New Tefiament y which loudly call upoti 
ysy not for the Adoration of our Souls 
only, but for our Bodily Worfliip alfo. 
come, * fays the Pfalmift, iLet us tvor- iP/95-6. 
fbif, and fall down, and kneel before the 
Lord our Maker : And again, We mil go 
info his Tabernacle, and fail Itm on our 
Kjeees before his Footrftool. k Daniel k*.6.v.io. 
kneePd upon his Knees three times a 
Day, and Prayed. 1 St; Stephen kneePd u* 760 
down, when, with his lift Breath, he 
interceded for his Murcherers. And 
* ;> « -■ < > -St. 
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St. Paul us'd the fame humble Pofture, 
when he took his leave pf the Afistick 
Bifhops at MUetus\ and afterwards of 
his Tyrian Friend on the Sea-ihore. 
He kneeled down and Prafd with them 
mJB. 20. a /t 9 m fays St. Luke, ^^And they all brought 
'• 2I * 5 ' ^ on our way y with Wives and Children, 
till we were out of the City : And we heeled 
down on the Shore, and Prayed. In fhort, 
our bieffed Saviour himfelf (whom cer- 
tainly they will not charge either with 
Unskilfuinefs or Superftition ) hath 
taught us by his own infallible Example 
to demean our felves after this manner 
in our devotional AddreflTes to our Hear 
yenly Father. He was withdrawn frtm 
them^fays the forecited Evangelifl:,'. 22. 
about a Stones cafi, and kneeled down dd 
Pray'd. Let us then, my Brethren, be 
always careful to glorifie God with our 
Bodies , as well as with our Spirits, 
with the reverential and becoming 
Geftures of the one, as well as with the 
humble and pious Difpofition of the 
other, fince (as St. FWmoft truly tells 
us) they are neither of them our own* 
but his. Let us, I fay, with all due 
proftration both of Body and Mind, a- 
dore the Bieffed Name of Jefus, by 

wjiich alone we -can t>e fay'*!* ^ D J 

which 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



Sermon Eighth.. 205 

which was given him by the Father to 
this very End and Purpofe, that at the 
Name of Jefu*, every Rjiee fbould 
bow of things in Heaven, and things 
on Earth, and things under the Earth. 
Let us more efpecially at his Holy Ta- 
ble, when we commemorate his infi- 
nite Love in dying for us, and have the 
Bteffed Inftruments and Pledges of the 
Divive Grace reach'd out to us by his 
Reprefentative, with a Prayer for our 
Eternal Happinefs upon the due recep- 
tion of them, behave our felves with 
Reverence and Godly Fear. Then let 
us worfhip, and fall down, and kneel 
before the Lord, our Redeemer, and if 
there be any thing viler than the Duft, 
or any place lower and bafer than the 
Earth, let our finful Bodies be proftrat- 
ed and lie there, 

5. Come to the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper in Love and Charity 
with all the World. This our great 
Matter explicitly commands in his Ser- 
mon upon the Mount. *If thou bring n m%% 
thy Gift to the Altar, fays he, and there 23 2 4 
remembreft that thy Brother hath ought a- 
gainfi thee- leave there thj Gift before the 
Altar, and go thy way } fir ft be reconciPd to 

thy 
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thy Brother , and then come and offer thj 
Gift. For the moft judicious Inter- 
preters agree, that by the Altar in this 
Place our Lord particularly means his 
Holy Table, which he, and after him 
fucceedingAges, call by that Name, not 
becaufe his natural Body and Blood are 
there really offer'd up by the Prieft, un- 
to the Father, as the Romjjb Do&ors 
would ha*ve us againft Sente, Reafon, 
Scripture, and Tradition to imagine; 
but becaufe we there offer up our Pray- 
ers, ourPraifes, our Alms, our broken 
and contrite Spirits, and our whole 
felves, Souls and Bodies, which in the 
o See Tf. ° Language of the Holy Ghoft are fre- 
I4I.3.P/: quently ftil'd Sacrifices. And indeed 
Si 4 !?' " iere is nothing more repugnant to 
is,i<s-?/ the harmonious and Welled Temper 
5>- »7°. of the Gofpel, than Malice and Re- 
%"' 121 - venge. They render us unfit for any 
zCt of Worfhip, and therefore we are 
commanded in our Prayers to lift up 
Holy Hands *%>&& apyZtx} &mXoytofi,£r t 
without Wrath and Difputings. They 
exclude us from all hopes of Pardon, 
and call for immediate Vengeance 
upon our Heads : For as often as we 
fay the Lord's Prayer, we appeal unto 
the Divine QmmTcience, thatwedefire 

the 
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flie Pardon of our Sins no other- 
wife, than as we remit the lefler In- 
juries of our Brethren to our felves. 
Forgive Hs our Treffajfes, as we forgive 
them that Trejfpafs again]} us. If we 
retain then in our Hearts the Seeds 
of Rancour and Malice againft any of 
our Brethren, we pronounce Sen- 
tence againft our felves, we change 
our Prayers into Imprecations, and 
inftead of the great Bleflings of Par- 
don and Pegce, we confign our felves 
over to the tremendous Effefts of 
Almighty and Everlafting Venge- 
ance. N*y> They are the vifible, 
diftinguifhing Badge of the Prince 
of Darknefs •, the Livery of him, 
who by their inftigation firft brought 
Calumnies and Lies, and then Sin 
and Death into the World, vFor in p^.jjo, 
this (fay 5 St. John J the Children of God l ^ 
are manifefi^ and the Children of the 
Devil: Whofoever doth not Righteoufl 
nefs y is not of God, neither he that 
lovetk not his Brother. And whofoe- 
ver hateth his Brother is a Murder- 
er; and fuch (Ihave juft now remind. 
ed you) is the Devil from the begin- 
ning. If you defire then to approve 
your felves the Eleft of (Sod, Holy 

and 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



3o8 Sermon Eighth. 

and Beloved, Worthy and Accepta- 
ble Guefts at the Lord's Table, you 
muft not think to recommend your 
fclves by the artificial Tricks of Hy- 
pocrifie and Diffimulation , but en- 
tirely deveft your felves of this 
Hellifh Clothing , and lay afide all 
Malice, and all Guile, and Hypo. 
crifies, and Envies, and all Evii- 
fpeakings, Forbearing one another', 
and Forgiving one another, (if any 
of you have a Quarrel againft ano- 
ther) even a* God for Chrift's fake 
hath forgiven vou. Laftly, We muft 
evidence the nncerity of our Love, 
not only by Forgiving, but by Giv- 
ing too. We muft remember the 
Hardfhips, Streights, and Dilficui- 
ties of the Poor and Indigent, and 
according to our Abilities , relieve 
and affift them, it being infinitely 
unreafonable that we fhould fhutup 
our Bowels of Compaffion from our 
Brethren, when all the Treafuresof 
the Divine Goodnefs are opened to 
us, efpecially fince our Gracious Lord 
Ecel.ii haspromis'd, <kThat ifwecaft ourBr*** 
' upon thefe Waters, m Jball rnojl certainlf 
find it after many Days. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 






Serrnon Eighth. 209 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoft, three Perfons and 
one moji Glorious and Gracious herd God, 
be afcriVd (as is mofi due) all Honour, 
Glory, Power, Might, Majefij, Dominion, 
and Thankfgiving for evermore. 



SER* 
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EPHES. 4. 8. 

When he afcended uf on high^ he led 
Captivity Captive, and gave Gifts 
unto Men. 

XHE whole Race of the Sun of Righ- 
teoufnefs,was nothing elfe but one 
►us difplay of his infinite Mercy and 
Power. He arofe in fueh Majefty up- 
on our Horizon, as not only command- 
ed the Doxologies of the Angels, the 
Adoration of the Etftern Magi, and the 
Proftration of the a Idols of Egypt \*fu.E*f. 
but fo amaz'd likewife, fo affrighted devemmfi 
the Prince of Darknefs, that this Bea ft f^;^ 
of Prey immediately got him away, ^rfca*/:* 
and hid himfelf clofe in his Den. The Jj£ *jj 
inoft famous Oracles in the World wcre^y^L- 
accordingly doom'd to filence: The^#- **• 
Devil either not replying at all to theJ E ;* ;r ** 
P 2 earn- 
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earned: Addrefles and moft. intenfe 
and vehement Applications of his ad- 
miring Votaries: or plainhr 
IMKTigS backnowlcdgmg, that the 
vwopUt.EtEufib. bright Glory or his Oracles 
^P r *p* r - e v - lib ' 5- was entring into an everlaft- 
caf% l * ing Eclipfe, becaufe it 'AiwroAi, 

the Day-fpring, the Man, whofe Name 
*zacb.6. is the c £4/?, the Origen and Fountain 
l2 « of all Light and Glory appeared to him 
with infupportabk Splendor from on 
High, and vifited the World. There is 
dvii.suu.z Hebrew Child, d fays he, to the im- 

2*S"2P° rtuIiate Roman Emperor, who, tho* 
synopf. veilM under the Infirmities of Humane 
*#"• Nature, is King of the Bieffed Gods, 
that commands me to leave thefe 
Dwellings, and to return to Hell. He 
afterwards moft (hamefully foil'd tbis 
roaring Lyon in his moft vigorous En* 
counters in the \ftfild,ernefe, u P on *h« 
high Mountain, upon the. pinacle of 
^ the Temple, and wherever elfe he 
prefum'd to grapple with the Lamb of 
God. Nay, he hunted him like a Par- 
tridge upon the tops of the Mountains, 
drove him with ineffable Shame and 
Contempt out of the Bodies he had 
poffefs'd, frequently compelling him to 
roar out, even at adiftance, and witl* 

trem- 
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trembling and confufion of Face to 
confefs before the World, that he had 
rifled him of all his Armour, and ren- 
der ? d him, with all his Legions, Im- 
potent and Feeble, as Weaknefs it felf, 
being his Tormentor, Deftroyer and 
Judge, the Holy One of God : Nay, 
more, his very Death, whereby his 
Enemy thought to have quelPd him, 
-was no mean part of his Viftory and 
Triumph; c For by Death, fays the Apo*c^^. 2 , 
ftle, he deftrofd him who had the Power *4« 
of Death, that is, the Devil: And the 
? Devils themfeives atteftedas much by fpiutanb, x 
their Lamentations and Houlings, when'* *M> 
they were affurM of it by the Mouth of oraCm 
an Egyptian Ship-Mafter. 

And as he thus perpetually difplayM 
his Power, fodidhe (1%) theRicnes 
of his Mercy too. He not only led Cap- 
tivity Captive, but alfo gave Gifts unto 
Men. He made the lame Man to leap as 
an Hart, and the Ttngue of the Dumb 
ta'Si&g. He loofwi'd the bands of 
Dedth, deliver d fome of thofe who were 
under its Captivity, and brought them back 
in petfeft Health and Stund fiefs into the 
jojous Embracer cf their Friends and Re- 
lathus.' Me cur*d the Sick, cleansed the 

? } Lep*rs^ * 
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Lepers, opened the Eyes of the Blind, and 
preach' d the glad Ty dings of the Go/pel to 
the Poor. In a word, he went about doing 
good, and healing all manner of Sicknefs 9 
all manner of Dtfeafes among the people, jo 
that thej could not but gratefully acknop- 
ledge that he had done all things well, and 
glorify the God of Ifrael. And yet v as 
tho* thefe things were little and incon- 
fiderable, the Holy Ghoft feems to 
overlook thfera all ; affirming only in 
the.Text, that then he triumphed glo- 
rioufly, and fcatter'd his victorious Do- 
natives among the Children of Men, 
when he left the World, and returned 
unto the Father ; When he afcended up 
on high, fays he, he led Captivity Captive, 
and gave Gifts unto Men. 

In handling therefore thefe Woads, 
I ffeall make it my Bufmefs to flbew 
why our Lord is thus particularly fakt 
to have led Captivity Captive, and to 
have given Gifts unto Men, when he 
fifcended itp en high, and not before. And 
I conceive it to be 

I. Becaufe he then was fully inveft^ 
pd with his Royal p^gnity, apdiiioft 
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iblemnly entred ypon the poffeffion 
of his Kingdom.. 

Hi Becaufe tho' he vanquifh'd and 
fpoiPd his Enemies at his Death and 
Refurre&ion, yet he did not make 
a fhew of them openly till his Afcen- 
lion. 

1. Our Lord is particularly faid to 
have led Captivity Captive, and to have 
given Gifts Unto Men, when he afiended 
up on high) becaufe he then was fully 
inverted with his Royal Dignity, and 
indft folemnly entfed upon the Poffef- 
fion of his Kingdom. Chrift indeed 
{as the Angels from Heaven, $od the , 
Wife-Men from the Eaft inform us) 
was horn a Lor cL a King, artfl a Savi- 
our, g Where, lay the latter to &fr % yu%.%.% 
Citizens of Jerufajemt is he, that ir barn 
'.$*&*/, the'Jetps? and the former to the 
Shepherds, h Vnto jou k Born thk £Xy,hi«te3t 
in the City of Dtvid, a S*yiour, which is 1I# 
s Chri(t the Lord* But tho* theft. glori- 
ous Titles were afcribM to him from 
his Birthi yet they were not madegpod 
in thpir full Latitude and Extent till 
after his Death- He was declared as 
fooa as Born by Proclamation, but till 

¥4 k? 
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he had vanquiih'd liis Enemies, Sin; 
Death and Hell, he had no fplendid 
Coronation. Glory and great Wor- 
ifljio . was laid upon hifn, when but an 
Intent, but his highcft Advancement 
and greateft Honour was referv'd till 
after his Paflion , Refurreftiqn ?nd 
Afcenfion. Then at laft did he (land 
forth array'd in all the Glories df an ak 
folute Conqueror, was the Plague and 
the Deftru&ion of Death and the 
Grave, \>up a Crown of Glory and a 
Diadem olf Beauty to. all his Saints. 
Then was he inverted with the Autho- 
rity and Power of an Univerlal Lord; 
with a Kingdom that ruleth over things 
in Heaven, and things in Earth, and 
things wider the Earth. Then di<i he 
receive Power, and Riches, and Wif- 
don}* an4 Strength* and Honour, and 
•>*«%** bitetJh, Glory, and Bleffing. ;Unnu- 
H^u^Xt. merable^ Troops of glprioip 
£»'*§» ft pfld, <r«(A- Angels in. Heavenly Pomp 

Tuf i^jriSt a ™ °r der attended him in 
litTi. tq. 13, viJi his Triuiripl},' Precedentet & 

hVejtfe. CM/KM fome of theni went before, 

£j. q, PfZ*-~ and others, foflow'd after nim 

with Ho/ama's In * their 

■ ; *.■■■'■ Mouths, 
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JMquths , and with all -the ravifliing 
and harmonious Accents of the Voice 
of Melody* "A&ife Wa«* 01 *Ap%p^& 
~vpi&v. \ Lift up your Gates,' (fay they) * Pf. 24. 
6 ye Princes ^ and be ye lift up, ye evertafi- 
ing doofs^ and the Kjng of Glory ftratt 
come in. The Princes ©r , Arch- A ngels 
in Heaven, ckfirous to hear the charm- 
ins Call again, (tng By Way Queftiori,* ' 
Who is thu Kjng of Glory? That (re- 
ply the firft AngelsJ yoa may know by 
the Prilbners he leads (^aptive. The 
Lord firong and fnighty , even (he Lord 
mighty in Battel, he is the K?#g 
of Glory. Therefore lift up your Gates, 
ye Princes, and be ye lift up, ye everlaffing 
Doors, and the Kjng of Glory fbaS come 
in. The Arch-Angels iij Heaven, not 
yet fapisfyM with ~thefe ravifhinjg 
Strains, ; detnand again, What Lord is 
it that is fo mighty ? Who, i* this Kjng 
of Glory? The Heavenly Guard an- 
iwer again, The Lord of Hop (the God 
of all tne Armies both in Heaven and 
Earth) he^is the Kjng of Glory. Then 
the Heavenly Gates being lifted up, and 
the Almighty Conqueror ehtring in, 
the brighteft Orders of Seraphim and 
Cherubim laid their Crowns at iris 
Feet: And all Thrones, Dominions, 
i ^ : Prin. 
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Principalities, ancj. Powers in Heaven, 
togetherwith their beauteous£ompanies 
ofinferiour AqgelsacknowIedgMhim to 
be their Lprd, Then were all reople,Na- 
tions, and Kingdoms of {heEarth com- 
manded to obey him ; yea, evert Kjtee ef 
things in Heaven, and things in Earth, and 
things under the Earth, to bow before him. 
n i^,3, Cbrifi is gone into Heaven, m fays St. Peter, 
2*1 22. tnj, is & the right Hand of God, Angels and 
Authorities, and Powers being madffubjeft 
unto him. And St Paul, God raised him 
from the Dead, and fet him at his own 
Right Hand in the Heavenly Places, far 
above all Principalities, and Powers, 
and Might apd Dominion, and every 
Name that \s nam'd h not only in 
this World, but alfo in 'that which is 
to come, and hath put all things under 
his Feet, and given him to be Head 
over all things to the Church. And the 
pc^T * n ^ophet Daniel, 1 fan in the Night Vu 
n> w fions, and behold, one like the Son of Man 
came with the Clouds of Heaven, and cam 
to the Ancienf of Days, and the) brought 
him near before him. And there was gi- 
ven him Dominion, and Glory, and a Kj*g m 
dom, that all People, Nations and ,£**- 
guagesfhouldfervehim. ' 

I 
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I am not infenflble, that becaufe this 
Son of Man (by whom all Commen- 
tators, except Grotiw, understand our 
Lord) is faid to come with the Clouds 
of Heaven ; fome Learned Expositors 
are of Opinion, that this Vifion relates 
not to our Lord's AfcenGon, but to his 
coming to Judgment, of which °St. 0^.1.7 
John faith, Behold, he comeih with Clouds. 
But the difficulties that attend this In- 
terpretation, induce me to be of ano- 
ther Mind, For (as a Learned p Author pzv.Gre- 
obferves) our Lord is here faid to comes '?™** 
to the Ancient of Days, and to be^^ w 
brought near before him : Whereas ati>. 185. * 
the Pay of Judgment he will be fent 
down frbro the Ancient of pays, for 
he is already with him. 'Tis here faid, 
Tbert was give& him Dominion, , and Glo- 
ry, mi aKjngdom: But that's already 
done, and long before the Day of Judg- 
ment. Tis here faid, That all People, 4 
Nations [and Languages Jbouldfervehim : 
But that Service here on Earth, which 
(I conceive) this Text intends, at the 
pay of Judgment, will be oven Nay, 
th6 circumftances of this Vifion, as they 
lire related by the Prophets, are fo very 
agreeable to the circumftances of our 
JjordY Afrenfipn, as the Evangejifts 

hatfe 
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havedtefcfib'd them, that they/eernto 
put our Interpretations of it beyond 
all doubt. The Prophet faith, One /ike 
the Son of Man came to the Ancient of Dajs, 
i.e. to God the Father: And ia the 
fobni6^ Evangelift, when oufrkord was near 
i. to his Afcetafion, he faid, I leave the 
World, ^ and go to the father. The Pro- 
phet faith, He came with the Clouds of 
Heaven; accordingly to at our Lord's 
t A& 1.9. Afcenfion, the r Evangelift faith, A 
Cloud received him. ThS Prophet faith, 
They brought him near before him. But 
who were they that did fo? 'Tis an- 
fwerM, The Angels that were about him ; 
Mff.1.10. accordingly the r Evangelift tells us, 
That when our Lord afcended, the 
Angels attended him, and, no doubt, 
waited upon him into his Father's more 
' immediate Prefence. The Prophet faith, 
There mas given him Dominion, and Glory, 
t Mm., as *nd a KJngdom ; accordingly, our t Lord 
*8- immediately before his Afcenfion, AS 
Power is given unto me, bothinHeaven and 
Earth: And irtitnediateljr after his 
* Mark 16. Afcenfion, the u Evangelift tells us, 
** He fat down at the Right Hand of God, 
which is an Expreffion of the higheft 
Glory. Thefe Corifiderations (1 fay) 
oblige me to believe thatthis Vifion of 
"^ * • the 
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the Prophet refers not to bur Lord's 
coming to Judgment, but to his Afcen- 
.fion, when he is particularly faid to 
have lei Captivity Captive, and to have ; 
given Gifts unto Men, becaufe then (as 
you have feen) he was fully invefted 
with his Royal Dignity, and frioft fo- 
lemnly entred upon the Pofleflion of his 
Kingaom. 

2. Our Lord is particularly faid to 
h*ve led Captivity Captive, and to have 
given Gifts unto Men, when he afcended up 
on high, becaufe tho' he vanquilh'd and 
fpoiPd his Enemies at his Death and 
Refurre&ion, yet he did not make a 
ihew of them openly till his Afcenfion. 
Then efpecially did he travel before Men 
and Angels in the greatnefs of his 
Strength, and moft giorioufly trample 
upon the Principalities and Powers of 
the Kingdom of Darknefs. Then did 
he drag them (hackled and unarmed at 
the Wheels of his Triumphant Chariot, 
hail their Captive Legions with Shouts 
and Acclamations to the Gates of Hea- 
ven, andthenee caft them down afe- 
cond time into the loweft Abyfs of Ig- , 
nomy and Contempt. This the primi- 
tive Heroes and firft Champions of the 

Faith 
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Faith made publickly difcernable to all 
* j*? **<? the World. For how (* as I have dif- 
^fly^/coursM at large in another placed did 
irovidencehe arm them with an abfolute andun- 
vindicatei controolable Power over thefe unclean 
mi&n- spirits? They had for many Ages u- 
furp'd his Dominions, and imperioufly 
fway'd mod of the Nations of the 
Earth ; yet, no foancr did thefe Men 
difplay the Triumphant Banners of 
their exalted Saviour, but they were 
difpoflefsM of their ftrong Holds,thrown 
out of their Fortrefles, andconftrain'dto 
leave the Temples, wherein they had fo 
long dwelt. Nay, he vouchfaPd this 
Honour not only to the Learned and 
yLib. 7. Experienced, but alfo (asjOrige* tells 
c ™ rACcU Celfus) to the meaneftof his Difciples: 
uiuclt The very Babes in Chrift triumph'd and 
«*• infuited over thefe Hell*Hounds,where- 
ever they met them, in the Name of 
their Mafter they forc'd them out of 
their Lodgings, and compelled them 
even in the prefence of their greateft 
Worlhippers and moft bigotted Ador- 
*/» triers, to confefs plainly what they were. 
tu at De~Ofi audire eas veUes* & videre, lays' St. 

iLtiffxlntyl"*™ 10 ^ ftubborii and prejudice 

- Proconfui of Africa, VideUs fab m*** 

noftra ft are vinftos, & tremere Captives, 

dues 
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q*os tu fiifficii & vexeraru ut Dominos, 
i. e. i O that thou woidd'ft be perfwad- 
4 ed to confult thine own Senfes, and 
'to hear and fee thjem thine own felf 
1 Thou fhalt behohj them to frand un- 
4 der our Hands bbund and, trembling 
* like Gaptive Slaves, whom thou ho- 
' noureft and adoreft as thy Lords and 
'Makers. And *Min. Fvlix appeals */****• 
to the Heathens tbemfelves for the 
Truth of thefe things. He tells them, 
that their own Eyes had feen their 
greateft Gods caft out of the Bodies 
they had pofTefcM, by the ordinary 
Chriftiam: That their own Ears had 
heard the feme Gods confefs that they 
were no . Gods ; no, not fo much as 
good Spirits, but Devils, wicked apo- 
ftate Angels, who made it their bufi- 
nefs to abufe the World, and to enfnare 
as great a part of Mankind as* they 
could, into Ruin and Perdition. Ju- 
fin^M. TrdneuSy Laftsmtitis, and £*/*£'- 
** moft juftly, as well as triumphantly, 
enlarge upon the feme Point, which is 
acknowledge by that acute Philofopher 
and implacable Enemy to Chriftianity, 
b Porpbjry himfelf ; for, difcourfing of b vil eu- 
*hat Plague which furioufly rag*d at Meffd» d* 
fi** in Sictlj, where he dwelt, he is£ft fj, 

forcM */ 
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forcM to own, that therefore ALfcuU^ 
pirn could lend them no Affiftance, be- 
cauffc Jefus was Worfhipp'd in the 
World- How (lid he likewife give to 
thefe Babes and Sicklings a Mouth and 
Wiifdom, which none of their Adver- 
faries was able to , gain-fay ? Tho > they 
openly declared to all the World, that 

d 1 Cor. 4. th6y came not *oc ir&Soii dvSrp&vmm <ro- 

* <p!*A?i6y)K y with the Artifice bi enticing 

Words, the exquifite and elaborate 
Schemes of fecular Wifdom, the proba- 
ble and perfuafive Infinuatiohs of Hu- 
mane Eloquence, but in Simplicity and 
Godly Sincerity to call them off from 
the Idolatrous Rites and Cuftoms of 
their Fore-fathers to ferve the Living 
God ; yet where-ever they came they 
triumph'd over the Prejudices of 
Mens Minds, grappled fuccefsfully with 
the ftubbornnefs of the Jew, and baf- 
fled the fine Notions and Speculations 
of the Greek. So that not only the il- 
literate, mean, utiskilful, vulgar Me- 
ei»-67.faD»fc*-chanicks, Women and Chil- 
766. f Ep. lift. ia Ef+ dren (as their Enemies moft 



ik u J%l£2t2. *"»y ™ d , malicioufly obje^d) 
5. iBce.Hft. m. 5. but alfo (as « Dm* cvtfuw, f Plt- 

^ertul- 

cws af- 

fures 
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allures us) Perfons moft confiderable 
for their Learning and Quality ; Con* 
fuls, Senators, Prefidents of Provinces, 
Orators , Criticks , Lawyers , Phy- 
ficians, and Philofophers of all Seas 
daily came over, and lifted themfelves 
by Troops under the Captain of our 
Salvation. In a word, he fent forth 
his moft Holy Spirit, and renew'd the 
Face of the Earth. He, like the anci- 
ent Conquerors, to plentifully fcattered 
his Largefles among the People, and 
fo enrich'd his Spoule, the Church, with 
his manifold Gifts and Graces, i giving iiCor.it 
to fomethe word of Wifdom, toothers 
the word of Knowledge, to others 
Faith, to others the gift of Healing, to 
others the working of Miracles, to 
others Prophefie, to others difcerning 
of Spirits, to others divers kinds of 
Tongues, toothers the interpretation 
of Tongues, that the Gentiles imme- 
diately came to her Light, and all the 
Nations of the World to rejoice in the 
Brightnefs of her rifing. Hefterni jumm r 
lays m one of the fore-cited Authors tom Terml* 
the Roman Governors, & ttejtra omnia ^ q7 ' 
implevimusy Vrbes, InftUdSj Caftella, Mu- 
nicifUy Conciliabula, Cajira ipfk y Tribute 
Decuriat) Pal*tium f Sen*tum> torum y i. e< 
Q> We 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



i a 6 Sermon Eighth. 



i We arc but of yefterdays (landing, 
4 and yet we have nlPd all Places among 
' you, your Cities, your Iflands, your 

* Caftles , your Corporations , your 

* Councils, your very Camps, your 
€ Tribes, your Companies, the Palace, 
€ the Senate, and your Courts of Ju- 

nDcoinft.' ft* ce * And * LAft&ntiuS) Ab ortu fobs 

Ji*.$.f.i3. ufque ad occafum. Lex DivtM fufeepu eft, 

CT omnti Sexus y omms *tas 9 & gens y & 

Regia unit is ac fqribn* animU Deojerviunt. 

c From the rifing up of the Sun,to the go- 

* ingdown of the fame, the Divine Law 

* is receiv'd,and everySex,every Age,and 
4 Nation, and Country, with one Mind 
' and one Soul, bows down and ferves 
' our God. And thus was fulfilled that 
Prophefy of the Pfalmift in his Song of 
Loves, o The Virgins that be her Fel- 
ony". 45- tows ihall bear her Company, andfhall 

enter into the King's Palace. OLord 
our Governour then, how excellent is 
thy Name in all the World, thou that 
haft fet thy Glory above the Heavens! 
How excellent is thy Name , when 
Kings lay their Crowns at thy Feet, 
Queens are thine Hand-maids, and wafh 
the Feet of thy Servants, and all the 
Virgins love thee ! They come to thee 
from far, from the uttermoft parts of 

the 
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the Earth,and flock like theDoves to the 
Windows. They remember thy Name 
from one Generation to another, and 
give Thanks unto thee World without 
end. 

And indeed (now briefly to infer) 
how can we all bUc follow our amend- 
ing Lord with Shouts and Acclamations, 
with Songs and Allelujahs? With his 
own Right Hand, and with his Holy 
Arm hath he gotten to himfelf this Vi- 
ctory. We (like Lot in the 14th of 
Gemfts) were Prifoners of War, taken 
Captive by our Enemies, and held by 
them in Subje&ion. But he (like Abra- 
ham) fell upon the Vi&ors, fmotethem, 
and overcame them; refcuM the Pri- 
foners out of their Hands, took their 
Captivity Captive, and brought us back, 
not (as we defer ved) in Chains and 
Fetters, nor to another ftate of Bon- 
dage and Slavery, but with infinite 
Tendernefs and Compaflion into the 
glorious Liberty of the Sons of God •, 
caufing the Light of his glorious Gof- 
pei to fliine throughout the World, and 
to guide our Feet into the way of Peace. 
But fince he has done thefe wonderful 
things for us,how can we (I fay)but fend 
Q^ 2 * up 
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up after him the daily Sacrifices of our 
mod joyful Thankfgivings ? The Roy- 
al Pf&lmift, to encourage our gratitude, 
becomes our Precentor, he puts his tri- 
umphant Songs into our Mouth, and 
goes before us in the moil elegant 
p p/- 47. Strains of Devotion and Fancy. 4 p God 

* (fays he)is gone up with a merry Noife, 
4 and the Lord with the found of the 

* Trumpet, O then fing Praifes, fing 
4 Praifes, fing Praifes unto our God : O 

* fing Praifes,fing Praifes unto our King. 
4 For God is the King of ail the Earth ; 
4 Sing ye Praifes with Underftanding, 
4 God reigneth over the Heathen ; God 
4 fitteth upon his Holy Seat. The Prin- 
4 ces of the People are joinM unto the 
1 People of the God of Abraham, q And 

* rfi **• j n another place, 4 Thou art gone upon* 
4 high, thou halt led Captivity Captive, 
4 and received Gifts for Men ; yea, even 
1 for thine Enemies, that the Lord God 
4 might dwell among them Praifed 
4 (therefore) be the Lord daily : Even 
4 the God who helpeth us, and poureth 
4 his Benefits upon us. He is our God, 
4 even the God, of whom cometh Sal- 
4 vation : God is the Lord, by whom we 
4 efcape Death, 

2. Since 
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2. Since our Lord is a (tended up on 
high,iince he has led Captivity Captive, 
and gives his Gifts unto Men, we have 
all imaginable Reafon not to be trou- 
bled, or afraid, but in all the moft dif- 
ficult Circumftances of our Lives un- 
feignedly to rejoice. For are we in 
danger of our Enemies? Alas! what 
Enemies can hurt us, when we have fo 
gracious and mighty aProte&or? He 
whp rode upon the Clouds to Heaven, 
is our help and refuge; andean (if he 
fees it neceflary, or for his own Glory, 
and our good) rain down Fire and 
Bripiftone upon the Heads of all that 
hate qs. Do our manifold Sins and 
Wickedneffes affright and terrify us ? 
We have now an Interceflbr at the right 
Hand of the Father, an Advocate even 
in his Bofom, Jefus Chrift the Righte- 
ous, and he is the Propitiation for our 
Sins. He continually pref^nts to his 
Father the merit of his Death and Paf- 
fion, fliews him the print of the Thorns 
in his Sacred Head, his Hands and Feet 
borM through with Nai ! s, and his Sides 
piere'd with the Spear, and thereby pa- 
cifies his Wrath, and reconciles him tp 
repenting Sinners. Are we deftitute of 
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Neceffaries to fuftain our Lives ? as long 
as he fees fit to continue us in this State, 
he will not fail, in his due time, to fend 
down a gracious Rain upon his Inhe- 
ritance, and to refrefh it, when it is 
weary. The Lord is my Shepherd, may 
every faithful Chriftian fay, therefore 
can I lack nothing: He will feed me in 
the green Paftures, and daily lead me 
forth by the Waters of Comfort. Laft- 
ly, do we ftand in need of fuch Graces 
as are requifite for our Chriftian Cal* 
ling ? Out of his fulnefs (if we ask of 
him in Faith) fhail we all receive, and 
Grace for Grace, %<*>&v Irk *£*e/T©*. 
Grace enough of his mere Bounty to 
prepare our Souls for Heaven, and to 
render them acceptable to himfelf and 
to his Holy Father at their coming thi- 
ther. 

3. Is our Lord afcendedup into th$ 
higheft Heaven, and there reigns over 
the bright Companies of his Saints and 
Angels in Majefty and Glory? Let us 
then feek thofe things that are above, 
where Chrift thus fits at the right Hand 
of God. Let us fet our Affe&ions on 
things above, not on things on the 
Earth. We are Pilgrims and Strangers 
; f 8 * here 
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here, as all our Fathers were. We be- 
long to another Country, are Citizens 
of Heaven, Fellow-Citizens with the 
Saints, and of the Houfliold of God. 
God (fays r St. Paul) hath quick ned us to- **&*** 
gethtr with Chrifi^ and hath raised us up 
together, and made us fit together in Hea- 
venly Places in Chrifi Jefu*. We (it in 
the Heavenly Manfions already (you 
fee) in Chrift our Head, and we (hall 
hereafter, in our own Perfons, be feat- 
cd by him there, when he (hall be glo- 
rify'd in all his Saints, f I go (fays he *$ohn 14. 
to his difconfoiate Difciples) to prepare 3 - 
a place for you, and will come again, and 
receive you unto my filf y that where I am, 
there ye may be alfo. Let us then (I fay) 
elevate our Thoughts above the trifling, 
infignificant Concerns of this World, 
and by Pious Meditations and Holy Af- 
fe&ions, afcend and dwell with our tri- 
umphing Saviour. Let our Conven- 
tion be in Heaven, always fuch, as 
becomes the Difciples of the Holy and 
Immortal Jefus, the Sons of the Living 
Gpd, and the Heirs of his everlafting 
Kingdom. Let us make our Garments 
white and clean, cieanfe our (elves from 
all the filthinefs of Fleih and Spirit, and 
perfett Hoiinefs in the fear of God, that 
P 4 at 
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t7&.2i3> at the glorious Appearance t« ^^^ 

0gt? 3 2«fSp©- tyt£v Inert* Xp/^S, of Our 

great God and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
when he (hall fulfil his Blefled Promife, 
and come again to receive his faithful 
Followers unto himfelf, we may not 
fall fhort of our Expe&ation and Hope, 
but be exalted by him unto the fame 
place, whither he now is gone before, 
there to reign with him, World with- 
out end, in Happineft and Glory. Am** 
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ACTS a6. 20, 
Repent and turn to God, 

^TTHoever attentively confidersthe 
Vy Dignity and Excellency of Hu- 
man Nature , what noble and enlarged 
Enjoyments 'tis capable of in this Life, 
and what Seraphick Joys and Enter- 
tainments expeft it in the next : How 
jnonftrous and unnatural a thing Vice 
is, and withal, how amiable and charm- 
ing the Beauty of Holinefs : How emp- 
ty and unfatisfying all the Pleafuresand 
Profits of this World are, and that no- 
thing is able to terminate the boundlefs 
Afpirations of our immortal Spirits, 
but the adequate and commenfurate 
Happinefs of the next ; muft needs 
wonder,what ftrange Philtrum orLove- 
Potion the generality of Mankind have 

1m* 
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imbib'd, who, forgetful of them/elves, 
forgetful of their God, prepofteroufly 
court the Embraces of theft moft un- 
worthy and difproportionate Obje&s. 
The a&ive and reftlefs Soul is always 
in the purfuit after Happinefs , and 
whenever fhe attempts to ftop and bot- 
tom upon any of thefe prefent Enter- 
tainments, fhe finds her Expe&ations 
ftill fruftrated and difappointed. Tho' 
fhe ranfacks all the Treafuries of Na- 
ture, and fucks the moft delicious Sweet- 
nefs out of every the fineft Flower in 
this Garden of God ; yet fo diipropor- 
tionate is it all to the cwnprehenfiooof 
her Defires, that, even in the midft of 
Fruition, her Hands are empty and (he 
finds nothing. And yet fuch is thedc- 
ceitfulnefs of Sin, fo tenacious and en- 
chanting its Baits and Allurements; 
that, inftead of feeking his Face, which 
would fatisfie and terminate all her De- 
fires, the enflavM Soul (notwithftand- 
ing all her difappointments) perfifts ifl 
her courtftip of this treacherous Si. 
rene, fuffers her felf to be conti- 
nually rolPd up and down by her pon- 
derous Wkkednefs from one Vanity, 
one Cloud, one difTattsfying Objeft to 
another , never confidering that the 

lower 
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lower {he finks into Matter, the farther 
jfhe is from Happinefs : True Reft and 
Peace being only there to be found, 
where the throughly awaken'd and en- 
larged Spirit has withdrawn her Affe- 
ctions from fenfible Obje&s, . and lives 
in thefweet enjoyment of herGpd. 

The fubftantial and eternal Wifdom 
mov'd with Pity and Companion at this 
unhappy aud degenerate ftate of th§ 
•Soul, and grievM to fee fo excellent a 
Being unaccountably fpending its pre* 
cious Hours, like the thoughtlefs Roman 
Ernperor, in killing Flies, or catching 
at Toys and Trifles, gracioufly endea* 
yours by all the various methods of ever* 
lafting Love to awaken her into a Senfe 
of her Vilenefs and Degeneracy. * How o 
4 long, fays he, yefimple ones, will ye ° Pw * *• 

* love fimplicity, and the Scorners cfe- 

* light in their Scorning, and Fools hate 
' Knowledge ? How long will ye give 

* yourMoney for that which is notBread, 

* tor that wnich fatisfieth not ? Turn ye 
< at my reproof: Behold, I will pour out 
4 my Spirit untq you, I will make kqown 

* my Words unto you. He call? her 
from thofe Citterns fhe hath hewn out 
Uflto l)er felf J thofe broken Citterns 

" that 
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that can hold no Water to the Foun- 
tain of Living Waters, thofe Wells of 
Salvation, whereof if a Man drink, he 
fliall thirft no more. He warns her not 
to build her Happinefs upon thefe faq- 
dy Foundations, but to look unto the 
Rock whence me was hewn. That 
there at laft (he may dwell fafely, and 
be refrefti'd in a multitude of Peace. 
In a Word, that there is no other way 
to Reft and Happinefs, but by Repen- 
tance and Converfion unto God, Re. 
fenty fays he, and turn to God. 

The Words are Synonymous, or of 
the fame fignification ; Repentance (as 
* fjg.107 the Learned x Mede defines it) being a 
Converfion, or turning of the whole 
Heart from Sin and Satan unto God. 
In which Definition, you fee, ar$ three 
Things obfervable. 

I. An averfion or turning away, 

II. A converfion or turning unto. 
An averfion or turning away from 
Sin and Satan, then a converfion or 
turning unto God by newnefs of Life. 

III. The 
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IIL Themeafuresof thisConver- 
fion, which are abfblute, entire, and 
univerfal. 'Tis the Converfion of the 
whole Heart. 

1. Repentance includes our Averfion 
or turning away from Sin : Andindeed 
good reafon it fhould ; for ala fs ! What is 
Sin in its proper fhape ? The body of 
Iniquity diverted of its Paint and Co- 
lours ? 'Tis the habitude or relation of 
the Will to the worft of Objetts; to 
that which is diametrically oppofite and 
repugnant to the eflential Purity and 
Holinefs of the beft Being, which is 
God. 'Tis the excefs or extremity of 
the fouieft Ingratitude, violating the 
Commands, and trampling upon the 
Authority of that awful Excellence, to 
which we owe our Life, our Motion, 
and our veryBeing.'Tis that thick Cloud 
which feparates between the Soul and 
her God ; that great Gulf which Jiin- 
ders our paffage into Abraham's Bofom, 
and for ever excludes us from the Con- ' 
fblations and Refrelhments of the Cce- 
leftial Paradice. M*is the Difeafe and 
Deformity, thofe Stains and Blemifhes 
of the Soul, which render it far more 

Loath- 
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Loathfome and Abominable in the fight 
of God and his Holy Angels, than the 
filthy and noifom Stench of a putrifyjng 
Carcafe can be to thfe moft exquifite 
and delicate Senfes of the niceft Mor- 
tal: 'Tis the very Death of the Soul 
even in this Life. G*w7©- Atytim *Ws, 
atftflt $ cip*uz. The Death of a rational 
y/fc M. Effence, fays y Hierocle$> is the lofs or 
cam.pag, fuppreflion of her Divine and In telle- 
*££* &m\ Excellencies, Irreligioti and Folly. 
And to this agree noe only the Schools 
of Pjtkdgoras and Xjho, and the Jetrijb 
and Awi*n Kfotion, but aifb the Holy 
« 1 Tm. c. Scriptures themfel vds. a "XSfe* $ awttTa* 
5. v.6. Awa*, %£ m ifov*n'je> feys St. Pdul^ the 
luxurious dnd Wanton Widow is dead, 
bi^m.8^. Whilft flie Jiveth ; and again, b $&v*i& 
cttpkos &dval&> to be addicted onijf to 
the Pleasures and Entertainments of 
Sen ft. arid to relifh nothing but the 
Careffes and Endearments of the Flefh 
is to lie in a ftare of Oblivion and Death ; 
•Mr**. 8. and our cLofd himfelf to a covetous 
22# and luke-warm Difciple, Let tht Desd 
bitty the D*<u/,i»e.Let them whfrare dead 
in Sin, bury thofe who are dead for Sin. 
J. 1 !?* Artd therefore, fays d St. John of himfelf 
and otfter regenerate Chriftiaris (as the 
tiuUK, indulgent and joyful e Father did like- 
$2. . * wife 
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wife of the repenting Prodigal ) we 
have pafs'dfrom Death to Life. Nay, 
this is no lefs evident from Reafon r than 
from Revelation. For when the <ro 
'HwHsnnsrj or governing Principle of 
the Man is led into Captivity, and the 
Law in the Members imperiously lord 
it over the Law of the Mind, and 
bring it into Subje&ion: When Rea- 
fon is forc'd to truckle to the wild Sug- 
geftions of Fancy and Imagination, and 
the ferine and brutifh Part gets the 
afcendent over that which is Spiritual 
and Divine ; when we refufe to live ac- 
cording to thofe Sacred Digefts, which 
are the perfection of our Nature, and 
conftantly a£t againft the veryframe and 
contexture of our own Being, the Soul 
can no more be faid to be alive, than a 
Body that lies defpoil'd of all its Vital 
Operations in the weeping Vaults and 
melancholy Dwellings of the King of 
Terrors. 'Tis the Parent of Hell, that 
which defac'd the Beauty and Uniform 
mity of the Creation, each part where- 
of was by infinite Wifdom it felf pro- 
nounced good, by the monftrous produ- 
ction of the everlafting Burnings. 'Tis 
the deformity of the fallen Angels, that . 
which fhrouds their Native Glory in 

the 
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the blacked Sables of infernal Dark* 
nefs. *Tis the Caufe and Sting of Death, 
both Temporal and Eternal; that which 
fpoils the Saints for a while of their 
Bodies, and dooms the wicked Body 
and Soul to everlafting Ruin. *Tis that 
which put the Foundations of the 
World out of Courfe, rendred thefe 
lower parts of the Creation fubjeft to 
Vanity; gave the Waters leave to ride 
triumphantly upon the higheft places 
of the Earth, and will alfo one Day 
iflue out a larger Commiflion, and lay 
all polluted Nature waft, by the irre- 
fiftable force of an univerfal Conflagra- 
tion. Laftly, 'tis that which every one 
of us muft, and certainly will repent 
of either in this World, or in the next. 
Either in this for its Illnefs and Sinful* 
nefs, or in the next for its fad Effe&s 
and Confequences. Is this then a 
Choice for Wife Men ? For a Man of 
common Senfe ? Surely no. TlZ $ o ^0^- 
6*ep$ *yvo*. Every wicked or unrege- 
nerate Perfon, is ignorant, fays the So* 
critical Proverb, and it falls in with the 
Language of the Sacred Oracles, where- 
in Sin and Folly, Sinner and Fool, are 
SynonimouS Terms, and with good rea- 
fon , indifferently us'd one for the 

other. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



a*-2£ 



Sermon Tenth if I 

other. For certainly to defbife the 
Authority, Pow$r, tuftice and Good* 
nefs of our Blefled Maker, to run coun- 
ter to the Laws of Godlinefs, which is 
profitable for all Things, having the 
jPromifeof the Life that now is^ as well 
as that which is to come : To unhinge 
at once the Intclle&ual, Moral, and 
Natural World ; and (as much as in us 
lies) to throw all things back again in- 
to their primitive Chios and Confufion ; 
To incur the Anger and Difpleafure tff 
an Almighty and Juft God, the Bi*eath 
of ^hofe Noftrils can immediately 
kindle thofe Flames which would urt- 
mercifully Devour and Prey upon u9 
to all Eternity: In fhort, todothat^ 
Which we tiiuft certainly either undo 
by Repentance in this Life, or in the 
-unconceivable Anguifli and Bitternefs 
of our Souls fortever lament to no pur- 
pofe, in the gloomy Regions of Hell and 
Darknefs. To do, I lay, all this, (and 
tfflthis, you fee, every Sinner does) is 
a plain Demembration, that we have 
no Underftaiidmg, but are Foolifh and 
Ignorant, and wen as it wereaBeaft' 
before God. ; 

•-..; t -... R . , Men 
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Men indeed may applaud and praife 
his Doings, and the gaging Crouds of 
unthinking Mortals admire and extol 
the Excellency of his Wifdom, who by 
the finifter Methods of fecular Policy 
grows rich, and caufeth the external 
Glory of his Houfe to increafe ; but 
the unerring Voice of the only Wife 
God, you fee, declares otherwife : Pro- 
nouncing him again and again, the 
greateft of Fools. He knows the ut- 
moft Worth and Excellency of all tbefe 
Things ; weighs the Pomp and Glory 
of the moft profperous Fortune in a 
Baiance,and finds them wanting. That 
the immortal Spirit is of fo great Price 
and Value, that it (hall profit a Man 
nothing, if he gain .the .whole World, 
and lole it. That therefore this ap- 
plauded Sinner makes , the worft, the 
moft unaccountable. Exchange that can 
be; for the Mammon of Unrighteouf- 
nefs, thefe falfe, deceitful Riches, no- 
thing of which he can carry away with 
him when he dies, nay which perhaps 
whilft he lives, and counts himfelf in 
them a happy Man, will fudde/ily take 
Wing, and fly away from him, as an 
Eagle towards Heaven, renouncing the 

tru§ 
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true Riches: The favour of God, the 
feaft of a good Confcience, the eonfo- 
lattons of the Bleffed. Spirit, his Hap- 
piflefc here and hereafter too. In a 
Word, for the Pleafures of Sin, which, 
tho' they continue with us to our dy- 
ing Hour, if compared toJSternity, are 
but for a Moment, every Sinner mad- 
ly changes Heaven for Hell ; the Man* 
fions of Glory for the Kingdom of 
Darknefs ; the bleffed and refplendent 
Societies of Saints and Angels, for the 
miferable, eclipfed, defpairing Compa- 
nies of impure Spirits, and thole im- 
mortal Streams of Joy f which run at 
God's right Hand for the Lake of Fire 
and Brimftone, which, in the Regions 
of Exile from the prefence of the Lord* 
and from the Glory of his Ma jefty, will 
become the moft lamentable and ever* 
lading Portion of the Ungodly. 

I do not fay, that the Sinner in eve-* 
ry ad of Sin, explicitly does this. Per- 
haps through a long cuftom of Sinning, 
he is arriv'd at length to fuch a pre- 
vailing, vi&orious Habit, as to ruflr 
into many Sins, as the Horfe does into 
the Battle, without any Deliberation or 
Choicest alh But before he could ao 
& a quire 
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quire this Habit, there did often in the 
Commiffion of Sin, and fometimes does 
ftill (tho* poffihly he minds it not) 
pais within him a certain pra&ick Dif- 
couf fe of the Underftanding and the 
Will, whereby (as ia every other ad 
of Ele&ion) he lays before him the 
Teeming Commodity^ u e. the pleafure 
of that Sin, whkh he is tempted to 
commit on the one hand, and on the 
other the Offence and Difpleafure 4>f his 
God, who forbids it. And thus having, 
as it were, the balance before him, and 
fetting God (with reverence be it foo- 
keny on the one fide* and the Deletta- 
tion or Pleafure of the Bin on the other, 
he ftands a while deliberating and exa- 
mining the weight and value of both 
Farts; and finally through the biafsof 
his Partial and Traiterous Affe&ions, 
makes Choice of the Sin, and reje&s 
his God ; /• e. chufeth rather to forfeit 
the favour of God, together with his 
Grace here, and Glory hereafter, than 
to forgothe prefeat J?ie*fure or Delega- 
tion of San, than whidh, what can be 
more opprobrious and horrible? what 
more reproachful and contumelious to 
the Divine Majefty ? For him, who is 
the Loot ©f Heaven and i&fdk; jm** 

Ma- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



« 111 m i 1 1 -n — i - i l m a— M— — 

Sermon Tenth. 345 

Maker, our Preferver, and everkfting 
Benefkfckor, the end of our Beings, the 
Fountain of all Goodnefs, the God of all 
true Joy and Gladnefe both to Men and 
Angels, to be deipis'd and reje&ed for 
-the vile, momentary Fruition of an ir- 
rational, bafe, unmanly Pleafure, is 
an Injury far more intolerable, than 
was the diigraceful and contemptuous 
Behaviour of the Jems, when they pre- 
ferred the Murtherer, before the Savi- 
our of Mankind, Barabbtt before Jim 
fa*. 

And yet the Malice of Sin (which 
one would think ■ impoflible) rifeth 
higher yet. The Sinner not only thus 
dishonours his God, by contemning his 
Commandments, and preferring a for- 
did and beggarly Pleafure before his 
eflential and eternal Glories ; but alio, 
as though he was his Enemy, bears a 
iecret hatred and grudge againft his 
Majefty, yea, does all he can to pull 
him out of his Seat, even wifhing in 
his Heart there was no God. I appeal 
to the Confcience of the Sinner him- 
iWf, for the truth of this Obfervation. 
I^et. him anfwer fincerely from the 
depth of his H^art,and he muft acknow- 
R*j ledge, 
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ledge, that he could heartily wifh there 
was no Immortality of the Soul, no 
Reckoning after this Life, no Judge to 
call him to an Account, and coufo- 
quently no God at all, that he might 
the more fecurely enjoy his Plea- 
fure. 

This, I fay, is Sin in its proper fliajw ; 
the Body of Iniquity devefted of its 
Paint and Colour. Tis the greateft of 
Evils, theuglieftofMonfters, the foul- 
eft and moft odious Thing in the 
World. For a Jhadpw, for a trifle, for 
the momentary gratification of Tome 
bafer Appetite it reje&s, you fee, the 
Lord of Glory, the beft of Beings, that 
primitive and Original Beauty, whofc 
infinite Charms fupply all the Orders 
of Angels with new and unconceivable 
Delights through a whole Eternity. 
Nay, the finful Soul, not only thus dif- 
parageth and vilifieth her Maker, but 
alfo with a truly Diabolical Malice, 
would (ifpoffible) Dethrone him, who 
ftudies to exalt her, and even annihi-' 
late him, who upholds both her and all 
the World in Being. Tho' therefore 
the Magick of Self-Love does too often 
fo reconcile Men to their own faults, 
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that inftead of appearing in their de- 
ibrmed and hideous Shape, they reflgd 
as fair and lovely a Face, as can any 
where be found or conceived in Nature ; 
yet if we would fet the Obje£t at a 
more convenient diftance from the Eye, 
and confider the nature of Sin irrefpe- 
£Hveiy to our felves; if we would ven- 
ture to unmask the Body of Sin, and 
ft rip it of all its meretricious and de- 
ceitful Colours, we (hould find infinite 
Reafon to repent of our acquaintance 
with it, and with unfpeakable abhor- 
rence and deteftation turn away from 
the diftorted and ill-boding Mon- 
fter; 

2. Repentance includes our Averfion 
or turning away from Satan. This old 
Serpent by his fubtil and treacherous 
Infinuations, beguiPd our firft Parents 
into a Revolt from their Maker, and 
he has ever fince by the fame delufive 
Arts and Methods oeen multiplying the 
number of Rebels againft Heaven. 
He knows his happy Station is no more 
to be recovered, that his footy Wings 
are too heavy for the jEthenal Regi- 
ons, and confine him to an everlafting 
Exile from the Kingdom of Glory. 
R 4, Mov'd 
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Mov'd therefore with Envy he would 
clip our Wings too, and by the degra- 
vation of our Terrene Affe&ions, finfe 
us down into the fame unhappy ftate 
of Condemnation with himfelf .- Nay, 
that Men, who dwejl in Houfes of 
Clay, and whofe Foundation is in the 
Duft, yea, and whp are AppfHtes too f 
that infirm and degenerate Men (I 
fay) (hould by thegoodnefe of God be 
exalted to thofe Heavenly Habitations, 
whence he by Tranfgreffion fell, and 
the difmal Houfes of Sorrow and De- 
fpair be prepaid only for him and hi$ 
Angels, fo unmeafurably torments him, 
that he employs the Powers and Poten- 
tates of his infernal Kingdom, by all 
imaginable Devices ?nd Stratagems to 
ruin (if poflible) this his Royal Crea- 
Mffc/-6.ture. h We weflle not (fays St. Paul) 
* 2# *&** n fi Fkfi *#d Blood ; but again (I Pria- 
cipalities, againjl Powers, again]} the Ru- 
lers of t\>e darknefs of this World, againfi 
tyiritual Wickednejs (or wicked Spirits) 
* t n- 5- ** ***$ Places. And * St. Peter, Tour 
q. Adverfary, the Devil, as d roaring tyo^ 

walketb about, feeking whom he may devour. 
And upon this account there is a 
dreadful Wo denounced by the Angel 

againft the Inhabitants of the World. 
■P • • ■' ^- - ' * m . 
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Wo y k fays he, f* the Inhabitants of the**?"* 1 *- 
Earth and the Sea ; for the Devil h come * 
down to you, -having great Wrath. Haft- 
en then every one of us from the Tents 
of this Murtherer ; this profefsM Ene- 
jny to God and Man ; this Thief that 
comes only to fteal and to deftroy. As 
long as we live in a ftate of Sin and 
Impenitence, we are under his Juris- 
diction, we belong to his Party, are 
Enemies to God, and his fedulous 
Friends. We War againft the Saviour 
of our Souls, the Lord Chrift Jefus, 
hinder the Trophies and Vi&ories and 
Triumphs of his Crofs, and deny him, 
to the no fmall gratification of his im- 
mortal Enemies, that allowable fatis- 
fa&ion for the fore travel of his Soul, 
the Salvation of ours. We fight the 
Devil's Battles, encreafehis Intereft, 
enlarge his Dominions, and do what 
we can to make his Kingdom Abfolute 
and Univerfal. This faid Truth Ihines 
with uncjueftionable Evidence in the 
Holy Scriptures, i Little Children, fays 
St. John, let no Man deceive you. He that 3 ]y t \ 9 
doth Right eoufnefs, is Righteous, even as 
he is Righteous ; but he that commiteth Sin, 
is of the Devil. And our Lord to the 
TOajiqipus and blood-thijrfty Jews .• 
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frb* Ev. Ye are of jour Father , the Devil \ and the 
* #44# Luflsof your Father ye Jelight to do. And 
accordingly he afterwards commi{£on*d 
St. Paul to go to the Gentiles, to turn 
them from Darknefs to Light , and 
from the Power of Satan to the living 
God. In fhort, however fome Men 
may flatter themfelves now, this will 
be convincingly difplay'd before all the 
World, when God (hall come, and all 
his Holy Angels with him in the Clouds 
to Judgment. Then will all the Wick- 
ed, with ineffable Shame and Confu- 
fion of Face, be rang'd under the 
Standard of this Prince of Darknefs, 
with and from him, whom they have 
ferv'd, to receive the Wages of Eter- 
nal Death. Hafien we then, I fay, in 
time from the Tents of this Murtherer ; 
he comes, you fee, to fpoii us of all our 
Goods ; to rob us of our God, our Souls, 
our everlafting Happinefs. Refill WQ 
therefore Manfully all his Affaults ana 
Temptations; rejeft with Scorn and 
Difdain his gilded Baits and Allure- 
ments, and turn to God, who fees our 
Danger, pities our Mifery, and opens 
his Arms wide to receive us. There is 
no fuch thing as four Defpight and 
Envy lodg'd ;n the Pofonj of our Blqf 
* fed 
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fed Maker, but he moft paffionately 
defires the Welfare of all his Creatures, 
and therefore moft folemnly Swears, 
That he delights nok in the Death of 
any Sinner, hut fad rather ten thou- 
sand times over, that we would every 
one of tit accept his Grace, and return 
$0 him, and live. Repent we then, I 
fay, and from thefe fatal Enemies, Sin 
and Satan, turn to God. ThefecondGe* 
neral included in Repentance* 

2. But do we now in very deed ftand 
in need of Motives and Incentives to 
this Duty? Does not the Divine Beau- 
ty out-charm all the Relifhes of fend- 
ble Good, and entirely captivate and 
lead in Triumph all our Paflions and 
AfFe&ions ? Or is there any thing to 
be found within the compafs of the 
Creation, that can more ftrongiy af- 
feft our Souls, or rival the Excellen- 
cies and Perfe&ions of our Maker? 
No, he only is the proper Obje£fc of our 
Love, being the only fair One, and 
Amiable, the perfeft and all-glorious 
Being. He is that lovely Obje&j of 
whom all Nature is but the Image. Of 
whom the Beauty of the Heavens, the 
|>rightneft pf the Sun, Moon, and 

- Stars, 
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Stars, the glorious Circle of the Rain- 
bow, the gaiety and fragraucy of the 
Spring, the harmony of Sounds and 
Colours, all the Proportion and Sym- 
phony both of the vifibie andinviiible 
World, the Extelkijcies, Graces, Per- 
fections of Men and Angels, are but 
x the Eccha He is Alpha and Omeg*, 
the Beginning and the Ending, the Firft 
and the Laft, which is, and which was, 
and which is to come, the Almighty. 
He is (as Plato ftiles him) mvXu ritAa- 
y@* i5 KoA?, that v&ft) immenfe Ocean 
pf Beauty , in whofe prefence is the 
ftilnefs of Joy, and at whofe right 
Hand are Pleafures for evermore. He 
is both the Author and the Preferver 
of our Being; 'tit he that made u* y not 
we our [elves : and rve are his People ami 
the Sheep of hit Pafture. He, laiily, is 
that merciful and moft gracious Lord, 
whofe^Goodnefs has not given him 
leave to confine his Bleffingstous with- 
in the Circle of this Life ; but oblig'd 
him to extend his Bounty beyond the 
limits of this World, into the Regions 
of Eternity* For, inftead of dealing 
with us after our Sins, and rewarding 
according to our Iniquities, he hath, as 
as axonfummatioji of his infinite Love, 

jure- 
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prepared for us a glorious Inheritance, 
an Houfe not made with Hands, Eter- 
nal in the Heavens, that where he it, 
there we may bed jo. 

Turn then, thou back-Aiding Soul, 
to him who made thee at firft out of 
nothing; and who, when thou hadft 
made thy felf worfe than, nothing, Re- 
deem'd thee. To him, whofe Love to 
thee is wonderful, infinitely furpaffing 
the Love, not only of Women, but 
of the kindeft Beings above the Sera- 
phim too. Thofe purcft Spirits in thdr 
Robes of Light and Innocence admire 
it ; they infatiably contemplate the un- 
fathomable Myftery, and wonder what 
manner of Love this is, wherewith the 
Father hath lov'd us, that we fhould be 
calPd the Sons of God. How canft 
thou then, who art chofen to be the 
Obje& of this incomprehenfible Love, 
but for ever prefent thy Sacrifices of 
Praife before the Throne of Grace, and 
center thy felf in thy God by the moft 
unquenchable Ardors? Alas! if thou 
do'ft not thou art loft, thou perilheft 
-for even For (whatever the Anting 
Mians and SolifidUns pretend) 'tis moft 
apparent, not only from exprefs Texts 

of 
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of Scripture, but alfo from the nature 
of the thing it felf, that we are never 
the nearer Heaven for all that Cbrift 
has done and fufFer'd for us» if we do 
not purfue after an internal participa- 
tion of his Divine Nature. If, I lay, 
we do not take care, before their de- 
parture hence, to free our Souls from 
the Degravations and Propenfions of the 
Animal Life, they will need no angry 
Cherub with a Flaming Sword to keep 
their unhallow'dHandsofffrom theTree 
of Life. No fatal Neceffity, or aftral 
Impulfes to tumble them forcibly into 
Hell; their own vicious Habits will 
naturally (ink them down into Eternal 
Death, and indiffolubly chain them up 
in Fetters of Hellifh Darknefs. Death 
will not file off the Corruptions of our 
Nature, nor together with the Body 
diveft the Soul of her terrene Affe- 
ctions, but whatever Habits fhe con- 
tra&s in this World, the fame (as the 
nvirg. £- b Platonicai Poet rightly obferves) will 
ncU-M>>6. fhe carry away with her into the next. 
Though therefore a vicious, impure, 
unmortify'd Soul fhould be admitted 
into Heaven, fhe would find no Con* 
tentment, no Satisfaction in that place ; 
for what Communion can there be be- 
tween 
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tween Light and Darknefs? between 
Chriftand Belial? between an impure 
and fenfual Soul, and holy and unpollut- 
ed Spirits ? flie would find no Objed in 
all tnofp fpiritual and abftra&ed Re- 
gions correfponding with her Faculties, 
nothing to gratify her Carnal Appe- 
tites, and confequently would ftarve , 
even in the feat of Happinefs, and do 
eternal Penance in Heaven itfelf. If 
we defire then to be Translated into 
thofe glorious Manfions, and to enjoy 
the blifsful Converfation of God and 
his Holy Angels, the Love of God, 
whilft we are here, muft chafe and 
warm our benumm'd Minds, and thaw 
our Hearts frown with Self-love. It 
muft melt and diflblve us out of all 
Self-Confiftency, and enable us by a 
free and noble Sympathy with itfelf, to 
make a full Surrender of our felves to 
its Conduft and Guidance. It muft 
purge and purifie our Souls from all 
drofs, all filthy, corrupt and bafe-born 
AfFe&ions, till their Defires of God and 
Goodnefs be paflionate, flaming and 
feraphick, burning like the Cherubim, 
and the extafi'd Orders of perfect and 
immortal Spirits. In a Word, the wick- 
ed muft forfake his way, and the un- 
righteous 
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righteous Man his very Thoughts, and 
he muft return to the Lord with Weep* 
ing, Failing and Praying ; with all his 
Heart j and, mth all his Soul) and, with *R 
his Might: For otherwife {you fee) 
there is no hope, no poffibility of Life 
and Salvation > but Iniquity will 
mod certainly and infallibly he his 
Ruin. 

And {q I come in the third Place to 
the Meafures of our Converfioo, 
which are abfblute, entire, and uni* 
verfal; *tis the Converfion of the 
whole Heart. 

$. We muft not then, with Herod, 
reform many things at the Reproofs of 
the Preacher, but ftill retain in our Bo- 
foms a beloved Herodias ; but we muft 
caftoutof their Usurpations the whole 
Family of Vice, even our greateft Fa- 
vourites, and mioft darling Tranlgref- 
fions. We muft not fight the Lord's 
Battel like the prevaricating King of 
Jfraely deftroying only what is Vile and 
Refufe, and of no Efteem in our Eyes ; 
but we muft utterly deftroy thefe Jb*+> 
lekites y and all that they have, and in* 
defatigably Fight againft them, until 

they 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Sermon Tenth, 357 

they be confum'd. There muft be a reno- 
vation of the whole Man ; Old things 
muft pafs away, and all things muft be- 
come new. The Tide of Religious and 
Godly Sorrow muft obviate and turn 
the Stream of our finful Joys and Plea* 
fures, and our ungodly Contrivances 
and impure Cogitations give way to the 
ftudy of the Law of God, to Spiritual^ 
Divine 9 and Heavenly Meditations. 
The Knee that hath Superftitioufly 
bow'd in the Worfhip of Dagon or Baal, 
muft now as devoutly bend in thefer- 
vice of Jehovah, and the Tongues that 
have magnify'd themfelves againft the 
God of Heaven, by Blafphemies, Per- 
juries, Curies, or Lies, declare to all 
the World, that he is Lord over them, 
by their as plentiful Oblations of Pray- 
ers and Thankfgivings. The Proud 
Man muft become Humble ; the Fierce 
and Cruel Tame and Meek , like a 
Lamb ; the Litigious Peaceable j the 
Hypocritical Sincere ; and every Mi- 
«tV6p»T©*, every Timon, every Nabal, 
every Cynical, Churlifh, Morofe, in- 
fufterably Seififli or revengeful Perfon > 
love his Neighbour now as tenderly 
as himfelf. 'Tis not enough, that he 
^neither does, nor wilhes him any harm ; 

S but 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



S58 Sermon Tenth. 

but he muft both wi£b, and do ban all 
the good be can. This is that peculiar 
Law of ChrifHanity, that new 
Commandment, which our departing 
Lord moft paffionatdy bequeathed' to 
his Difciples. AnewCtmonandetent, fays 
He, 1 give unto you f that jnr love one amo- 
tfax. How ? Even & I have loved you, 
th#tye alfo bve one Another ; and ye knem 
the unparahCd love of our Lord in Uy 
ingdown hv Life for his great eft Enemies. 
(JoV£ then we muft, and that not in 
Vfard and Tongue only, but in Deed 
and in Truth, our moft virulent, our 
moft incorrigible Enemies : We muft 
31efe and heartily Pray for them, who 
Malign, Backbite, and Curfe us, and 
do Good even to them who moft ran- 
coroqfly and defpitefully ufe us and 
perfecute us : For thus, afcd only thus, 
(ball we be Chriftians indeed, true Fol- 
lowers of the Blefled Jefus, and Chil- 
dren of our Heavenly Father, wfo 
maketh his Sun to {bine equally upon 
the Good and Bad, and his Ram to de- 
pend upon the Jujl and Vnjufi. In 
ihort, God is not mock'd, neither will 
he be fcrved by halves : He muft have 
the whole Heart or none, and what we 
do either t<> himfelf, or to our Brethren, 
muft be done in Sincerity and Truth. 

He 
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lie thei^ that retains Any oftfc darling 
Sify is in no better a C^fe tjianif he 
had forfaken none at all. For be, tb*t 
tffinds i» one pointy fays St. jfaw*, # 
guilty of all; and you know, that 9, Ship, *****vtoi 
tho" never fo ftroftg and found in all her 
father parts,by one leaking hole, tbatis 
yiiftop'd, will certainly fink and. perifh 
in the Ocean. Nay, the Maa that 
hatb made this laudable Prpgrefs in the 
the mortification of bis Sins, if he pro- 
ceeds no farther, is in a worfc Conditi- 
on than he was before. He has flow 
given proof of his Powers and Abili- 
ties; has by theGr^ceof God brought 
the moil rebellious parts of the Body of 
Sin; into Subjeftion, and by the conti- 
nued aflifta nee of the fapie Grace may* 
if hepleafe, moft eafily do the reft: 
And therefore, if he does not . he 
ftands entirely deftitute of ApQlpgip? 
and Excufes before God and Man,^ 
and becomes in the higheft Senle of 
the Phrafe 'AuToxaTaxg/Ta*, Self-con- 
demn'd- Now* I fay, he has pjaft'd 
over all the intermediate Stages of 
his Journey, is advanced into the very 
Suburbs of Chriftian Purity and H<h 
Hnefc , and one ftep mote fet$ him 
fttfely within the Walls of &lv4tif»b 
S 2 the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



■ ■ » I ii ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ I H W 

ft 60 Sermon Tenth. 

the dwellings of the Saints, the City 
of God ; and therefore if for the vile 
difhonourable Embraces of one trea- 
cherous DdiUh ; the tranfient f \in(a* 
tisfa&ory enjoyment of one bafe de- 
ceitful Luft, he now retards his Mo- 
tion^ his Sin has all the aggravations 
of the greateft Folly and Madnefs, 
that can be imagined. He flops even 
in the dawnings of Light, and from 
the very Gate of Heaven and Hap- 
pinefs, (inks down into the bottom- 
lefs Abyfs of everlafting Darknefs. 
Mortify we then the old Mm with dBhis 
Jjfcftions *nd LuftS) and perfe& Holinefs 
in the Fetrof God. Try we our felves 
impartially, and feek the ground of 
our Hearts: prove we and examine 
our very Thoughts. Let us look nar- 
rowly what ways of Wickednefs are 
, in tis: And turn our felves with our 
whole Heart into the Way everlaft- 
ing. 

Thus we {hall caufe a glorious 
change both in Heaven and Earth. 
Our offended Father will be recon- 
ciled to us: The Peace of Confciencc 
return, and dwell with us: TheBiefc 
fed Jefus fee the glorious EfFe&s of 

the 
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the travel of his Soul, and be fatisfy'd; 
and\ inftead of the uncomfortable 
Dwellings of Everlafting Darknefs, an 
immortal Crown of unconceivable Glo- 
ry be our Portion. Then welhall ex- 
perimentally know, (what our Sins 
will never fuffer us to believe) That 
the ways of fVifdom are indeed ways of 
JPleafantne/s f and that all her Paths are 
Peace; that whofo findeth her, findeth Life, 
hut that he who fmneth againfther y wrong* 
etb hii own Soul; that all they whd 
hate her, love Death. The Duties in- 
deed of Mortification and Self-denial 
may at firft feemharfh to Flefh and 
Blood ; and to deny a darling Sin,which 
has deeply taken Root, and is grown 
habitual by numberlefs Ads, like cut- 
ting off tne right Hand, or plucking 
out the right Eye ; but when we fin* 
cerely afTent to the Motions and Ihfi- 
nuations of preventing Grace, and gird « 
up our Loins with Refolution and Bra- 
very to fight the Lords Battels, the 
fame Grace of God which ertcites and 
leads us on, will co-dperate likewife 
with all our Endeavours, enabling us 
to overcome the moft difficult Paflages, 
and rendring thefe feemingly infupe- 
rabic Mountains as plain ana equal as 
; : S j the 
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the humble VaUevs f . Thett flaaU mefct 
us nQ Lion in the way, • but what, we 
fljall jfucCefsfully grapte with, yd and 
at length find Sweetsaefs too in fats 
Garcafe; The temecpbrante of thoft 
mighty Temftption^ tyhiqh the J>£ 
vine Grace hath enabled usto oyercotiie, 
pveffproading ou? Minds with inefFaWe 
Sweetqefs apd Delegation. In a word, 
it will continually Cafry us on frofc 
Strength to Strength, from one Stage of 
our Journy to another^tiU we havetiver- 
come the craggy. Rocks. and fteepneft 
pf the ;HiII, and appear with jdyfol 
Hearts before God in Zjon. Heavineft 
Chen may endure for a Night, btft Joy 
wiU afTu redly fpring up in the Morn- 
kg; after a few moments of Sorrtw 
and Mourning the t right Beams of Di- 
vine Confolation will. dart into the 
Soul, and fcatterifig that black Cloud, 
Which S^n and Sorrow had unhappily 
{pread oyer it, furprifingly death -her 
^vith g new aftd unexpe£ted 'Bright* 
nefs; The Spirit of Love by foft and 
gentle Whifpers , will afture her., 
* that her Failings and ^rayerk, her 
Sighs and Groans, and all the doleful 
Ai^Qunts of her humble and contrite 
Spirit; are come -up for a Memorial 
:i i v ; before 
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before God, \*ho accepts her Repent- 
ance, pardons her Sins, adopts her 1 in- 
to the number of his own Child red, 
aAd gntcioufljr admits her to ahDfsfal 
Coftununton arid FeilowfhiJ) »wu;b him*- 
felf. That now (he is refcu'd and dc- 
liver'd out of the Paw of the Lion, 
who roars and foaqis, becaufe he has 
loft his Prey ; whilft the Holv Angels, 
on the contrary, in all the Manfions 
above, fhout and fing for Joy, that the 
Powers of Darknefs are all baffled 
and difappointed, the Enemies of the ' 
Crofs of Chrift vanquifh'd and con- 
founded: His^Tuperabundant Grace 
viftorioufly refcuing the Sinner out of 
their Hands, who therefore (hall e'er 
long be united to their Company, 
with them for evermore to rejoice and 
fing the moft worthy and harmoni- 
ous praifes of God and of the Lamb. 
To conclude, Chrift is now made to 
the humble and contrite Spirit Wifdom, 
a$d tyighteoufnefs, and San&ification, 
and' Redemption; fo that though 
flie may fometimes feem to mourn 
like a Dove , yet the Voice of Joy 
and Gladnefs is generally in her Dwel- 
lings; and, if (he will but take Care 
to hold fail: that which Ihe hath, 
S 4 neither 
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neither Man nor Devil (hall ever be 
able, to deprive her of her Crown; 
but in fpightof all the Machinations of 
her Ghoftly Enemies, her Life /haft be 
happy, and her Reflglorious. Jmem, 
AUelujth. 
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SERMON XL 



ISAIAH 4.3. 11. 

J, evenly am the Lord, andbefides 
me there is no Saviour. 



XN the beginning of this Chapter 
God encourages his Church and 
>ple, by an appeal to his Omnipo- 
tence, by furamoning, as it were, his 
Almighty Power,as a confirming Seal of 
that gracious Promife made to them in 
the Perfon of their Leader, I mill not f til 
thee nor forftke thee, Jofh. 1. 5. And 
what better pledge could they have re- 
tciv'd of their future fafety and fuc- 
cefles, than the happy experience of a 
Power, which had always been their 
defence and guard, and a Goodnefs, 
which had e'en loaded them with Blef- 
iings and Benefits ? . As nothing can af- 
ford Man a better fecurity than the Eye 
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of God to watch over, and his Arm to 
Shelter and proteft him ; fo,0ne would 
think, fudr*kind an^I careful ProvK 
dcncfccou'cf dever fail of exciting a pi- 
ous Gratitude, and an humble Confi- 
dence in the minds of Men ; per/bnal 
and private Bleffings muiTneeds leave 
on the Soul very ftrong and fenfible im- 
prellionss forfelf-Iove;is;theitipft vigo- 
rous of our Pillions, and that has fo 
direft aa intereft in thfc (af^tylnd refcue 
of our Perfons from danger, that Nature 
plight teachr us, if Religion did not, 
to blefs the Inftrument of our fecurity, 
and to f r&if£tl>at God, of whom coip- 
fth Salyatkrp. Tis upoa/thi$ excellent 
Defign we are now fumrpon'd, I hope^ 
by our p/yaZe^l and Gratkode, as well 
|$ the appointment of the Church anxj 
£tate wc belong to> to return God th$ 
{tribute of Thanks, and Praife far as 
gr^at and feafbnahl© a deliverance^ a$ 
^s evqr rVouchfaPd to a Church an4 
Kiqg^onn ) 11 ^ fiiiki^g into ruin; we 
seed J>ut look into our Kaleadar, and it 
Will?ppear that I mea,n that moft Barba- 
rous and Execrable Plot,which defign'd* 
asiqpqpthisDay, to dfcftroy the three 
Eft»$e$ q£ t^hirS Kingdom, by Gutvpour- 
fyh #wri 19 . make 9^% bu wit-Sacrifice^ 

# not 
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not only of the Lord's People, but of the 
Lord's Anointed too. But for «ver blef- 
fed be the Mercy of that God* who would 
fiot deliver us as aPrey unto theirTeeth ; 
Our Soul is efiaped ds a Bird out of tkt 
fnare of the f owlet \ the fnare is broken, 
dbd toe are delivered ; therefore, not unto 
1$s, Lord, not unto us, but unto thy 
JSfame be the Praife, for the Heathen art 
funk down into the Pit thy kave made, 
and in their own Net u their Foot taken • 
fo that if God will vouchfafe to accept 
Eccho's of his otim Glory and Honour 
from feeble as well as fifcful E>uft and 
Afhes, he may found his Title to our 
Thankfgivings, upon the fame Mercies 
and Favcfurs fhewn to his own People 
the Jews ; for can the Prophet's words 
be more happily verifyM in the cafe of 
any People, than thole of this Nation* 
X, even I, am the Lord y md befides me 
there is no Saviour ? 

In my farther Reflexions on this paf- 
fage, 'twill be incumbent upon tne to 
confider diftin&ly, the following Heads 
or Particulars. 

I. To evince the Truth and the Ex- 
cellence of .God's Omnipotence in ge- 
neral II. To 
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II. To prove the utter Incapacity of 
any created Being, to yield Man any 
degree of fafety or fecurity in the courfe 
of their Lives and Actions. 

III. To produce Arguments of God's 
Almighty Power and Providence, from 
feveral inftances relating to the refcue 
and deliverance of his People from the 
moft imminent Dangers. 

To thefe Heads I fhall {vibjoyn fomt 
pra&ical Applications, and fo con- 
elude. 

And i ft, in order to afTert the Truth 
and Being of that Sovereign Attribute, 
the Divine Omnipotence, we need but 
confult the bare Idea of God ; for if w e 
confider him under the Notion of a 
Being that exifts of himfelf, and in 
whom all things live and move ; the 
firft thing which fuch a conception of- 
fers to the; Mind, is, the Image and 
Chara&er of an Almighty Pow'r ; for 
10 Being lefsthan infinite. can fubfift of 
t felf, and give Life, Efficacy and Mou- 
rn to an whole World of Beings befides ; 
ither therefore God is not the Author 
> and 
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and Parent of all Things, or he is ; for 
thatreafon, Infinite in Power, for Cre- 
ation and Omnipotence infer and fup-- 
pofe one another ; and, as the Power of 
God appearM moft eminently to the 
Heathens themfelves in the Works of 
his Creation, fo the great Epithet which 
their Poets and other Myiticfc Writers 
conferred on him, was mvTmL&tTws, 6r 
Omnipotent ; and the Apoftle exprefly 
alluded to that fragment of Menander, 
*% ytpyiv®* "erf**?, we are his Off-fpring. 
But as the Holy Scriptures, which were 
di&ated by the Divine Spirit, do pre- 
sent us with the livelieft Image of the 
Divine Nature in general, fo from 
hence may we colled the moft certain 
Authority for the Sovereign and Infi- 
nite Power ofGod 5 'tis a Title indeed, 
which himfelf challenges, Gen. 17, 1. 
J dm the Almighty God, and fo Jacob ftiies 
him, in way of reverence, ch. 49. 25. 
The fame Character is likewife us'd in 
very many places of the Book of Job ; 
but no where, I think, with a more 
pathetick Elegance, than in thtPfalms 
of David: for in one place we find him 
afferting, that Power belongeth unto God. 
FfaL62.11. i.e. fupreme, perfefl: and 
abfolute Power: In another, heaffures 

us 
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us, that God ruleth with hk Power ; in a 
third, that he givetb Power unto his Pe4» 
fie 3 and beyond all this, that he h*tk 
jbewed his People the Power of his Works ; 
and if we proceed to other Holy Wri- 
ters, there is a moftexaft Harmony be- 
tween them, as to this Point, J?or, fays 
the Prophet lfaiah, God hath wade the 
Earth by his Piper, Ifaiah 10. 12. and the 
Apoftle advances the Propofition from 
his Creation to his Providence, affirming 
That he upholds all things by the word of kit 
Power , Heb 1. ?. And we may con- 
ceive this to be the reafon why St. Paul 
takes leave of one of hisEpiftles, 1 Tim. 
6. 16. in this Ibiemn Form, To him be 
Power everlajting. Now' from the na* 
ture and eflfe&s of this fovereign Pow- 
er which is lodg'd in God, we lhaH beft 
learn the Worth and Excellence of it, 
and from whence we fhall be fooneft 
inclinM to love and reverence its Au- 
thor j for be the nature of God as glo- 
rious as it will, the meafures of our 
Efteem will* and muft follow the Opi- 
nions and Notices we have receiv'dof 
it. To (hew therefore that God is ex- 
cellent in Power, as well as in Wifdom 
and Goodnefs, Truth and Holinefs, 
we may confider that infinite Power, is 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



/ 



■«— waggawr— —■SBMBg- !■ 111 , 1 , I I J ■ .. . — — ^— - ,„ 

t tfeFoufl,taio stnd>t>Q»tce of all forfefti- 
Ofljk&od, aiidjfo/tQpiOf all reverence 
£j^.j&vo.tipp/inM a *U Were not God 
di^tte.firftpl«te»-.Qn\qipoteA^ be.could 
.Wbttop. Infinite vflMny otfier Attribute 
^e^jk^ j, fofr,.<50dj$i©o t Qtherwiie Wife 
#ad Knowings iTruft^n4?aithfu|ji Juft 
£B<K*!>od ,. tha^a^eisa^Bejngtitiait 
:Cf<»fc* wbat.be .pMe^; t as b& jeesand 
■kttittiA alUTWW^^ib .we ma#\terni bis 
•j&GQWledge Aknighty, and he?oul4not 
te Jjift and. Eaithfuj tftfc perfect degree, 
tm that he has an- abfoiute Poweri>ve,r 
-ail Things: tAad, heqapfe of thip £re- 
<fHineoce (if I may ufe fobplda Pbrafe) 
of, tbe Divine ?pwer„ tbeH e * r f$ of Meg 
<jtilJ<tbey become hacdned and cailous) 
are^poflefs'd with a dpuble fear of Re- 
verence and Offence, JF*r who c$q conceit 
A Bfi*g eloatJfd mtb Sovereign Ma^Jty^n4 
jfyiver, 4/td not tremHt, before. hitR* (asfthe 
Hftly . Pfalmift' enjoin*) . tven nhilfc they 
ftptite in hm ? And will not. this:very 
Reverence roakeus very fhy. qf> prick- 
ing fueh. a. dreadful sQroflippteiice.? 
Now that Attribute"; which.can filj the 
Breaftof a M&p will* fuch ajwfoi Spo- 
tiroenta, caonot be'jtyithout a peculiar 
ExfeeJknce , ifor fteafoja is a free and 
eoiifagiouj. Ptirieiple.;, and cannot be 

touch'd 
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touched •• with thtfI<Sttii of aay- tWiig, 
but 'what is truly venerable, and iafi- 
nitety fiboveit felfv fcut'Wfe may l&ewife 
in other RefpcSte^ Nearly difcoWtfee 
Excellency of God's fbwer; fbrtOttofe 
weoweatlthe Bteflfinjgsand Advantages 
^liife, and 'tis his Omnipotence tfeat 
bodigratftsand guards, that<Both $ym 
andprefer'ves, every Good we «*J0JF.: 
The Pfilwjl', in defctibtng the infinite 
Goodne&of God> joins his- Power 
aatf -W& together, in thefe Wdrifc 
T%b* : ** i i'good> ahA thbu doeft gdadj a:n4 
this he J does t^ -recommend arid in- 
dear thd Divine Perfe&idns to o^ with 
the better Advantage ; for however 
benign 1 arid cautious a- Being Cod is 
in himfelf, yet were he not as able- to 
oblige Us with his Benefits , as fuc- 
cour us with bis Help, as he is well 
and bountifully inclin'd towards usj 
the fiUgle deteCfc -of- Power in him 
worild i°rnake u* overlook the moft 
eflential Goodnefs of his Nature : Bur 
when he both delights to do u* good, 
and can likewife do what he plea&s 
in Heaven and Earth ; when with- God 
all things a rr poffible, and he can 
with a word remove atl our Evils, 
and confer all imaginable Bleffingfcupon 
■ I.V.v., us 
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us. Such a Power as this* which is 
the Author and Parent of fo much 
Good to Mankind, is in the higheft de- 
gree Excellent and even Adorable ; for if 
we meafure the value of any Thing by 
its ufefulnefs, there can never be a- 
fcrib'd Honour and Glory enough to 
that Power, which cannot beotherwife 
employed than in doing good; well 
therefore might the Pfalmifi cry out in 
a grateful Extafie* I mil love thee\ 
Lord,, mj Strength $ for td proceed yet 
farther. 

'Tis the excellent Attribute, the 
bower of God, Which governs the 
World, and that cures and adjufts all 
the disorders in it ; for fince fo much 
wickbdnefs abounds * among Men ^ 
were not his Arm and his Eye every 
Where^ the Lufts and Paflions of Men 
could carry all before them, and Prid$ 
and Might, Infolence and Power,woul4 
be the only ftandards of Right and 
Wrong ; but now the God who dwel* 
lefh on high, is Mightier than the mod 
A?f ighty of hi$ Creatures : He fits in 
Heaven and will laugh them to Scorn* 
and as he behdlds rriifchief 7 fo he can 
ahd will requite it. For, lays the Apdftle* 
bt kndiveth fop to deliver the Rigbteoui 
T from 
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from Trouble, and to freferve the Umu^ 
UiB the Day of Judgment, to be ?anifbed\ 
and fince there can want no Illuftration 
of the Worth and Excellence of that 
Attribute, which regulates all the mo- 
tions of the Univerfe, and chains up the 
Paflions of Man, and even the Malice 
of Devils from doing any hurt : If to 
create the World was lo excellent a 
Work,to direct and manage all the parts 
of it, is yet made fo, and yet with- 
out the aid and concurrence of an Al- 
mighty Power and Providence, the glo- 
rious Palace we now live in, with com* 
fort and pleafure, would be but an un- 
hofpitable Wildernefs, or a frightful 
Den of Savages. 

I proceed then to fhew, as the fum 
of my fecond general Head, the utter 
incapacity of all created Beings, to af- 
ford Man any fafety or fecurity in the 
courfe of their Lives and A&ions. 
Qnild we hope for any infallible Suc- 
cours, under the wants and miferies of 
Life, from any Beings beneath the 
Almighty one, God himfelf ? the An* 
gels are the Creatures that would beft 
anfwer fuch an Expettation,for they are 
calPd Miniftring Spirits, and we have 
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a good Warrant to believe they are 
appointed as the tutelar Guardians of 
the inward and outward State of good, 
Men. But if thefe good Spirits protect 
or affift us, 'tis by a Power and Influ- 
ence deriv'd from God, fo that though 
they may deferve ourPraife, they can- 
not demand our Prayers for the good 
they do us : But then if thefe blefTed 
Agents cannot of tbemfeives, xeiieve 
or (ecure us, much lefs can Man, the 
next Being in order too, but yet created 
many Degrees below them ; for his 
Nature being finite and limited, fo are 
all the Faculties that belong to it; 
and upon theremoteft furvey, we fhail 
find Mankind labouring under a three- 
fold Defeft, as to any protection or 
fecurity they can afford one another, 
viz,, the want of Knowledge,of Power, 
and Opportunity; ail thefe are requi- 
fite Mediums towards the relief and 
fuccour of the common Wants and 
Miferies that abound in the World ; 
and Knowledge is fo in the very firft 
place, for if we do not know, that our 
Brother is affli&ed or in Danger, or 
what methods of Cure to ufe when 
the Cafe is our own, what Comfort or 
Support can we poffibly lend to the 

T 2 Di* 
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Diftrefles oa either fide? But now 
there is no Man living knows any thing 
of the one thouiandth part of the Cala- 
mities which abound in every comer 
of the World, and thofe who fee or 
feel them, know fb little of their caufes 
and rife, that they are totally uncapa- 
ble to apply the Remedy ; this is a 
piece of Art ; referv\3 lor God alone, 
who becaufe he fees all Men, does there* 
fore fuSy know their wants and fuflfer- 
ings$ andbecatufe he mixes with and 
pervades all Things, can therefore cure 
and remove them at his Pleafure. 
But were the Knowledge of Man lefs 
confin'd and fcanty than his, his Pow- 
er is infinitely fhort of Omnipotence ; 
and therefore but a poor ihelter for 
diftrelVd Nature to depend upoa We 
cannot but obferve that the State of 
Man is liable to be difturb'd and ruffled 
by every petty Accident. The Thief 
fhatt Steal, or the Fire confume, or 
feme hidden Canker eat up its Sub- 
fiance, before he is aware ; for could 
he defend or protect himfelf againtt 
thefe Violences, we may eafily believe 
he would not be wanting to his own 
Security • then what help or afliftance 
can we lend to the publick Pifafters 

of 
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of whole States and Kingdoms? If 
God refolve to deftroy Sodom , what 
Force or Stratagem fhall be able to pre* 
ferve it ? And when he commands the 
£word to deftroy, or the Peftilence to 
devour, can any Art or Power on Earth 
divert the Sentence, or remove the 
Scourge? We find indeed a fet of 
Worthies, in the old Teftament, who 
for the fignal Deliverances wrought by 
them, had the Honour to be ftyPa, 
what God is in the Text, the Saviours 
of their Country ; but they held their 
Title in Gods Right, and David and 
Jojhua had fought , and Samuel and 
yeptha councelM in vain, had not God 
profper'd both their Arms and Coun- 
cils for the good and refcue of his Peo- 
ple. Thus, when Phinehas pray'd and 
the Plague ceas'd, 'twas not the Prayer 
which ftop'd the Peftilence, but God's 
Bleffing upon it ; and all the Good 
which is done by thebeft,the wifeft,and 
the moft powerful Men on Earth, is 
by the direft Agency of Providence, 
which entrufts them as Inftruments to 
ferve her Ends: Well therefore might 
the Pfalmifi forbid us to put am trujfin 
Princes^ for there is no help in them. And 
We have the fam$ Reafon to take nor 
T 5 tice 
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tice of that more general Caution of 
the Prophet, Ceafe je from Mi» y whojt 
Bretth is in bis JSfojlrils, for where?** is 
he to be Accounted of? If. 2. 20. 

Upon the whole, tq conclude this 
Point, Inveft Man with what Power 
he wants or defires, and yet if he 
has not in his Hands the occasions and 
opportunities of employing it, he is 
ftill as helplefs, in refpect either of the 
publick or private Needs of Mankind, 
as if he were the weakeft and moft im- 
potent Being in the World; for if my 
Friend or Child is dying, when lam 
at the diftance of a tfyoufand Miles, 
what would it avail them or me, if 
I carried the moft infallible Medicine in 
my Pocket ? Or fuppofe the black Con- 
spiracy of this Day, had been known 
at Conftantinople, the Day or Week be- 
fore its defign'd Execution, how could 
the Blow have been prevented by any 
feafonable difcovery from that Quarter ? 
Unlefs therefore Man could fee from 
one end of Nature to the other, and 
command her Motions, and fupply the 
room of a God upon Earth, he can 
neither promife himfelf,nor ought others 
to expedt from him any other degree of 

Safety 
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Safety orProteftion, from the common 
Evils and Hazards of Life. 

I come now then to (hew, jdly, 
That as this Province belongs to God, 
fo has he given the World frequent 
Arguments of an Almighty Power in 
the refcue of his People from the moft 
eminent Dangers. We might refer for 
the proof of this Truth, to the provi- 
dential Inftances of Divine Mercy to 
the Perfons and States of (ingle and 
private Men, for whoever reads the 
fbrprizinaHiftoryof Jofeph's Advance- 
ment, otDamePs Deliverance, or the 
protection of three condemned Perfons, 
in the midft of the Flames: He that 
fhall contemplate the Cafe of one 
Prophet fed and nurs'd by Ravens, and 
of feveral, fuftain'd and Ihelter'd in 
a Cave from the Rage of their Pur- 
fuers, or fhall take the pains to fol- 
low the Traces of a kinder Provi- 
dence protecting the Perfons of goqd 
Men in all Arcs of the World ; will 
have before him the moft perfeft 
Landskip of an Almighty Power, Wif- 
dom and Goodnefs, in conjunction. 
But fo wide however, is the circle of 
Omnipotence, fo large and extenfive 

T 4 the 
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the Sphere of Gods Mercy and Good- 
nefs, that we need not confine our 
View to particular and private Exam* 
pies, for God has been in a moft fig- 
nal manner the Patron and Guardian 
of his whole Church, and when it 
was confinM to the Jewijh Nation^ 
His Power was as vifible, and as fre- 
quently exercised in its Prote&ion and 
Defence, as his Wifdom was in giv- 
ing it Laws, and prefcribing the Qr- 
(Jer and Oeconomy of it; if we take 
a furvey of the State of this People, 
when they groan'd under their Egyp- 
tian Servitude, their Fetters feem'd 
too ftropg to be broke, becaufe their 
Tyrant appeared too big to be coii* 
quer'd: But yet Almighty Wifdom 
contrived away for their Efcape, ancf 
Almighty Power gave Succefs to it; 
for by the fame Miracle of Providence, 
were Gods Enemies deftroy'd, and bis! 
Favourites fet ?t liberty : And whep 
the faftie People were etf pos'd to ah 
infinite variety of Hazards, ' in the 
courfe of A long March thro 7 a barren 
t)efert, the fame (Sod attended and 
preferv'd them thro 1 their whole Joun 
py, fed and fuftain'jd them by daily 
Miracles* and prote&ed them againff 
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the rage of Beafts , and the worfe 
effe&s of their own Mutiny and Dis- 
content, till at laft they arriv'd fafe 
in the Land of Prqmife ; Nor did the 
protecting Angel then forfake them, 
when Plenty crown'd their Tables , 
and Milk and Honey fiow'd round 
their Tents, for, in all their Wars with 
the Heathen Nations, 'twas God ftili 
that fought their Battles, and went 
put with their Armies, fo that if they 
aflaulted vaft multitudes with a fmall 
handful, or Befieg'd Cities, made by 
Mature and Art almoft irppregnable ; 
the Enemy fhould be baffl/d by their 
own frights, and their Walls fall down 
at the found of a Rams-horn ; but Pro- 
vidence would find a way toRefcueand 
Deliver his darling Favourites ! And 
altho' no Records c^n afford fo many 
eminent Footfteps of omnipotent Good- 
nefs, as the facred Writings, yet God 
lias never been \yanting in any Period 
of the World, to the fafety and pro- 
tection of iuch Kingdoms and States, 
as profefs'd his Religion, and walk'd ia 
his Fear. 'Tis not perhaps every Eye 
that can difcern the Signatures of Pro- 
vidence in the Government and De- 
fence of fuch large and publick Bodies, 

. .■ . J^ut 
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but we may eafily affirm, Thatunlefs the 
Lord keep the City, the Watchman waketh 
but in vain, Pfal. 127. i. and there 
could not one Common- Wealth, from 
the Grecian and Rowan, down to thefc 
times, have fubfifted on any other 
Bottom than the preferving Providence 
of God ; atleaft we of this Kingdom, 
have abundant Reafon to own, "tis of 
the Lord's Mercies that we were not 
confum'd, when Men, cruel and 
blood-thirfty Men rofe up againft us; 
for not to recount the inany memora- 
ble Deliverances vouchfafM to this Na- 
tion, the Signal Refcue of this Day, 
from the truly Hellifli Plot, defign'd by 
Powder, ought to lie deepeft in our 
Hearts, aijd ftand forrtioft in our An- 
nals too ; for the Power of God will 
appear wonderful in our Deliverance, 
whether we confider the gfeatnefs of 
our Danger, or the feafonablenefs of our 
Efcape: As for the Danger it felf, 'twas 
as formidable, as the Leagues of a fub- 
tle Party, influenced bv a cruel Religi- 
on, and cemented by folemn V6ws and 
Sacraments could make it. One would 
have thought by their villaqous Zeal 
to accomphfh this black Defiigni that 
the Jefuits concerned in it, ha:d bor- 
rowed 
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row'd their Model from the Complot- 
ters againft St. PtuPs Life, fo wreftlefs 
were they till the fatal Blow was over, 
and fo eager to try the moft deftru- 
ttive force of their own murderous In- 
vention. And fince fuch a Chock as 
this, muft have carried after it an uni- 
versal Ruin, fince the Laws, Lives, 
and Liberties, of fo many thoufands 
were wrapt up in the Succefs of this 
Defign, had not God thought fit to 
blaft and difappoint it by a Difcovery, 
as ftrange as formable; we might at 
this time have been lamenting the Fu- 
neral of a moft happy conftitution, and 
ferving B*d upon a falfe Altar, inftead 
,of paying the true God our thanks and 
praife in a decent, folemn and primi- 
tive way of Worfhip. But what yet 
advances the Honour of Gods Power 
and Goodnefs in our common Safety, 
is the feafonablenefs of the Deliverance 
it felf ; for we were reprievM in the ve- 
ry minute and article of Death, and 
pulTd as a Firebrand out of the Fire ; 
the happy prefaces of a wife Prince, 
join'd with the fortunate conftruftion 
of a dark Letter, occafion'd a timely 
Enquiry into this Mine of Darkneis, 

and 
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and when a defperate Mifcreant was 
juft going to Sacrifice himfejf, and an 
whole Kingdom, then did the Eye of 
Providence unveil the Scene, and dis- 
cover to us, iiot only our own Safety t 
but what Principles the Church of Rome 
deals in,and what Saints Iheownsl And 
ever bleffed be that God, who has ref- 
cu'd us from the Hands of thofeMen, 
whofe very Merties are cruel! may 
they live to R$tra& and Repent of fuch 
wicked Pra&ices, and may we by the 
Benefit of the fame Providentfe, forever 
efcape them ! 

But now having in fo copious a man- 
ner, proved the point of God's Omnipo- 
tence, Ifhafl befpeak your farther Pa- 
tience, 'till I have apply'd th^ Bq&rinej 
in pne or two Inferences. 

And the firft pra&ical Inftru&ioa 
which it fecms to offer us, is a very 
high and awful Regard to the IVfajefty 
of a Being, who is cloattfd ttrith Pvnw 
as with a Garment ; we are apt to relppft 
the Enfigns of Power and Sovereignty, 
tho' plac'd in frail and mortal Crea- 
tures, with a very profound Veneration, 
and the more hurq or good we are capa- 

blc 
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ble of receiving from thofe above us, 
the more do we commonly diftinguifh 
them by our Fear orEfteem. But what 
manner of Proportion can the fcanty 
and limited, the deriv*d and dependant 
Power of Man, bear to the unbounded 
and original Sovereignty of God ? As 
therefore Divine Power exceeds Human, 
as far as finite and infinite can differ* 
fo ibould we dread and reverfe the one* 
in an infinite Proportion beyond the 
other j efpeciajly when the Omnipo- 
tence of God, may, if it pleafe, exert 
it felf in the Ruin or Annihilation of 
Sinful Man, fince his Anger is equally 
Almighty, as his Goodnefs ! How 
ought we to have before our Eyes the 
fear and dread of this Attribute r And 
not dare to provoke a Being who can 
Waft us into nothing with the leaft 
Breath of his Difpleafure ? If an Ear- 
thy Kings Wrath be as the MefTenger 
of Death, who then can Hand before 
the King of Kings when he is Angry, 
or would ever be fo hardy to tempt 
that Wrath,, which is a confuming Fire? 
7 Twas a wife and merciful Advice of our 
Saviour, to bid us, Fear him that could 
deftroj both Body and Soul in Hell, Mat^ 
10. 28. And therefore for Men to live 

and 
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and aft, without a due Senfe of this 
Attribute, and either to value their own 
Strength or Power, as to contemn God's, 
is fuch a degree of Stupidity, as muft 
and will be awaken'd by a very fear- 
ful Doom. 

But a 2d Inference to be drawn from 
the Doftrine of an Almighty Power, 
confider'd together with Man's wants 
and weaknefles, is the great Reafon we 
have, upon this Account, to repofe a 
moft free, cheerful and abfolute Confi- 
dence in God, and to place ourPer- 
fons and Affairs in his Hands, with 
a firm and entire Refignation ; for 
if God be Almighty, where can we 
be fafer than under the fheiter of Om- 
nipotence? Or why Jbould we fear 
what Man can do unto us , when 
God y who holds the very Hearts of 
Men in his Hand , vouchfafes to be 
our Sajeguard and Defence ? EJpecdaBj 
when God hath done fo great things 
already for us, whereof we rejoice ; Jince 
he has fo wonderfully delivered us from 
the Teeth of the Lion, and the Paws 
of the Bear , and heard us , as the 
Royal Prophet delights to phrafe it, 
from among the Horns of the Vpicorm ; 

what 
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what better ground of future Comforts 
and Reliance could a moft glorious 
Providence have fupplied us with ? In 
a word , as God is Omnipotent fo 
he can fave us in all Dangers, and 
free and refcue us in every Diftrefs; 
and as he is Gracious, he will do fo. 
But then our Cafe muft be, not to 
diftruft his Power or Gopdnefs ; not 
to mifplace our confidence , or at- 
tempt by ill Arts and Methods, to be- 
come our own Saviours. For then 
may we furely expeQ: to Periflh, and 
Miicarry, when ever we remove our 
Hope from the true, fole and prbper 
Object of it. 

But laftly, and to conclude, fince 
we have felt and tafted by a blefled 
Experiment, that God is infinite in Power y 
and cm do Wonders, fhould not this ex- 
cite us to praife and adore that glori- 
ous Attribute* and exalt that Power 
which has rais'd us up from the Duff: 
of Death, and the very Pit of De- 
ftru&ion ! 'Twas the pious Cuftom of 
the Jewifh Church , and 'tis now the 
pra&ice of all Chriftian and well-go- 
vern'd States, to appoint Seafons of 
publick and folemn Thahkfgivings, for 

Na- 
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National or Publick Mercies -, an/d /e* 
veral of the Pfalms pf .Qavid, (efpeci- 
ally that recited in the firft Leffon for 
the Morning Service of this Day) are 
Hymns of Praife for the feveral gra* 
tions Deliverances vouchfafed x to tht 
jewifh Chiirchand Nations.* And in- 
deed no Ditty is moVe decent in iti 
felf, or more pleafing to God, than 
return of traife for Mercies received, 
For it become th well thejufi to be thankful. 
But then 'tis not the meer verbal 
acknowledgements of our Lips, that 
will recommend our Gratitude, for to 
ipeak our Hearts affe&ed with the 
goodnefs of God, (and 'tis the Since- 
rity of that which confecratcs all our 
Devotions) we muft live and a£fc as 
Perfons diftinguilh'd and prefer v d by 
a wonderful Deliverance. We muft 
neither grew wanton by Impunity, nor 
fupine andcarelefs, for the fafety we 
enjoy. For fhould we abufe Gods 
Mercies by Vice and Profanefs, and 
thwart the ends of his Providence, by 
Strife and Sedition, by private Dif- 
fcntions or open Rebellion ; a worfe 
thing may yet happen to usj and a 
provoked Vengeance may yet arife to 
deftroy both us and our Sovereign ; 

let 
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lee us then at leaft for out own Sakes,dif- 
card thofe Principles, which tend to the 
divifion and ruin both of Church and 
State, for fince God has puniiH'd us lefs 
than ourIniquitiesdeferve,and has grant- 
ed us fuch a Deliverance as this, nothing 
can juftifie out joining again with the 
fame People, in the fame Abomination. 

To conclude therefore, Let everyone 
Of us (hare the Blefled Fruit of our De- 
liverance in a thorough and hearty Re- 
formation ; let us Fear God r Honour the 
Queen, And not meddle with thofe that Are 
given to change ; and tb induce the God 
of all Power and Might to defend our 
Ferfons, and preferve our Eftatesand 
proted our Religion, be it pur con- 
itant Care to improve and cultivate the 
three great Duties of Devotion towards 
God, tubraiflion to our GoVernours,and 
Brotherly Love and Charity One toward 
another. 



V S fi'ft- 

L 
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SERMON Xn. 



1. CORINTH. 1 a. 7. 

j9«f the Manifejlation of the Spi- 
rit is given to every Man to profit 
withal. 



'HpiS the profefs'd defign of the 
K Apoftle thro' this whole Chap- 
ter, Firft, to defcribe the Office and 
Character of the feveral Minifters and 
Stewards of the Myfteries of God, and 
then to reprefent the variety and ex- 
cellence of thofe Graces, which ferv'd 
to adorn their Funftions, and fupport 
their Miniftry. 

According to this View,he begins the 
Chapter with a feafonable Advice to 
fome Chriftian Converts, who might 
not perhaps be fo well fettled in their 
new *Faith, that they would be very 
U 2 care- 
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careful to diftinguifh the nature of fuch 
Gifts, and that as well from the end, 
the ufe and exercife of the Gifts them* 
felves, as from the Lives, AGrions and 
Deportments of fuch, as either in 
Reality orPretence, laid claim to them ; 
and the Reafon of this Admonition 
feems to be grounded on the 2d Verfe, 
where hie tells them, that whilft they 
remained in a State of Gentilifm (whicn 
in other places is calPd a State of 
Darkncls apd Ignorance) they miftook 
the Anfwers of their Pagan Oracies, 
for divine Infpirations, and fupposM 
that to be the Spirit of God, which 
was in good earneft, but the meer 
delufionof that wicked Spirit, the De- 
vil; And fince the worft of Men, fuch 
as Simon Magus, and others, had pre- 
tended to vte with the Apples, in 
thofe Gift and Operations that came 
down from Heaven (as at this Seafon) 
St. PauI judged it very requifite to clear 
the Minds of his Followers from any 
mifhke in this Matter, by defcribing 
the Spiritual Graces, defcending from 
the Holy Ghoft, in fuch a manner^ 
that the Apoftles and true Miniftcrs 
of the Church , might be vifiWy 

diftin- 
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iJiftiqguiflfd from Jropoftors and Coun- 
Iferfta^i Accordingly be appeal* Vtrfc 
4± m the, variety o$ fteGiftM&tftnfelves, 
^wittch though differing in kind, -were 
yet but one in their Source and Original, 
and came down from the fame Fountain 
pf Light* the Holy 8fpit?t; thi^wiasriftat 
glorictojSpiritwbichon the Day of Pen* 
ticoft affum'd the vifible form of cloven 
Tongues , and at once fat jupon.Jfche 
pleads, and infp>ir?d the Hearts of the 
Jftoly Apoftles; 'twas. the very Spirit 
promised under the notion of a Comfor- 
ter, by our bleffed Saviour, when he 
j#asapout to leave the World/ and a 
forrpwfai Family of Servants behind 
foijpj in a word, 'twas this fame Holy 
Ghqft, the bleffed Spirit of the Father 
and the Son, to whom we owe .all the 
happy and wonderful effefts of this Day, 
apt omy the appointment of Prophets, 
Apoftles, Teachers; and Minifters in the 
Church of God, bur all thofe Graces and 
Operations, whether publickor private, 
by which the Foundation of the Church 
Vfas laid at; firft, and l ^e whole Fa- 
brick has been ftrengthen'd and pro- 
niotsd ever fiheii. For 'twas indeed 
for the advancement of Chriftianity^ in 
$1 the. parts and branches of it, that 

U j this 
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this great Pr ifriledgs was donfer^ arid 
this is what the wordfcof my Test <Jd 
more immediately 1 point at ; F<ur<to?i«*. 
mfeftitidn cf the SpirM it igive* Jt> evUQ 
ottetoprojtwitbd. ' ; 

In difcourfing upon which Pattage | 
&all choofc to Mow this Method •" : 

1 To explain the eriie Import of the 
Words, and thereby the Nature 
of that great ^rivitedge contained U 
them. > ' ' ' r ' : . ' 

II. T6 reprefent from the Words 
themfelves, the main End and Pu'rjjofe^ 
for which God was pleas'd in fo various 
a manner to difpenfe this Benefit to the 
World. And 

III. To lay before you the proper 
Ufesthat;we are inftruded to make of 
foamplea Priviledge. And 

I. In order to explain the genuine 
meaning of tbisPaflage, I muft'tafe* 
notice, that in the Language of Scrip- 
ture, the Spirit is often! made ufe of 
to denote, not the Perfbn of theffo- 
ly Ghoft, the third in thewder of the 
?"."; Bleffed 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Sermm Twelfth. 295 

Bieflfed Trinity, but the Gifts and Gra- 
ces^ the Ads and Operations proceed- 
ing from him; and though ib alt thofe 
Scriptures wbete the Word is us*d, 'tis 
cleair from the Context, in what 
Senfe it ought to be taken, whither 
for the Holy Ghoft himfelf, the Prin- 
ciple of the new life in Chriftians, or , 
cue for thofe Graces and Qualifica- 
tions; which are the Signs and the 
Ftfuits of it ; yet Men of ill arid per- 
Verfe Minds have made 4 fturvy ufe 
of this mix'd and general way of in- 
terpreting the Word, and have inferred 
from hence^ though very erroneously, 
that the Holy Spirit is not a Perfon 
or Being diftihft by himfelf, but: 
gather a mode or quality , iach as 
•we may take the. Faculties; of the 
Human Soul to be. But I prefume, 
this wilful Error (for fuch I .conceive 
it) is abundantly confuted from feve>- 
j-ai Veffes in this Chapter, befides 
the, cited one in my Text ; for as at 
Jbhe 5th and 6th Verfes we find that 
*he Gifts and Ornaments therementi- 
onU are a quite different thing .from 
-that Principle (the Spirit of Grace) 
from which they flow, fo may we 
coHeflt from the Phrafe made ufe of 
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in my Text ; ( The manifeftttien of the 
$ ftr if) that thereby we intended, not 
only the Talents and Capacities which 
were in a fupernatural way confer'd 
on Mankind; But the Author like- 
wife and Giver of thofe good Gifts, 
even God the Hot) Gbofi, who f reced- 
ing from the Father and the Son, was 
by the Content of both, defign'd the 
Inftrument of our Salification and 
Bleuednefc: Now that which may in- 
duce us to believe that the Perfon and 
Deity of the Holy Spirit is meant in 
this place, is the Term here us'd of 
his Manifeftation, or Difcovcry to 
the World; which feems very clear- 
ly -and dire&ly to allude to the pub- 
lick and yinble defcent of the Holy 
Ghoft, (as upon this Day); for what- 
ever Powers the Apoftles, or other 
Holy Perfons, might have been aftm 
aUy invefted with, or whatever great 
or amazing things they might have 
performed in virtue of thefc- Powers 
bellow'd on them, yet this could 
not have been ftifd properly the M& 
nifefUtion of the Spirit, had not there 
/ been 4bme confpicuous and extraordi- 
nary Appearance; which by convey- 
ing this Capacity in fach a way, and 
*'•'»; -'•''. ■ .- • '•■ ; • at 

Digitized by VjOOQ l€ 



» mi l ' ■ ■ I ■ i ■ ■ 

Sermon T welfth. lyy 

at fuch a time, was therefore a fuf- 
ficient Warrant that fuch Works and 
Operations were derived from fuch a 
Power op Principle working in, and 
conferred upop thefe very Perfons ; we 
may than gather from the Words, that 
not only were the Works manifeft, 
which the Apoftles wrought by the 
efficacy of the Spirit, But the Spirit it 
felf was Manifeft tikemfe by which thofb 
Works were performed ; and this exaftly 
quadrates with the Phrafe of God ma- 
nifeft in the Flefb\ i.Tim. 3. 16. By 
which we can understand npthinglefs, 
than the Birth of Chrift, publickly de- 
clared by Signs and Wonders in the 
firft Place, and in the other the real 
and vifible defcent of the Holy Ghoft, 
in a general AfTembly of Jews and 
Gentiles, attheFeaftof Penticoft. 

All that remains for the clearing this 
Paffage , is to expound that part of 
the Paragraph, which tells us, that 
the Holy Ghoft was given to every Man, 
(that is to every Man, to whom it 
Was manifeft in lb fpecial publick a 
manner) to profit withal. And this in- 
deed feems to carry its own Interpre- 
tation with it, for can we conceive 

that 
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that God intended fo uncommon a fa- 
tour fo extraordinary an event for any 
thing but the Good and Benefit of 
the World ? As He gave kit Son, tint, 
all Men might be f&vd ; fo he fit** bis 
Spirit, thatm might be firfi Sanctified in 
order to our Salvation. To this End r 
every Gift and Miracle of the Holy 
Ghoft was principally to ferve, and by 
this Tendency were the Aftions and 
Operations of Chrifts Followers to dt- 
ftinguifh themfelves (as by a certain 
Teft and Criterion ) from the Joggles 
and Artifices of the Heathen Sorcerers 5 
their fcope and end, \ their Method an<$ 
Proceedure, was quite another thing 
than the amufement of Mens Minds, 
and the abufe of their Judgments by 
Tricks and fallacies ; and that this 
Spirit of Truth, might for eves ftand 
diftinguifh'd from the Spirit of Error, 
we find the purchafe of it was pro- 
poune'd impoffible to one, who had 
done mighty Feats, thro* that ill Spirit 
be was poffefs'd of; but could not 
rival thaleaft A£fc performed by thqfe 
who hid the Spirit of God to aftuate 
and affift them. Having thus briefly 
explained the Words, I defcend in the 
fecond place to reprefewt from them 
: the 
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the main end and purpofiefbr. which 
0od was pleated in to variousra mariner 
to difpenfe this great Benefit to the 
World : Now as the Text exprefly de : 
dares that they were given to profit with- 
«*/, (b I ftiall attempt to prove that they 
were a&ually ufeful or profitable in a 
double Refpeft. 

• ; i. To the 'World in general, by the 
©onveifiofl-of fo great ■•& part of it tb 
Chriftiank^! J And ; f 

- 2. To the Pofleflets themfeljres, as 
they tended to promote their own prii 
Vate Comfort and Edification 1 . . 

- Firft then, the profit or advantage of 
the wonderful Gifts beftowM and fhow- 
ct'd down upon this Day, werepublick 
and general,- and fodefigh'd to* be : To 
inake good which Truth, it will be con- 
venient to reprefent thefe Gifts under 
([heir common diftin&ion of Ordinary 
imd Extraordinary , and then fhew 
which of thefe were principally intend- 
ed to promote this End, and how far 
they did, a^d were capable of doing 
ft). As. for the ordinary Graces of -the 
Spirit, common to all Chriftians, and 
*■■■" '•■ ■ the 
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phe conftant afld ,£Qptinu 7 d eftu^es of 
this Principle upon jth^A^cfc, fojch 
as FaithTa^d 4wanpe t ^ej%itanceai#} 
Divine Loye, fs t^iefe have no mentiop 
made'of ''tnjeijoL in the Catalogue of 
pivine Gifts recorded in this Chapter, 
fo had they indeed j>ujc a remoter 
Tendency* to introduce and fettle our 
Saviours Religion in the World; they 
\vere of a more private Nature, and 
peing tranfa&ed chiefly between £od, 
and theConfcienceof evetygc^Afeg^ 
had not that wide Sphere to ad in f and 
fo came fhqrt of that greater syad uni- 
verfal Influence, which tfrofe of th<j 
other kind were^Blefled wi$h ; though 
in Truth the raoft private Graces of 
4uch as lived up tojhe rules; of their 
#aith, carried a Luftre with^ them t 
which tempted^ others to Tjionpur ah4 
imitate their Converfation, and there- 
by to glorify God, who had given fuch 
G}fts unto Men ; but whajeyer good 
was done in this way, we ,are amjr'd 
$f the wonderful and amazingSuccefle$ 
which attended the effuflon of ; {{ip Hck 
ly Ghoft in that extraojdip^ map- 
iier already mentioned, the Gifts of 
which being fa many andVvapqus; % 
fliall only meiition three^out - of'thcm, 

which 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SermonTwelftb. 301 

which I look on to have been in a 
very fignal manner beneficial to the 
World ; thefe were the Gift of Infpira- 
•ion^of Tongues, and of Miracles: As 
for that of Infpiration (by which I 
underftand the Holy Spirits immediate 
diftating to the Minds of the Apoftles, 
whatever was necelTary to be known 
by them, or taught to others) 'twas 
a Gift certainly of mighty ufe and lin- 
gular efficacy ; for fince the Difciples 
of our Lord were Ignorant in many 
things, before his departure, and had 
thro v Human Frailty dropt many of 
thofe faving Truths, and wholfome 
Inftru&ions, which were fo requifite 
in their future Million, when they were 
to be fent on the blefled Errand of 
converting the World ; was it not a 
nioft glorious Advantage to find them- 
felves infpired from above? To dif- 
cern by a Light from Heaven the 
Truth, Extent and Nature of every 
Do&rine and Precept of their Matters 
Gofpel, to perceive themfelves inabled 
to explain the whole Will of God, and 
among the reft , that great Secret of 
the Refurre&ion, which had before fb 
puzzi'd their Faith, and gravei'd their 
Under/landing? Since every Article irt 

our 
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our Chriftian Creed, every Prophe- 
cy in the Old Teftament, and every 
Commandment in the New were to be 
expanded and laid open to one or 
other of Mankind, 'twas doubtiefi an 
excellent Means to this End, that tfeefe 
Perfons defignM by God to plant the 
Gofpel, were fo fully Inftituted in every 
part of their new Charge, as to be able, 
iti a certain and moft infallible Way, to 
inform others in the Duties and Do&rines 
neceflary to Salvation. Had they at- 
tempted fuch a defign without a Spirit 
above what is in Man, to guide and di- 
reft them, they muft of courfe have led 
the World in Error and Darknefs, and 
when the Blind lead the Blind, we are 
taught the Fate of both, from our Savi- 
our himfelf, Mat. 15. 10. But as they 
had the Holy Ghoft for their Guide, and 
him for their Pattern, who ftyks himfelf 
the Way, the Truth* and the Life, they 
could not fail of being true Lights andjafe 
duiders to Salvation ; where Men would 
take care to follow their Steps, and obey 
their Directions. But then as Infpiration 
was fo very beneficial to the Conversion 
of Mankind,fo had the Gift vf Tongues an 
equal tendency the fame way. 'Tis to be 
confider'd, that the World is canton'd 

into 
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4dtb a\gf&tf inahy Eabcv dnd ever fincfe 
rthettnhftgpy -ftojcfltof JS**^ as much 
divided iidHoa5ftgu«gesi as iri Climatefe 
?rtd CoitottwsT f« that riofturaane PcMr- 
>er bc»i l^Ut^^^^a^ace^aii iXn i ver (at Rd- 
ligkh* '^toatar lof ^st^krirfrain Speech 
laad Dial*£fcf ^»kj^rive^fjbe3ubfta:BCc of 
i^to thd^fl|i^of 'Mttn^^qr admitting 
ith© T*r*fr* ©pd^rf/iikryqrtiabjlivfc in the 
Mnd^iCdM&af L tbte fWorld^ fhoukl 
feear<of kinewn and b?ttetJ/Faith than 
fthe jr prttfeis* attd fhcw dknifei ves ne*re 
lib weft inclined to tfrhbraceit, 'twere 
jnorafiy impoffibfe to convert the Men 
,in any Languaigi bufcdkeir owa, and to 
gain that would be a Bufinefs of infiniti 
c £am$, TcaVdlandEocpence; but there- 
fore to remedy fuch Incqnvenibnces, arij 
to remove ajfl Obftru&ions which might 
hinder the Progrefs of the Do&rine of 
Sal vation,the fame Bleffed Spirit which 
e*Ught*?edsht r UnderjlAneltttgs of the Apo* 
files, wasrpleasM to impregnate their 
Tongues too, and fend them a Faculty 
of. fpeaking Languages they had never 
learnt, and of teaching: Perfons of \riie 
moft diftant Nations , in the vetf 
Tongue and Diak£b they Were Bora 
with; the Languages of the Eaft and 
Weft were .now reconciled, and as 
if the Earth had regained its Blefling, of 

being 
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J»i6g.ofortffi8ppoQh^ vtl»iHifloffiw6 thfe 
day mftM-n^ii^itltotP^^^jiBfl.A/^, 
.CrtfrcaiJd^e^/^aJli^dJfi tht&ite 

4?M£AndtMsiyrwi^ij&flp^^ 
ddfuiphfeftferiuvlri® ddpOTfe-fthtg/^^- 
'w»*rf tBeGo^*vE6^#^jfei^^ 

•For is diaieiB^^dvkJktwat^for^wl * 
Aangeiandlincrfd aAlffcmhlgBicfoOi frJatiatis 
andCouBttiesjjipdnjthk nusacutousoeeai- 
ikm* <ftwfliftaktei|tthdjBftnpfi»lrf; ■ jt^aurf 
sajrr^hopnieaJia&i&iaw 
iwa*rJ^rraaoby«benhdiifca^ Waft 

had in?* ©odii«n^)kafi(LtoaQ juMiracte 
fowlidrdnjpMiwpttdnlcao&^iivgr^^ $ 
fail: thenibfluingj taken ; fq taraedcrfcl _* 
GqiHfefaaccwvBai the;Wbtfl^ vefhall be 
toe fefs tin$iria?tt at thir sffeft of ir mea» 
tioh'd Jfii ^4*^ ^ThatanMefapffe day nm 
duUfidjaJko Qktixek <tbe*tjtht6t>thoufatU 
$a*fr. Gffucifo If fe ariAEffips^r,wa>tlic 
Qifief^Tmiitak\ ito t&e Pfa«tiag.aod &&- 
rfiagrthe-Gofpdb;. ai?d may ivgootafcribc 
thfelajne Poraaft Q> the Gi£ tfMirsc&stsxiil 
X think the fern? at leaft, if. not a, much 
erea|er ; -for ehe$a vtere. ttfe bay ScaUxjf 
the Apoflle > 8 Comroiilujji, iiottonly bay 
tainTetts, of the Truths of , their Dtil 
i » . , dcinesi 
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Qxinesy but Credentials of their Divinity 
to6 \ In a word, they were evident To- 
kens that the Do&rines confirnlM by 
them came frbm God, and that the Per- 
fons who taught them, were eriiploy'd 
by God, andkttedirihis Name. And in- 
deed, fince the Dofltrines of Faith and Rei 
pentance, were ftartling Novelties to i 
great part of the World,and fince fafliori 
and Prejudice have fo great a fhare and 
intereij in Meri, I cannot fee how a new 
Religion could have been fettled (efpe- 
tiallypne that confronted the Fopperiei 
and&iperfHtiotis of all the Old)" without 
Miracles to confirm it. And we may 
toricerve this to be the reafon, why aft 
Impoftors, of t;he Preachers of falfc Reli- 
gions, have at leaft pretended to work 
Wonders, thereby to gain fome Autho- 
rity to them ; for doubtlefs, Works' per- 
formM above, the Force of Nature, td 
good and excellent Ends, by holy Men, 
and in (Sod's Name, muft give Credit 
ind Countenance to thofe Dottrines they 
wait upon. ' : And thus qualified wereth6 
miraculous Gifts conferrd upon this day ; 
thiey carried with them all the Marks and 
Characters of Wifd6m and Piety, Mer- 
cy and Beneficendf, ahd^feemM all in- 
tended as Favours and Cqurtefies to the 
f • ■ ■ • X * "'* ; Soufc 
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Souls and Bodies of Men ; to heal the 
Sick* and cure Difeafes with a touch ; to 
caft out DevUs with a word ; to reftore 
Eyes to the mind, Feet to the Lame, and 
even life itfelf to thofe that were rotting 
in the Grave; befides that, they di fco- 
vcred a Divine Power afting in and by 
thofe who performM thefe things ; they 
had this farther to recommend them, and 
the Faith they introduced, that each of 
thefe Miracles pointed at the main Defigo 
of our Saviours coming in Perfon, and 
lending the Holy Gh oft to fucceed hiro; 
I mean, the Cure of our Spiritual Mala* 
dies; tfie removing the Leproiftes and 
Ulcers which Sin had left upon the Coo* 
(cien^es of Men, and the Renewing thofe 
wilowere dead in Trefpaffes and Sins, w 
a lite of Cract And Righteoufnefs, And 
fince Miracles had fuch a blefied Tenden- 
cy as this, who can deny but they were 
onpurpofe raanifefted, as all other Gifts 
of the Spirit were, to profit withal ? Nor 
did the profit of them lay itfelf out entire- 
ly upon tKei Publick, but, I obfefve, St- 
tondlu. That even the private Poffeflbrs 
of tnefe Gifts and Graces, did actually 
thrive upop, and were gainers by them ; 
fob Vwas iowpffible they could be confti- 
ous to themfefves of fuch infusM Powers 

to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



_ Sermon Twelfth. g07 

tg Wftrfc W^der?, and profelite whole 
NfctyQQS r ?nd not entertain an Holy 
Joy 01*4 Trjyqaph of Spirit in the Con- 
csraplatjon of \o diftinguifliing a Fri- 
yilsge. It could not but yield them a 
ipighty Comfort and Edification, to 
p^rpeive fuch a glorious Light dart in 
upon their Minds, as rcvivM their Me- 
mories, clarified their Underftandings, 
4&ld enlarged and refrefhM every Facul- 
ty belonging to them; to know Ctmji 
und him Crucified^ St. Pml pronounces 
the fceft Wifdom, 3 nd for that Reafon 
'twas the greateft Inftrument of Ad- 
V(Utt$ge to the Apoftles and others thus 
%&fg'wsd f that they were ©biS'&qlxJch, 
taught from above, and had fuch an 
UM^piate view of the Nature and Mind 
of Gpd, that they could not but adore 
and g tori fie him in the mod awful 
ipanner, and by that means Edifie 
th$njfclves and all about them; but 
thip tteing fo clear and obviousa Truth, 
that the Peribns fharing in thefe Gifts 
4id, and were defign'd to Profit them- 
&lpts, as well as others by them, I 
f^all pow defcend in the third and laft 
p&#e, to apply the whole m fome In- 
Spcpqces which do immediately refult 
ffp» theft Do&rines. 
. j, X 2 i. Since 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



Sermm.Trvelfth. 



! Since God was pleas'd to ibower 
down as upon thisDayyfuch avaritty 
of Gifts and Graces, do we not tKen 
tfand indebted to o his doodn^j, the 
lameft Sum of Praife and Graetode, 
aofooght not the profeflions of our 
Sds to exprefs the tbankfulnefs tf 
ouf Heans, upon thisblefled Occafioa? 
Indeed there is not one part or circum- 
fiance of our Redemption but calls for 
our Praife and Wonder, and if we are 
to thank God for the Incarnation of 
*,&£ fave the WW, forltfsE* 
ample to inftrua and encourage^ 
Db?dience,and for hisT^ath ahd.^fur- 
teftionas themeans^andrthe earneftof 
our iuture Blenednefs,foare wetoadore 
andmagnifiemsGoodnefs for them* 
fion of the Hbty Ghoff to guide, com- 
fort and fupportus; artd for att*hofe 
Bleffed Influences, .whereby .^e are 
fuftainM and affifted m an the Go* 
Aids of ou/Chriftian Warfa^j'todat 
laft brought off more;; thah^Gbnque- 
rors through him thaHp^d us* 'T.s 
worth ou? while torefleft (and; then 
I'm fure the Refleaion mUft kmdk u< 
into Raptures of Love/and ?raife) ho* 
forlorn and defperate the S £te of. Man 
kind was before the comu*gt>f Chrrfr 
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The World lay %ken invelopSd in a, 
noft pityaWe Ignorance; Men knew 
ft tie of their Duty, and pra&is'd'lefs, 
ind (to ufe the Apoftles Phrafe) Tbej 
ii/*d without God in the World ; on this 
Account we find the condition of die 
^ei^fciles defcrib'd by a State of Dark- 
ftfs and the Shado/v of Death y Luke ?• 
79. Thefe I think were very frightful 
[mag^s of theinState : IsTay eyenafter 
I Saviour was born to Mankindy the 
cafluencq of his Praftice and Example 
jvas confin'd within the Laqd of. f>- 
UfliM) and hi? Miracles pent upK with- 
in a narrow Circurafereiy:e ; whereas 
upon hi$ Commiffian tqhis Difciples to 
Profeliteand $apti£f all Nation$,and the 
Seal oftjieSpirkheftQwM upon -them to 
warrant this Cpmraiflioq, the, Church, 
foon g^therM a plentiful Harvefiof £on«* 
vcyts^n^ Beliqv^rs weye d^ily ^dded un- 
to it; , w^H therefore ix#y w,e .Pfaife 
the infinity Gp<»dnefs,of (Sod for confer- 
ing thofe . pifts on , the Apoftfejr; ^o4 
others, to thp efficacy of WW* Jhe 
Faith and Hope of £$}igvers. is entirely 
owing, Fqr as St. ?u4 argues ifew.; 10. 
14. Ha* t coyld the War ld~ have evqr be* 
liev 7 4 without a Preacher ? and how could 
they have Pteach'&witfiouj, they had been 
fintl to which I will venture tofub- 

X j join 
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join, and what would their Preaching 
have avail'd, without the concurrence 
of Tongues ao)l Miracles, Prophecy 
and Inspiration, to recommend it? 

But2dly, Did kpleafeGod to con- 
fer fo ttlany and h wonderful Gife 
upon this Day, how Zealoufly then 
fhould we pray that he would vouch* 
fefe to fend this Spirit of Grace into 
Our Efearts, and thereby cleance us 
from all Jfttthioefs both of Fkih and 
Spirit ? I do not here direft you to 
hope pt pray for thole eminent and An- 
gular Gifts, recorded in the Chapter 
of my Text, for they were peculiar 
to the Times and Pedons when, and 
on whom they Were beftow'd, and 
therefore *tis 00 better than a wUd En- 
thufiafin' in too many among as, to 
pretend to Talents they are not Mail- 
ers of, and to exercife die Gifts of J 
Paftors and Teachers, which no Spirit 
but that of Pride and Difiention has con- 
lertl upon them. In this Cafe every 
Man w to ad according to the meafure 
of Grace and proportion of Faith dealt 
out to him, not to invade the Mini- 
ftry without a Call, but to obey thofe 
that watch over their Souls, and have 

the 
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theKeys of Knowledge intruded to them. 
put the Graces for which we are to 
contend at the Throne of Grace, are 
thofe of a found Faith, and pure Hope, 
and an ardent Charity ; the Spirit we 
jare to invite as a conftant Guefs and In- 
mate, is the Spirit of Peace and Love, 
WifiJom and Council, Humility and 
Patience ; and as we are allured the 
Father will grant this Holy Spirit to 
&H that ask it, fomay we reft as fully 
perfwaded, that without it we cannot 
think a good Thought, perform a good 
JV&ion, or make our felves in any 
clegree acceptable to God. In a word, 
Vis this Blefled Spirit that guides and 
3ire£ks us in every Duty, that fupports 
*n4 relieves us under every preflure 
and affliction, and that fanaifies and 
feals us to the day of Redemption, fo 
tfiat this is a Treafure very well worth 
feekiog for, efpecially when by feeking 
we fhall certainly find ; and if we <5o 
riot dofo, we fhall Want all that Illumi- 
nation and Comfort,' which diftinguiih- 
es the Chriftian from the Heathen 
$tate. :; ' ' 

iBiit jdly, Since for our Ufe and Be- 
1 nefit God vouchfafd fo wonderful an 

X 4 " ' ' Kffufi- 
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Effufioq of the Spirit, fhould opt we 
then, who enjoy the Light of it in the 
Gofpel of Chrift, JValk as Children ?f 
the Light, and bring forth the Fruits of 
the Spirit in all the Parts and Inflames of 
an Holy Converfation \ fince the Gifts 
of this Day were given to profit withal? 
l*he Lives and A&iqris of Chriftians 
lhould make it appear that the Spirit 
of God is a moft prevailing Principle, 
and that the Grace of God has not 
been beftow'd upon them in vain : To 
fay Truth, it were but a mockery of 
God to implore the Afliftance of his 
Holy Spirit, and not walk fuitably to 
its' divine and fan&ifying Impreflions. 
Improvement is the proper ufe of every 
natural Talent, and if we fhall give a 
fevere Account of the £bufe ormifmar^ 
agement of Strength, Health or Beauty, 
we mu(l not ^xpeft tg efcape, if we 
$& in defiance to that Spirit of Grace, 
whichif duly attended, would advance 
and eftabiiflb us in every good Word 
^ind Work* Beficjes, do we not do 
the greateftdiflhojjour to God, in act- 
ing contrary to the good Motions Y>f 
pur tylipds ? When he Ijas been fo,gra^~ 
ciousas to' fix his Refidence (as it $ere) 
within us \ and to whiter J pious 

Thought^ 
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Thoughts and wholfdm Counfels to out* 
$ouls, it niuft be a provoking Ingrati- 
tude to be deaf to this inward Charmer, 
4nd notprpduce Fruits worthy of that 
Spirit we are a&ed by ? 

jLet us liften to the Apoftlc, and he will 
tell us the Fate of fuch as are guilty of 
fuch a Profanation ; If any man, lays he; , 
flefile the Temple of God, him fb all God de- 
Jlroy. And the Reafon he fubjoyns in 
the next Claufe ; for the Temple of God is 
T^oljfj 1 Cor. 3. 17. whofe Temple ye are. 
If then we are a&ed, fupported, and in* 
fluencM by a Spirit better than our own, 
it highly concerns us not to grieve or 
quench, but rather to cherifh and im- 
prove this Principle by all the methods 
we can. And would we nourifh and[ 
j£hiate all the Graces of the Divine Life, 
to as to becpme perfect Men in Chrift 
jfefus, let us confult the Scriptures, 
thofe Oracles of God, and Treafiiries of 
the Spirit; let us always attend upoji 
Religious Duties, and wait upon God in 
the Ordinances of his Church, and then 
he. will not fail to be prefent with us, and 
ihlpire our, Minds with Zeal and Love, 
with Repentance and Humility, and eve- 
ry Grace he delights in, efpecially if we 
<u*e careful to make frequent and folema 

• * .' Ap- 
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Approaches to the Holy Table ~; Tor there 
be has appoipted to meet us, and to en- 
tertain 4* J&MW»/7 and [fir it u at Inter cmrfe 
without Minis. Here y m x that by the 
Exercife of our Graces, we renew and 
confirm them, wid 7 like good Stewards, 
ijcteive our Talents doubled to us ; For 
^rho, that duly attends the Holy Saqra- 
raent, doe? not perceive, befides the fe- 
rret Tide of Joy and Comfort fpringtng 
\ip within, that his Faith is ftrengthned, 
his Hope enlivened s and his Charity in- 
flam'd ? So that 'tis iiot more true, that 
the ProfefTors of a Spiritual Religion^ 
ought to ad up, to the Laws of it, than 
'tis likewife, mat the Spiritual Life is 
beft fiiftainM by an holy Communion' 
with God, in all the Farts and Offices of 
his Worfhip. To conclude, fince God 
has dealt out the gifts of his S fir it without 
meafure, and is always ready tofupfly a $pir 
rit of comfort to the afflicted, as weft as mfl 
dom and counfel to the ignorant or tnijguidedy 
Ihould we not, in the Senfe of this Pri vi* 
ledge, endeavour to foffefs our Souls id 
patience, and bear every Crofs and Cala- 
mity^ becomes thole who have the Spi- 
rit of God to fupport and befriend them, 
Since we carry fo mighty a f owcr within 
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us, let not every accident, every little 
weight of Trouble, bend or break us; 
but rather let us aspire after that Meafure 
of the Spirit, that Joy in the Holy Ghofi^ 
which will help us to defpife the World, 
and rejoyce even in Tribulation ; ftill re- 
membring what the Apoftlc St. John • 
fays, That greater is he that is in us, than 
he that is in the World. So fliall we make 
our Lives eafie, our Deaths comfortable, 
and our Accounts joyful, at the laft Day ; 
for having thus fought a good fight, and 
fui/ked our courfe in fietj andfatieute % and 
had our fruit unto holinefs, we (ball poffefs 
the Efdof of, everlajting Lifi ™ 
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!Vi JOHN/, Chap. 5^ v. 16. 

There is a Sin unto 'Death : I dona 
. r fay that be fhatt frayftt iu 

Since aU Mankind muft he judged 
for their A&ions, and not only re- 
ceive a different Doom, for the Good 
or Evil they have done here, hut co- 
joy degrees of Blifs, or fuffcr various 
meafures of Puniflbment, as they have 
done, more or lefs good, or hurt in the 
World ; it does not only very much 
concern us, to be able rightly to diftin- 
guifh between Virtue and Vice, in or- 
der to the good government of our 
Lives, but likewife to learn the Extent 
and Bounds of Duty on the one hand, 
and the different Qualities and Degrees 
of. Sin on the other; that lot by knowr 
tng where the one ends, and the other 
begins, we may proceed, with due cau- 
tion, in fhunningthe Evil, and purfi^- 
ing the Good, and by that means fecure 
the Peace of our Confidences in this 

World, 

Digitized by VjOOQ l€ 



Sermon Thirteenth. _ 3 i J 

World* and the happineft of our Beingk 
in ihe next '••■'*' ■. '- ■ 



-T-.::t 



For a'tf'tisimpoffibletoenjoy any Otbeif 
than a'feMfeHope or Security; where we 
cannot affure' Our'fotves that' we haife 
not indtrtgM aov wilful Sin J or frequefcftJ 
ly comiftitted tome 'Sins/ tho' perhaps 
without' any a&ual dellbert*iGn,yet Witte 
out an a&nal Repentance for, and fotfaifcs 
iflg of tftem afterwards- ' ' 

* Faf : how« it poffibte we fiibiild dttcerd 
tfhe tWe^State of ©or jSouIs, tinlefe wei 
havetafceri a juftT Account of them Aral 
Defe6fe it is fubje&to," and whatUs bhe 
Demerit of every Sinv *«d every degrtb 
of it, sthd how far weihave' comglifed 
m any-inAante with the- Terras of rthe 
Gorper,a ; »<*hfiWferfwervU a^drdewafced 
from let* * Moft certainly^ as the Wordcaf 
God (hail ( together with our owq 
Hearts arid Lives) judge us at thfeiaifc 
Day \ fotfrom the fearch of diefe,oniy; 
can we probably collef^ • whether we are 
in a Stare' of Grace or 'not; that is, by* 
bringing £*ery Action" writs proper RulO, 
and' then pronouncing upon the IfToevof 
it,as it lbs well or iff corresponded there* 
with, but tho* ttjis be the. true way of 

.Judg- 
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Judging ourfelves, and fo of preventing 
the Judgment of the great Day, yet 
'tis much to be feared, that the genera- 
lity of the World pttoeeedsby quite otfcer 
Meafurea, and teat moft Men eftimam 
their Condition, not by the Maafure of 
that Piety, Juftice and Charity, they 
have expreffed. in their Litres ana Con- 
ver&tions, but by fiwe (tight and gene, 
ral Notions they have formed to tqeou 
felves, of the Mercies of God, She Me* 
rits of Chrift, and the narrow extent) 
Chrififen Obedience; as if God mmw 
but very little at their Hands, and Chrift 
had-perforro'd. fame part of that little, 
and if the wocft come to the worft , 
tbey were fUITin the Hands «s~ a swei- 
ftil Creator, who would nox de&oy his 
own Work, Manefpeciauy, ifoeFJowei? 
and Beauty ©f; it,- ior mabwg a felfc top 
bold with his Precepts. Put' tfeefe are 
very graft and carnid Reasonings, and 
theApoftle givetfai fuiScimtiCihscfc to 
them, in die diftinittion of mf: Text; 
foe, a^m order to prevent Mens deiftttr, 
be acquaints them io the Verio following, 
TJut evtry the fmslltfi imor cf> ikeir Uvfs > 
tuns* >( thorough tfo wmks ofpMj <f s 
ixmxing N/ttmre; -j So to gw'anft taejn 
againli Pcefturipiaon (thcmwBh raw* 
c ' „ dangerous 
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dangerous Malady of the two) he lets 
them know in the Wonds here^odted 
chat there is a Sin, a fort of Sin (befidds 
that of the Holy Ghoft we may fup» 
pofe) of a mortal Confequence^ focer4 
tainly mortal, that he does not vco* 
tore to ask the Prayers of theCharch 
for fuchasaremVolv'dinitr There is, 
fays he, < Sift unto Death, I do not feyj 

In difcourfing upon thefe Words 1 
fhd.fi, with what Brevity and Clearnefs 
T can, difpatch and illuftr ate the fol» 
lowing Particulars. 

Ii Ifhall examine the general Force 
and Meaning of the Word*, and clear 
up the diftinftioft implied thereini 

XI. I ihall more particularly enquire 
what are the Circumftarice* which 
chiefly render the 8in here fpcfeeri of 
fo deadly and damning. And 

III. I ihall reprefent the deplora- 
blenefe of their State and Condition, 
who happen to 'be involved in 'theft 
kind of Sins. 

.'1 .,.- 

'•' ' " And 
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J And Reft, in order.tp give yoa th| 
Apoftles meaning ia this paflage, I 
fhall premtfe thus much, v that when 
he ftys,. 7! face is s Sin unto Death, he 
does* not* leave room for this Inference, 
that thefje.are fome^insj which ia 
their own ;iNacur& r»e .got mortal; 
this he does hot affirm* and indeed St* 
JW, who was acted by the fame Spi- 
rit, has told us, Rom. 6.2$. That the Wi*. 
&e$..'i$;'&toyX. "ej. , all manner of Sin,' is 
Dntk^ bdt .the Tefl; only inn/mates 
that according to the Terms and Mea* 
fures of the Covenant of (jrace, fame 
Sins are capable of an caller and more 
ready Saedoa rthancw^prs, • and that 
God, fmnifbts- Sinn^s'.. according" to 
the quality* tfee number, qr the degrees 
of their Crimes ;" (b that the ferfon 
who fos; committed. 7 oae Offence and 
of a lighter ^ind, Qi'^ll .not fall under 
fo he^yia Cpndemna^onjfas^anotfier, 
whofe GuiiF is fwefiVJ to a greater 
Proportion. 

, HertJjaj has tran igreffed t|ie kaff or 
the fe»ielV of Gods; Laws,, and that 
with fome Regret , and an' aftep re- 
venge upon himfelf, is in a" much Jafe'fr 
L<k State 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



-**" 



Sefvmn Thirteenth, 3 a 1 ' 



ftate than one who has fin'd perhaps 
agalnft the Commands of both Tables, 
'and That with a kind of ftnfnefs and 
complacency, void of all remorfe : Indeed 
nothing can .be more evident from the 
general current of Scripture, than that 
*very Sin a Man commits • fliafl not 
weigh him down t6 Hell, or confign 
him to a ftate of reprobation : But fuch 
only as he perflfts in, and ads over and 
over, againft the light of Nature, the 
ghecks of his own Mind, and the freer 
conduct of 6od'S Spirit. Prom hence 
then we may draW tfhis obvious Infd- 
.reDc£, that all Siti^'afe norequaV btft 
borrow a widd difference from- their 
feveral Natures, and the circuntftan- 
ces they are cloatfi'd - with : Ah; idle 
Word, for inftance, cannot be thought 
fo damning a Sin, as an ad: of Theft 
or MUrder ; and he 'that onendsGod, 
or his Brother, through Ignorance or 
Surprize, Inadvertency or Miftakeyhas 
Dot fo fevefe an account to make, as 
one, whofe -Will and' Intention went 
along with the Crime, and whoferX,ufts 
detained and hardned him in it: Arid 
bow, becaufe the difpofition of the 
Agent does thus remarkably alter the 
quality ef the ad, the Spirit of Cod 

Y him- 
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himfelf basroark'd^out in feveral Ex- 
pre#ipiifl the difference between fotat 
Sias and of hers ; andjv* not onto read 
in the. Old Teftament of Sins of Infir- 
mity, Ignorance and Surprise, term'd 
by the Pfalmifa jetret and forgotten 
St/ts, and to which the Prophet oppo/ 
&s Sinning with an hign Hand, and a 
ftiff Neck; but ftis the ufual Language 
oft he Apoftles toftilefomeSins«7n»r«^ 
Slips or Failures* whilft they j?lackea 
others with the character of Offences 
and Tranfgreffionsj words of an high. 
cr import, and a wider extent. Ha- 
ving offer'd thus much in the general, 
I obfe»ye ; in the firft place, That the 
S in wtfp, Death mentioned in the. Text, 
cannpit. juftly 4>e , appJyM to every little 
deviation from -their Duty, which Men 
commit in the courfe- of their lives; 
foffince in many things we not only 
do, nut muft pflfend all, God has 
been therefore ^pleas'd to remit ib much 
of his own Right, as not to take the 
jforfeiture of fuch unavoidable Infir- 
mities^, He co»Jiders t fays the Royal 
Prophet, whereof tve are made, ami re- 
members that we are but Dujl, i. e. having 
form'd us frail, weak, and deceivable 
Creatures, he will not Judge us by the 

Law 
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Law of Perfe&ion, nor condemn us 
for coming fhort of the Purity of 
Angels, Thus we are affur'd that Da- 
vjd fin'd, and St. Paul miftook, and 
fitter was frail, but none of thefe fin'd 
unto Death ; but inftead of that, their 
former flips and errors provM occafions 
of a furer footing tp them afterwards, 
and determined in that vigilance and 
caution which fecurM one the favour 
of God in this, and the other the Crown 
and recoqipence of Martyrdom in ano* 
ther World. From whence it appears, 
That the failings of good Men ihall 
pafs into the Catalogue of fuch Sins as 
are got. unto Eteath, Nor, 2<#y, Is 
every aft or decree, even of wilful Sin, 
utterly deftructive of a Man's Salva- 
tion, according to the tenor of the 
ApoftVs Words, for they refer rather 
to fix'd habits, than to (ingle a£fcs of* 
Sin, fuch obftinate and rooted habits, 
as are fomewhere ftiPd dead Works, 
in a£ much a£ they at once darken and 
pollute the Confcience, which is indeed 
the very Light and Life of the Soul. 
Every degree, I confefs, of wilful and 
deliberate Sin, tends dire&ly to what 
ishereterm'd the Sin unto Death ; for 
'tis one ftep towards Impenitence, and 
Y a too 
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too often proves the unhappy Barneft 
of a feer*d Confidence, and a reprobate 
Senfe; and on confequence, the longer 
we purfue the track of Sin and Forty, 
the nearer approaches do we make to 
the very brink of Death and Hell j but 
'twere a wretched State indeed, even 
as bad as our finful Fore-father left us 
in, were any one Sin, (except that 
which is the fum and abridgment ofafl 
others, the Sin, I mean, againft the 
Holy Spirit) for ever to exclude us 
from tKe mercies of God, and the grace 
of the Gofpel ; and to fhew that our 
Cafe is hot fo hard, we find Repentance 
very frequently prefcrib'd as the means 
of Pardon; and we find too that feve- 
rar returning Sinners have tafted the 
earngfr of it in the Peace and Joys of 
an appeas'd Confcience. Not to borrow 
any Support to this Truth from the 
Parables of the Gofpel, we are fully 
ajfiirM that David was not abahdon'd 
by the grace of God, (and then moil cer- 
tainty he was in a falvable State,} eVea 
after he had polluted his Hands with 
Blood, and his Heart with Adultery. 
And Mkrj Magdalen's Tears, even after 
fee had been pouefs'd by feven evil 
Spirits at once, were pregnant with a 

'- repcn- 
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repentance which we may believe was 
not to be repented of. To conclude 
thercforefore the Point we are upon, 
$he Sin unto Death, here mention'd, muft 
intend at laft a corrupt and vitious 
frame of Mind and Soul, and fuch a 
fettled and wilful courfe of Sinning, 
as carries in the nature of it a profane 
fcorn and contempt of God and his 
Laws ; this profligate fenfe of Things 
the PfaUnifi calls Preemptions PC. 13. 
19. and the great Offence. And the 
Apoftle grieving and quenching, and 
m doing defpight to the Spirit tf 
Grace ; and this indeed is a deadly and 
a damning State, and therefore the 
Apoftle compares the condition of fuch 
hardned Sinners under the Goljtel, to 
the cafe of thole who defpis'd Mofes% 
Laws, and therefore died without mer- 
cy : Heb. ia 28. And the Inference is 
Very juft and natural, which follows 
in the next Words, Of how much forer 
Punijbmentj think je, {ball he be accounted 
worthy, who tramples under -foot the Lord 
cfUfe, and counts the Blood of the Cove* 
nant an un-boly Thing. Now as a deli- 
berate courfe of Sin is here meant, who 
can wonder, if fuch a rebellious Enmi- 
ty againft God fliould prove a Sin unto 
Y j Death' 
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'Twere indeed a much greater wonder 
if itfhould not, for God cannot be laid 
to love himfelf (which he muft do, as 
he is effential Goodnefs) if be ever dif- 
fers fuch obftinate and incorrigible Sin* 
ners to go unpunifh'd. And this leads 
me to my fecond general Read, i/iz,. A 
brief Enquiry what are thofe circutn- 

. ftances, efpecially, which render the 
* Sin here fpoken of, fo deadly and damn- 
able, Jtfow one of thefe, and that per* 
haps nQt the leaft, we may conceive to 
be the great violence it does to oiir 
Reafon, and Nature, to the light of 
our Minds, and the image of God with- 
in us. Man was framed a very noble 
Creature, and endowed with choice 
and excellent Powers, fuch as enabled 
him to aft fuitably to his Maker's Laws, 
and tQ diftinguifh himfelf from the 
lower clafs of Beings by. the Duties of a 
religious Qbedience ; and this liberty of 
AQion, was a chara&er fo nearly im* 

. prefs'd upon his Mind, that in any at- 
tempt to efface it by a wilful Tranf* 
grefnoo of God's Law, he muft needs 
do viplence to the Frame, as well as 
fully the Honour of his Being; for 
certainly the Soul cannot fuffer a great* 
$r plague qr btemifh* than in thwart* 
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ting thofe Dilates 'tis to be governed 
by, and running counter to the very 
End and Defign 'twas franfd for ; we 
need but appeal to the Evidence of 
Senfe how much the Body differs 
by- the breach or diforder of any Limb 
or Joint that belongs to it ; and if we 
allow the Soul itsSenfations, every Sin 
Men commit, and continue in, cannot 
but fill it with a mighty Regret and 
Uneafinefs, for all Vice is, as I have al- 
ready obferv'd, an encroachment upon 
Nature , and the Confcienee cannot 
chufe but affert its Right and Gods too 
(as his Vicegerent) and recoil upon the * 
Sinner in every chofen aft of Difobe- 
dience ; (ince then to Sin wilfully is to 
abufe our choiceft Privilege, as we are 
Men, and to turn the Image of God 
into the Similitude of a Beaft, one can 
fcarce fuppofe it capable of any greater 
Aggravation. For were the Brutes 
themfeives to be made the Judges of 
our Guilt, their A&ions, which are all 
uniform and regular, and conftantiy j 
obedient to the voice of Nature, would 
be a Tacit Condemnation of the wild 
and irregular Conduft of Sinners, fince 
the Knowlege and Liberty beftow'd 
upon them has had no bettefr effe& than 

Y 4 to 
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to make then abufc God with hts awfl 
Gifts, and blafpheme the Wifdwn of 
their Creation , by living contray 
to the Laws of it. Indeed hp that 
commits an Error thorough ignorance 
or fijrprize, borrows fome Plea from 
the darker fide of his Nature, for he 
a&s at worft, like a weak and frail Man; 
but then tp Sin with deliberation, and 
choice, to court Vice and take Plea* 
fure in it ; this looks like a Confpira* 
cy againft God and Reafon, and Truth, 
and fhews that the very Light within 
us is Darkoefs ; and if fo, what (houid 
prevent our Ruin, or hinder our Sin 
from proving unto X)e*fh y if by a per- 
verfe and obftinate Courfe of it, we 
knplititely declare that we will not be 
reclaimed? 

But2dly, Another great aggravation 
of wilful Sips is, Tljftt 'tis a gre&t af- 
front and a moft vile indignity to the 
Grace of God,, and the captions of his 
Spirit ; Now this is yet an higher Prick 
ciple, than the mecr light of Reafon 
and Nature, and the more Divine and 
Heavenly the Gjft is which Men thus 
abufe, tfce heavier will be both their. 
Guilt and Puniihment ; God will not 
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fail to rcfent our Bafenefs, whdn we 
oppofe his Voice, when it whifpers 
good Advice from the Confciences with 
in us ; but he will be yef more pro- 
vok'd, when we Abut our Ears to the 
louder calls of his Word, and Fight 
againft thofe brisker Efforts of his Spi- 
rit, by which he is always ftriving to 
better and reform us ; and yet this is 
the Cafe of every ftubborn and obfti- 
nate Sinne^ he refills the motions of 
his moft friendly Monitor, reje&s the 
Conduct of his bed: Guide, and refutes 
to hear the Voice of the wifeft Char* 
caer ; fo that confidering the vile In. 
gratitude of thus driving againft 6od, 
of thusrefifting the healing Application 
of his gracious Spirit, nothing can 
carry a fouler Face than fuch chofen 
and wilful Sins do. 

But yet jdly, Another addition to 
the Guilt of them is this, that they 
are notorious Contempts of the Good- 
nefs and Patience of God ; theyatonee 
affront that bounteous Mercy, which is 
over all his Works, and that gracious 
Mercy, by which he pities and pardons 
the Infirmities of Mankind; 'tis a grofs 
piece of Ignorance when Men do pot, 

' . .. and 
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and a monftrous piece of Ingratitude, 
when they aft as if they did not know 
That the Goodvefs of God fbould lend thtm 
u> Rej>entd*ct 9 Rom. 2. 4. 'Tis St. Paul's 
Reasoning, and very highly concerns 
all ftubborn and profligate Offender^ 
and yet if we furvey thp Nature of 
any wilful Sin , it feems to be a plain 
defiance of Gods Power, and a bold 
orefumption upon his Patience , and 
both ways 'tis a notorious Addition to 
our Guilt ; for if we Sin on in the Be- 
lief that God cannot puniih us, we 
are downright Infidels ; andVE we ftiU 
offend him, in hopes of a continuance 
of that Mercy, which pardon'd the laft 
Offence, we make Gocl unholy and un- 
juft, and perfe&ly to contradict his own 
Nature. But fuch Infidels and Hipo- 
crites are all Men, who continue in Sin 
on any pretence whatever; for in delay- 
ing their Repentance, after fo many 
inward Calls, and outward Admoniti- 
ons to it, they tacitly upbraid God 
with his Forbearance, and plainly turn 
his Grace into Wantonnefs. Does not* 
forlnftance, the Riotous and Luftfui 
Perfbn abufe thofe Gifts to God* difban- 
our and his own, whjjch ought to 
make him Humble and Than&fyl ? 

And 
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And what do the Furious and Revenge- 
ful the Covetous and worldly Minded* 
but charge the Wifdom of his Provi- 
deuce in placing his Benefits in the way 
of fuch unworthy Obje&s ? Certainly 
ihould any Earthy Friend beftow a Fa- 
vour on another, $0 fuch or fuch an 
End, and the Receiver fhould apply it 
to a quite contrary ufe, even to the dis- 
credit of the Giver, it would be con- 
ftrued as a monftrous Indignity ; and 
fo much more heinous is the Guilt of 
willfully Sinning againft God, as his 
Mercies artf great and infinite , both 
for proportion and number, and all 
intended to bring Glory to hinv and 
Happinefs to us. I come then 
in the third place, to illuftrate and 
make appear the wretched State of • 
fuch , as are involved in a courfe of 
Sin : And this, I prefume, may x be 
done in good part from the laft 
Claufe of the Text , J do not fay that 
he JbaS fray for thenn For whether we 
are to underftand it as implying a li- 
berty of Difcretion in Chriftian Af- 
femblies , whether they will put up 
their Prayers for habitual Sinners, or 
not, or elfe, as containing a direft 
Prohibition* to allow fuch Perfons the 
> . > Be- 
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Benefit of their Prayers, it feems to 
fpeak their Cafe highly deplorable; 
and yet one of thefe things the Apoftle 
muft mean in this place ; for it was 
not only ufual in his Days to cut off 
notorious Offenders from the Church, 
for fo long at leaft till they ihould 
return to God and their Puty, and 
jnake a publick amends for the Mif- 
chief and Scandal of their Example ; 
but 'twas his own Method and Advice 
to deliver incorrigible Sinners to Satan, 
i. e. to fhut them up under the worA 
and laft degree of Excommunication, 
That they might learm not to BUffbtme, 
i Tim. i. 20. And to Ihew tHat this 
was a Punifhment as much dreaded on 
the Peoples fide, as any that could 
be inflifted , we meet in the earlier 
Records of the Church , with vaft 
Crowds of Penitents, weeping and pro- 
ftrate for their Sins, and defiring* at 
any expence of Hardfliip and Diici- 
pline, to be reftor'd to the Peace of the 
Church, and the Benefit of Communion 
with their "Pellow-Chriftians. And tru- 
ly a very little Reflexion may teach us, 
how wretched beyond all Bxpreflioo, 
that Man's Condition is whofe Skis have 
drove him from the Altar (a Privily 

wnjch 
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which the Pfalmift envies the very Birds 
upon another occafion) and made hich 
unworthy to fit,muchlefs to worfhip in 
the Congregation of Saints ; it muft 
needs be a very piercing Thodght to a 
Mind not wholly Infenfate,to be debated 
the bleffed Liberty of Gods Houfe, and 
to be lop'd off, like a withered Limb, 
from the Fellowfhip of Chrifts Body : 
And fince this is fo affefting a kind of 
Punifhment, I cannot but think, were 
this wholfome Piece of Church Difci- 
pline but once revived and duly pra&is'd, 
it might fcare or fliame great numbers 
out of a vitious Courfe; but neither 
does themifchief and danger of indulged 
Sin ftop here,but it likewife fubmits us to 
a doubtful expeftation of the worftEffe&s 
of Gods Wrath here, and a fearful look- 
ing for a moft dreadful Judgment here- 
after ; for be ill Men as fecure as they 
pleafe, they are indebted to Divine Ju- 
fticei and all Arrears muft be paid, per- 
haps in this Life, in fome part, but moft 
certainly the total Sum in another ; be- 
fides that vitious Habits are attended 
farther with thefe difmal Effe£h, that 
they make our Retreat difficult, and 
our Stay where we are dangerous and 
deftru&ive; for let Men have travel 7 d 
on never fo far in the Paths of Sin, all 

the 
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the way muft be traveled back again, 
or elfe the Tourny ends at the very Gates 
of Hell. But alas ! Howfhall we learn 
the Art of conquering a ftubborn Will, 
of fubduing a Nature made almoft in* 
flexible by bad Cuftoms? Or {hould we 
find in our felves, after along rifque of 
Follies, fome faint Difpofitions to a wifer 
and better courfeofLife/twill atleaft bg 
cxtreamly difficult to fet about a Duty fo 
long unpraftis'd, and put us to the very 
pains of fulling out a, right Eye, or cutting 
off a right Hand. For all Habits do in time 
change the Liberty of a Man iatoa kind 
of necedity and place him in theClafs of 
thofe, who in the Apoftles Words, Can- 
not ceofe from Sin, i.e. cannot do it with- 
out an abfolute change of Nature and 
Principle, which is very hardly, and 
very feldom acquired ; and thefeConfide* 
rations are enough furely to aggravate 
both the Guilt and the Mifery of Perfbas 
thus intangPd in the Yoke of Sin. Give 
me leave then to fubjoin this ufe of Cau- 
tion to what has been faid, that you 
would carefully fbun the very appear- 
ance of Evil, and the firft approaches 
of Victf ; for let Sin flatter us never fo 
fairly in the beginning, and promife us 
pleafure and gratification from forbid- 
den A&ioris/ as the Devil promised our 

UIH 
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unhappy Mother, Wifdom and Im- 
mortality from the forbidden Tree f 
yet {hall yife §nd to our'Coft, that 
the Progrefs of it is headlong and dan- 
gerous, *thd where it will end we can- 
not tell, or rather we are too well af- 
fur'd where it will, I mean in the utter 
deftruftion both of Soul and Body. 'Tis 
a > dangerous Experiment Men make, 
**?hen thep venture on fuch Sins as they 
are pleas'd with, in a vain confidence 
tha t they can go back when they pleafe, 
aijd repent once for all, at their own 
leifure. This iqdeed is no better than 
playing with an Afp, or a Cockatrice, 
and even then too when we are com- 
manded to flee from Sin, as from the 
face of a Serpent 5 for befidesthat vitious 
habits take a fatter hold of our Wills, 
than any other ; the Devil will ftrive 
hard to preferve his Intereft in fucli 
Men, and between an evil Nature, and 
an evil Spirit, the Sinner's Bondage is 
like to prove irrecoverable, at leaft 
without a wonderful meafure of Grace 
and Mercy on God's part ; which be- 
ing an Attribute he chiefly delights 
and abounds in, let me leave too 
this Direftion to all who (though 
bad) are not pafsM Advice, That they 
ufe all poflible endeavours to recover 

them- 
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themfelvd out of the Snare of the t>t^ 
vil, and to that purpofe, that they pfn 
Prayer and Faith to a Vigorous and 
lbeedy refolution of amendment ; for 
tnough a ftate 6f S>in be 6he of real ha- 
zard and danger, yett Religion has a. 
Salve for the deepeft Wounds* and there 
can be no ground from thence, or from 
reafon, why a bad, Man fhdikd grow 
worfe, and not rather repeat and be 
feved: This we find to be the great 
burthen of all thofe paffionafe* Solicita- 
tions us'd by the Prophets in God's 
Name ; and there is in this oae $aflage 
enough to encourage the return of slU 
who are not abandoned to a wicked 
courfe ; Turn je 9 turn ye from the evil 
ways, for why wiU ye Ait y Houfe of If- 
rael ? Let not therefore the worft Of- 
fender defpair of Mercy, till he finds 
(what I hope, upon tryal, none will do) 
that he cannot repent; but rather let 
him apply this beft and fitted remedy, 
and then who knows but that in another 
fenfe, God alio may turn and repent; 
and leave a Bleffing behind him ? I flhaU 
conclude all with thofe pathetick Words 
of the Prophet Ifaiah 5 5. 7. Let the wick- 
ed forfake his way, &c. 

FINIS. 
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FO L id 

TH E Great Hiftorical, Geographical Ge- 
nealogical, and Poetical Didionary ; Be- 
ing a curious Mifcellany of Sacred -and 
Prophanc Hiftoryi Containing, in fhort* 
the Lives and ffloft Remarkable AftionS of the Pa- 
triarchs. Judges^ and Kings of the Jews : Of the 
Apoftles, Fathers, and Doctors df the Church : Of 
Popes, Cardinals, Bithops, &cj Of Herefiareba 
and Schifmaticks, with an account of their Principal 
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DeSnaes; Of Emperors, Kings, Uluftricms Princes, 
and great Generals : Of Ancient and Modern An* 
thors; Of phUofbphers, Inventors of Arts; tad-all 
thofc who have recommended thetnfelves to the 
World by their Valour, Virtue, Learning, or fome 
notable Cifcamf^ceOf flfctfS3LivjsjL r<*et3«r 
witto ^he roaWtvVi&t %nd Pro|t£(3 t*th of ft*. 
ligious and Military Orders, and the Lives of their 
FofiadfTs: As a^A the Fabulous Hifoff. of the 
HeSbbft deds&iAl Ht*>*, The tM&tption of 
Enipires. Kingdoms, Commonwealths, Provinces, 
Cit*^ To*n$, Ifaffcf ^tfti«ns,4i>v^|s > rand o- 
rtief cdniVdefablcf Pll*?; ^rtrtfi of Ahfierfr aid Mo- 




bfurtfs; Tile *$s v of Chrtfkiaps,J]ew^ Heathens 
aaa^4ab6m^tafu^.v> "w/ptindAh Terms pf Arts 
jind Sciences: The fubiick and Solemn Aftions, a9 
F^tivfrls, Ptavs* &) Ti*$ Stttua* aoi.&airs; and 
Dftthal^ the M2Wry^f GctiehaUn^feartictoVat Coun- 
cils, undewhe Names of the Placfcrjvhere they have 
been (^ebjfatedvvfrtie whole bjaiMAtltf Remarks 
and*itttou^En<lu\M,Hor tfcVilkit&tfyft of feveral 
Difficulties in Theoloky, HiftoryjrChrcmology, and 
Geo^tplfy. \ $g)tf^£<>m dA{ at.'fSforians, 
Chr<mOlbgeYs,"^rftf Ideograph elT, )trCAvfJto, HtU 
vicus, Jfaacfon, Matjham^ Btodrwd; ffojfmto, Lloyd, 
CbcvnAu, and others, but^fcjjprf $J*ec|£Hy />ut of 
Lewis Morery, D. D. his Eighth Edition; Corrected 
and Enlarged by Monf. Le Ckre. To which is added, 
a Supplement; bs&£ tfie Lft£s, inoft Remarkable 
Aftions, and Writings, of feveral llluftrious Fami- 
lies; of our - %n&lft u !*MKk . Wi* "Wjb NMWitrand 
Gentry, a*d moAsFagwiu? WefcjuJ ai) Profelfons; 
Arts aMScitBC^<;;As.ayog^esa^t t qefcripti|i of 
thefe Kingdon?6 t ..wijh tfce ffioft cojn(Wer«ible Ofcfcur- 
rencea that baveteprpen'd to; flu^ pj*£a« Time. 
ThieiSecondEdUi9n|.;8^mM^jQprre||ed, and En- 
HjBg'Aito the y<fanw5&&; By #r« CtBi&g A. M. astf 
cfltttotfd to tHis Ti»e ,hy v amftther Hand. In 3V0* 
limes* : *o :,': ..% - v \ ' :• » 
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the Cectefiafttet! Hiftetff of dta*t ^/fjfe* 'chiefly 
bfEngl**i.\ fr&n the firflMnanting- of CbntiuAcf* 
to the end *ef the Reign of KinpCkirk? II* >Widi r a 
Brief Accottof of the Afftifs of Religion In Avtofc/, 
CoReifted^r64fl4ihe beft ^tttlebtittiftoria^vCouhcils 
and Records. *^By tfer. GdHmr^A^u- frr ^ Yiolfrpies, 

• lex/ow* Ttchiti*um, or arfElftiVetfai^wg/jf/kDiaio- 
•hary of Attend- Science?!' fi^teining noj^nlyifcbe 

* Terms of Art, W t - the Aiti tttemfelves. , By $dhn 
HxrrK, DM>. F. R.S. In ^Vo4,i '■ .^-v^V/ 

* A Para^hrafe aiid Amioftatiofrtfttpoii all iflie^Rodks 
of the Netf-Teftament? briefly Explaining t ali.tl|e 
difficult Plaee» thereof. The Seventh Edition, Gor- 
re&edaiid Enlarged, by H* HknwUkd, D. 0i ; Ji 
"- The Works of the Right Reverend and Learhcd 
-Btfkiei NoftHis^tete LordBifftop of Lonian-petry m 
Irehrti * CoHeflel into one Volume^ Con^arcpn'gtlie 
Vawity ! 6MfHe { World. A-'Pfeditt'l £x*«*fitian:'im 
the Ten : fJommaridmerits,'- ' rfn £*oofitidd'» ou-the: 
Lord's Priyer" • \Hth a.CatebtiHHcal fcipltaitian. 
-thereof, by tfay of Q^ftioo **«!&. Anftrar* . Several 
Sermons at nH ; Difcoilrfes^oiitfivfcr* important Sub- 
jefts. With W Alphabetic** Taibte to the whole. ; 
. jimifuUtetVbrifUgna'i tit *bef Hiftory of theLife 
and Death of the Holy Jefns: As alfo the Lives, 
cAflvan'dr fcfattytfdoms of 'tfis?A {fifties* ln-»a Parts. 
The Ffrft Part, containing tlte'Life of C&rift. Writ- 
ten by fyt'TtyWy lace LorA Bifhop of Itawand 
<onmri> The' 'Secctad, cbntaUilrtg <fhd Lives of the 
*Apoftles ? J with ; an En\i testation,^ rid foffie .btficf Re- 
marks uptttttneir firftStfet>flb^ in the five g'reac 
-Apoffolicfef' Churches* bytfW&rt Cfrfc, J>.D. By 
-HrHom alfo tt added, an Apparatus* or DiftotJifeln-* 
tfodn&ory tk : trie w^ole^WoMt'^^ofttainiiwthi three 
igreat Dilffentfit'ions of th^Chtotch, Patriarchal, Mo- 
<faical, itid Evangelical ^ TRe- Ninth Edition^ 

SLightf GhirttrgicalTreadfts^on thefc- Headl^lrf/f. 
-lyOf Tumonrsr- v. Of Outers/ 3. Of the Difeafcs 
-ot the- ^*. r 4'. v Ofttf#a£ffig , saWt..' 5^ OtaHopads, 
^.'Of jGtftf Aot Wounds. 7. Of Fta&uressijad, Lu- 
xation*/ 8/Qfthe iMttvinm** By -Mgb+itWjk* 
'tttonS 'Setfeaoe Chirurgeoatfo King Charles If. - The 
fourth Edition- • ' . 
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ItiflviA hrkme* Sixmk** A*gl**Dm$c* V AnglU 
cmm* Scriptures xx. ex Vetuftis Cold* MSS. Bitot Open 
Tho; GtlCt 7*. ft. Accyftt tewm 8? Ve rbortm Index 
Lotvpktifimus. Duobus Voluminous Comprcbenfi. 
, The Works of the Learned and Reverend Divine 
Stephen Chtnuck, B.D. In 2 Volumes. 

Jfcfex Villmi t Or an Exafl Regifter, Alphabeti- 
cally Digefted, of all the Cities 9 Market-Towns, 
Pariflies, Villages, the Hundred, Lath, Rape,. Ward, 
Wapentake, brother Divifion qf each County 7 The 
Bifhopricks, Deaneries,. Churches, Chappels, Hof- v 
puis, with the Reftoriesaind Vicarages, in Engltnl 
a id Wsks, and their refpeftive Valuations in the 
Kings Books The Private Seats of the King, No- 
b.lity, and Gentry: Th$ number of Parliament- Men 
fsnt by Cities or Burroughs ; The Inns of Court, 
Colleges, Inns .of Chancery # or other Societies* 
: The Latitude of each particular Place, and diffe- 
rence of Longitude, Eaft os Weft from Union : Ca- 
ptained by Words at length, and Symbol^ or CAa- 
rafters; tir a plain and tnoft intelligible Method* 
Hereto is added, a per fe$ Catalogue of the Nobili- 
ty of England and fftrfe* to the prefect Time, with, 
their refpeftive Seats, and the Counties wherein they 
arefituate. ■ ' ; . 

A compleat Body pf Arithnjetick, i^Four Book?, 
-ji^. Book L Part 1, Integers. 2 F radians*, Book II. 
j. Gaeodeticals. 2. Figurals* Book III, 1. Deci- 
mal*. 2. Aftronomicafc Part ^. Logarithms. 4. 
Cofficks. 5. Surds. 6. Algebra. B00K IV. 1. Ra- 
tio's. 2. Proportions disjunft. 3- Proportions con- 
tinued* 4. Equations, &f. Wherein tjie whole Na« 
-ttfre of ;Numbers, with their Simple and Compara- 
tive 1 Elements uv*ll tfce Parts of Aritbinetick, are 
plainly Declared, a »d fully Handled > £y$ty Part 
explained by Neceflitfy Rules, Cafes, Theorems,/ 
Qutftions, Obfervatioos* ^nd variety of Operati- 
ons. Uluftrated by iandry Tables, Diagrams, and 
,yecy many Examples : Together with divers Ety,* 
mologies, Symboles, Charaaers, and* Abbreviations 
for Artificial Terms, Worlds* Names, and Penomi- 
: nations*. The whole digefted into a rucciafi and 
orderly Methqi; deliver'diA a Familiar Style. To * 
v ^ 4 every 
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every Part fc .added, excellent Rqlea of PspQic*, 
which make* it very ufeful to Merchants, and *ll 
that would underftand Accompts, or (he Mathema- 
tical or Mechanical Arts and Sciences, With ma- 
ny laige and exaft Tables of all forts pf Coins, 
Weights, Meafures, BV. Antieot and Modern, ia 
ffloft Countries, redue'd to our own ; the fyeft that 
has been ypt extant. By Samuel feafa Merchant. 

.In QUARTO. 

ACompleat Dictionary of the Greet and %9» 
man Antiquities; explaining the obfeure Pla- 
ices in Claffic Authors, and anttent Hiftorians ; re- 
lating to the Religion, Mythology, Hiffory, Geo- 
graphy, and Chronology 0f the Antient Greets and 
Umasi their Sacred and Prophane Rites and Cu- 
ftoras, Laws and Policy, Arts and Engines of "War * 
Alio an account of tfteir Ijtyyteations, Arts and 
Sciences , and the Inventors of them ; with the 
Lives and Opinions of thejr Philofophers. Com- 
piled Originally in French* at the Command of the 
ftencb King; % the Ufe of the &aupkine f the 
Dukes of Burgundy, A*]em 9 and Berry : By Honfieur 
Danet. Made Evgfifr, yith tbp Addition pf very 
ufeful >|aps. 

Four feveY^l TraQs pf the Reverend Mn> foht 
&ttkrocU, late Miniftcr of CalefoiB in H^arwictfiTrep 
t/i?. Of Chriftian Communion. Chrifttantty a Do 
ftrine of the Crofi. Of the Nature of Edification; 
and th$ Reiigipus Lqyalift. 

In OCTAVO. 

TH E Meafures of Chriftian Obedience j ot * 
I>ifcourfe ihewing what Obedience is Indifr 
penfably Neceffary to a Regenerate State, and what 
JDefeflsare continent with it; for the promotion 
of Piety, and the Peace of Troubled Conferences* 
By folm X&tlewelh The Fourth Addition , with 
great Additions by the Author in his Life-time. 
*- A3 The 
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The ftnles and ftrercifc^ of Holy t/rita& and 
Of Hdtv Dying. To whitfi are added Rule* hr the 
ViGtatibir pf the Sicfej ihd Offices 1 proper 'for \hat 
Miniftry. Containing the whole Duty of aCnriftka. 
By $ef* tqlor, D. D. The Twentieth Edition^ 

Art Introduction to the Hiftory of fife principal 
Kingdoms and States of tiirope : With an Appendix 
neifer printed before, containing attlntrMaftion o> 
the Hiftory of the principal Sovereign States of 
hx\f % particularly ?>&/>, NLoitnt, A3Ut*wa, Fkrence % 
and Savoy. The Sixth Edition, Correfted and Im- 
proved. By Sm* Puffeniwf t Counfellor of State to 
the late King of Sw/den. 

An Introduction to the Hiftory of the principal 

Kingdoms and States of dfu? Jfrka, anA America, both 

Antirntand Modern ; according to the method of 

smucI Piiffdndti'ft Counfellor of State to the late 

• King of Sweden* 

Winter Evening Conference between Neighbours. 
In 3 Parts- The Ninth Edition, Correfledi Byfchx 

~i r r. The Penitent Pardon'd : Or a Difcourfe 
of the Nature of Sin, and the Efficacy of Repen- 
tance \ under the Parable of the Prodigal Son. The 
Sixth Edition, 

The Devout Chriftian Tnftrufted bow to Prap 
and give Thanks ; or a Book of Devotions for Fami* 
lies, and particular Perforfs in moft of the Concerns 
of Human Life. The Eighth Edition. By Simon 
fatrick, Jate Bp. of Ely* ' 

. — - — A Book for Beginner's, or a help to young 
Communicants, that they may be fitted for the Holy 
Communion, and receive it with profit. 

The Truth; of th$ Chriftian Religion: In 

6 Books.' Written in Latin by Hugo Groxim \ and 
now Tranflated into EngHjhi with the Addition of i 
Severn Book, againft the prefent- fyman .Church 
The Sixth Editioii, Correfted. 

The Golden Grove . A choice Manuel \ . contain- 
ing, what is $o be Believed, Praftifed, and Defired 
pr JPra„y'4 for. The Players being iR'tr^ed to the fe- 
deral Days of the Week ; Xlfo Fefttatl Hymns, 
according to the manner of the Antienc Church. 
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Cpmpofetf for the nf$ of tbp Devout* e(becfa8y of 
younger PerfonV ' By 3F^W i^^^.'JX* Itt o& 

and twentieth Edition. . ' \. > ' ' ' l f * '* 

The Coiintefs of Mormhsl Dl^iljr. Exerclfe ;*« fi 
Book of Players, and ^ule^s Vow' td ffcnd th<TTini* 
in the^ervide^^leafurebf. '^mighty GodI 1fht 
Sixteenth. EcUtion', *' ' : :j *:' ;- :,: 

'-A Prailicri Catechifin, By^/ftjumwri, 'bJty 
The Eigh th.Edttipn . Wbereunto is added/th<Rea- 
fonaWeneJs,b£!£hriftian Religion • By the £in£ Au- 
thor, :•/" :.'....". 

Refle&lons upon Ridicule ) or what It is tbat mates 
a Man Ridiculous and the means to avokl it- Where* 
in are reprerented the different Manners and Cha- 
racters of Per fon 5 of the jirefent Age; of UnpoJLte- 
ncfs, Indlfcretioqu Affectation* Ppolilh Vanity, the 
bad Tafte, Jmpofture, the morofe Humonr f Imper- 
tinence; of prejudice* Intereft, $uflicieocy. Absur- 
dities* Caprice, Falfe Delicacy > pecorum, 

Refle&iocs upon the Polkenefs of Manners*, with 
MaximsforCivilSociety: Being the Second pitrE'sSf the 
Reflections upon Ridicuip. By the fame Hand, Of 
Politencfs, modeft Sentiments, Discretion, Sfr. Mo- 
deration^.^ Complaifancr, of Genteel Behaviour, 
Sincerity, Maxims for Civil Society. 

The Hiftoryof the Bawticrs of Amcritdfrom th£tr 
fir ft original down to thit.cime. Written in ftverll 
Language a ad now Collected into one Volume* 
Containing* i™. The Exploit and Adventures of tc 
Grand, Aa/awii, Itych Brajiltdip, $.u the Tor iuguefi t 
Sir Htnty Morgja t &c< Written in UytfAby Jck Ep 
memeHng, one of tiie Bocaniers* an;* thence Tran- 
slated into Spmijh* 2. The dangerous Voyage and 
bold Attempts of Capt. Bmk Slurp t IVatlmg, S&w- 
llns f Coxotit and others in the, Sooth Sea ; Written 
by Brfil JQqgrvfi* ,G~nEfcman,, who was a Companion 
therein, and ExaminM with the Original jouVn4l. 
3- A Journal of a Voyage into the South' Sea*'* by 
the Fre^Bboters of Jtnsrii^ from 1684 to IG65, 
Written In the Fnmh Tongue by the Sieur Xjvtx$qu 
id LuJfjtn^ ,J Hjbyer before in Mvgijjb* 4, A Relation 
of a Voyage of the $kur df Jfiwuitfan t Captain of 
the Free-bob ters in Cm**? "6 the year iSg>» The 
A 4 wbftl* 
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pjiole *pwly T^nflated wjto £«gK/&f and Wn#n*te4 
frith i$ Copper Places. 

' A compleat Hiftory of Europe j or a view oil the 
Affair* thereof, Civil and Military, from die begin- 
ning of the Treaty of tfhncpWt i6j6 t to the end eft 
the year 1700. Including the Articles of Nhnmteu, 
and the feveral Infringe mejits pf uiem. The Turlifb 
Wars; the Forming of the Grand Confederacy; 
the Revolution in Ettghni% Affairs in Tolavd, Sipe* 
'den, Deimarh Mufc&vj % Spain, &c. with a particular 
Account of a the Aaicins by Sea anji laqa on every 
fide; and thefecret Steps that? have been made to- 
wards a Peace, both before, as well as during the 
latt Negotiation ; Wherein are the feveral Treaties 
of Peace, as alfo of Partition ; the King of Sptins 
AVill, CV. The whole intermix'd with divers O- 
rigihal Letters, Declarations, Papers, and Memoirs, 
'never before Publilh'd. The third Edition^ dorre- 
ftecj, and very much Enlarg'd. Written by a Gen- 
tleman who Jcept an exaft* Joyrnaj of aU Tranfiftj- 
ons for above thefe 20 years. 
1 A compleat Hiftory of the Twrh % from their Ori- 
gin in the year 75s, to the year 170^ Contain- 
ing the Rife, Growth, and Decay of that Empire, 
in its refpeftive Periods, under their feteral Kings 
^nd Emperors. Coltefted not only from the bef$ 
European, but alfofrtun Oiiential Authors: Never 
iichcrto publifh'd in Etiglijjiu With the Life of their 
Prophet fyibomet. To which are added, their Ma- 
xims of State and Religion, with a Di&ionary ex- 
plaining the Names and Nature of their Religious 
$?&$, Civil and Military Offices, their Feftfvals, 
Rites, and Cuftoms, f$c Illuftrated wifh the Effi- 
gies, \curioufly Engraven, of all their JUngs and 
Bmperori, and of fuch 'Famous Generals, tsflf.' as 
bave fignaliz'd themfelve* in the wars againft Aem. 
Together with a new Map of th$ Turkijh Empire, 
Dciign'd and Engrav'd by 'Mr t MoJh In 2 Votaries. 
Effays upon 'fevefar Koral Subjefts, in $*Parts. 
Oi* Pain, ^eyenge, Authors, Power, Infancy and 
Youth, Ric^s arjd Pdryefcw/ Whoredom. DruAken- 
nefs, Xlfary, an Apoftle; Solitude. By feremj ttf- 
fier, M.A. The Second Edition. 

Tfhs 



t 
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The Hiftory of L*fH*n& : Containing a Geogra- 
phical Defcription, and a Natural Hiftory of that 
Country : With an account of the Inhabitants, their 
Original, Religion, Cuftoms, Habits, Marriages, 
Conjurations, Employments, &% Written bffobn 
Sebejftr, Profeffbr of Law and Rhetorick at Vpfal in 
Sweden. Trattflated from the lift Edition in Latin, : 
and lUuftrated with many curious Copper Cuts. To 
which are added, the Travels; of the King of Sweden's 
Mathematicians into laphmd: * The Hiftory of li- 
W**t and the Wars' there ; alfo a Journey into Lap- 
Imtdy Finland} &c. Written by Dr. Ohf Hiutbcck, in 
theyeariyoj. 

The Wife and Ingenious Companion ; French and 
Enelijh. Being a Colleftion of the Wit of the ll!u~ 
imousPerfons, both Antient and Modern: Contain- 
ing their Wife Sayings, Noble Sentiments, Witty 
Repartees, Jefts, and pieafont "Adventures* ' The 
Third Edition, with Corrections and Improvements. 
By Mr. Bqrer> Author of the Royal Dictionary. 

The Gazetteer; orNewfman's Interpreter. In i 
Parts : Being a Geographical index of all the confi- 
derable Cities, Patriarchfhips, Bifhopricks, Univerfi- 
ties, Dukedoms, Earldoms, andfuch like; Imperial 

?M Hance Towns, Ports, Forts, Caftles, &c. in 
he whole World ; (hewing in what Kingdoms, Pro- 
vinces, and Counties they are; to what Prince they 
are now fubjeft ; upon or nigh what Rivers, Bays, 
Seas, Mquntains, &c. they ftand; their Diftances 
( in Englijb Miles; from feveral other Placesof Note; 
with their Longitude and Latitude, according to the 
beft and approved Maps. Of Xpecial life for the 
true underftandjpg of all Modern Hiftories 
^s well as the principal Affairs; and, for the conve- 
nieficy ofCheapnefs, and Pocket-Carriage, explain- 
ed ty Abbreviations and Figures. The Nintlr Edi- 
tibn, Cbrrefted and very much Enlarg'd, with the 
Addition of a Table of the Births, Marriages Cfc. of 
all the' Kings, Princes, and Potentates. By Law- 
rence Eacbard. 

1 item fefu Cbrifli Teft amentum, ASebaftiano Caftali- 
one Latin* jfedditm. Edith Novijftma, prioribm Prngb 
$aaculaihr m , 

5 * * : " Litur- 
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Ikur^iiy Rh l*f** Pretunf Cmtmunium in Lxkfia An- 
mliwuric-iftm* Epifi*la> pvangeli*, K Pftlm Itiferux- 
f^r; juxM SebaftUni Cdfttlimu Tr&nfljLtioxzm ; tm$er<& 
intern mni* Lmniutt wn&vit 7bmm pgrftU A* M. 
& St. D. foban, Bipupxm* Sww* 

Mftfologi* Mftt***t>ini** <antme*m Mfipr FsbuU 
Gfxw-Litin* CCXCVflL Ssc^ikm Eiimmm GsbrUlft 
firtai omnium Antiqiiitfmim, omvmtt UBimibm\ m 
ufwn SihoU Emznfa* ► • i ■ . 

EM* Majors ex Ovidta? 7/taf J«, & Propmw % wm 
CwfoUtwiM *J Livixj^ Vfiti Schalm EtmtTrfit. 
" Ete3* Minors ex fuidio t Tihrik, & Prgfeniv* *Vfiu 
SchU Exmnfiu 

Dmrfu ex Qvldia, lihilhr PwperM, X5 P€dm£ t U 
^flbeJirttiv GrMrruticwim tyuf* Edith fenii. 

Z?* $vnii JiwrnjtfrOf A*P*rfii FUmSxtjr*, biterpre- 
tsmmsc Nm£ Ilk^rd^ Luiovim Pm*m 7 fihewrva 
Ptvfepr EMtmnu jifif Chriflisniffmi Sfgis, in VfuM 
StrtmSim £elfbmhkiu f Tmti$naribwmulw Corrc&i&r* 

CfuUiCxftris nwfmns, Jrturfttwims& N&fh IU 
luftrx^i fosumi GaJuWX*, P™j\tij* r ijjgua, i* "UJam Dtl- 
piiMif ffxts glumem fdrtfmfem* , Blah Sectwfa* 

gu.£ ExUnt Abfui j$m % o*tfi Jf^fr* Jwiij>lew|Jww» 

rx &xM$Me Tbi* PirjclL A. AJ. 

P+Qvttti Ntfonis McumarphftWi Ubrii^ Inurpu- 
mmiit Bf # **" lUitftrsvu i?jw, Crt»/M*, Hdvaim^ <d 
Tj/iiia 'Semniffim D4phim. Eiitio $tcwd*Jneri muM 

, EpiftQlimm £feroidum Libert fyttrpremttme o 

jsTtfMi Ilkftrivh Din* GrJfpiim, Heheti>j' f fjjf* Chti* 
jliimjfimi tefa tfi H/jw» S&twjfimj DtJphmi* mefftl i«- 

dtxlMUptet$m^\ . , ! .\'#ii -^ - 

- ij/fyrrim., /il 6. fu m A r ar/± Sek&jjfms Variorum* 

Accurm&C* ScbttvgliQ* 

Xivapfantu & Ofri JnjfttutiQtic IiW.,8. J^xU Exfm- 
*far. Eumsnfet fumnui cW ^e^ji j f«j3| i^i^i Imerprt- 
tmont $Q*nms L?uwhvU Mdbumu $ti & Vhm ipfim 
Jfcnophm'u consiHWvitptiejfit term Mcmnbilhtm Iniis* 
Novm Hllhnini'a fsfeUdrumpt &dt8xs\ ctim Nth 
ih&Verfwm fiMVpon, A. M, in nfum Stfol* Et&~ 
nenfis. Anthorim Jfo ■■■" liJ^Mtisnzi, u An- 

ftvtttes, Piotnjw *rtftf. ^ximmljj^ fferoioiitu 
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tfbmenclaturs Brevh, AngfoLatata Gr&ca, in ufkm 
jcboU Weflikomfteriinfify per F. <SL Eihio f Yi&efim*- 
PKims* ' * .;v •..,<-. v . . - . t{ ; 

Sophclisl'ragadia Ajax EleBta, nova Verfione Dfr 
nata $ Scbokifipte veteribm, tan 'amebic quam nunc prfa 
mum Editis, Ifluftrata Accedimt tfou perpetua, SSvaria; 
LeBitnetf Opera Thorn* $obn fon\ A. Af« , . . ,.: ;, 
'fflmifii *MWicarnajfei de Struihva Orationft/Liferi- 
Mx I^cenfionrtfatoM Vpton Etontafis, A, M. q*i S$ vc*. 
teretn Intirpretatmewi emendavit, fytfift afyth Animal 
verfiones, ium Nbtis Integrii JfrcA* ^HburgH VeWrettfis'fa* 
Je&ifauejHirum* Mk Accelprunt ShkonU Bircovii Poloni, 
Jgxempla JLam*+ cunDuoSm mdic&M* Locuplctiffivttft & 
Graco $ Latino* 

Vublil Tezmti Cmctdix aiQptimtrum Exempiarhimf fi- 
dim recenfit** accefferunt varia Leftkmes, am in Libris 
MSS* Srudifonm Commemariu Notatu digmorts occur- 
runt* Editio Tenia Cantabrigfa TypU Accademkis* in 
Duodecimo. 

'Publii Virgilii Moronic Bucolica Gcorgka $$ &nek* 
at Optimorum Exemplarium .fidem recovfita Editio Af tor d^ 
Ckmabrigi<*Tjfpis Academicism in Drndtciyno. ', „ 

ihthm Horxtii Fldcci Opera ex JJiris MSS. Vulgttif<{% 
Stmrna Cur J Excerpt a ; fuxtj Editions s UptgerfLamw* 
tS Canlabrigenfen* Pr&mmmtur Mara Horatima }, fub*. 
jicitnr Odaruwi, &c. Index. In 24 s* 

Catechifitm, cum Ordine Confirmationis Gr. Cr Lau ani 
nexafimt Prece$guotidiana t inVfm ScboU Hegit&to* 
ntnfis* Lond. In ofto. 

Englijb particles, Exemplified in Sentences) de* * 
figa'd for Latin Exercifes; with the proper R£n- 
dring of each Particle inferted in theSentence* For 
the Ufe of Em School. By Will. WiUjnot, M- A. 
Fellow of Zing's College in Cambridge, 

The Greek Grammar Gonftrued; for the flfe of 
young Jtegi&ners. \ V 

• GhJJbgrafbi* Jnglicana Nova 5 Or a Dictionary, In* 
terpretitfg fuch bard Words of whatever Language, 
is are at prefent us'd in the Englijb Tongue, ( with 
their Etymologic^ Definitions, &c. alfo the Terms 
0f Divinity^ Law, Phyfick, Maehematicks, Hiftory, 
Agriculture, Logick, Metaphyficjc # (Grammar, Poe- 
try^ Mufick, Heraldry, Arcjiiteftore , Painting, 

War, 
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W*n andal other Arts rod Sciences ait herein 
fixplaih'd ; from the beft and modern Authors, a* 
Sir Jfaac tfewton, Dr. Harris, Dr. Gregory, Mr. Uck 9 
Mr. JZvtJj*, Mr. Dryicn, Mr. £far*r, Ofa. Very 
nfefnl to all thofe that defire to underftand what the) 
read. ' 

A Difcourfe, in Six Dialogues, on the Name, No- 
don, and Observation of the ford's Day* With 
an account of federal Canons, Decrees, and Laws, 
/ Foreign and tnglijb, for the keeping it Holy. The 
way of Worfliip in the Church o(Engia*d, Vindi- 
cated \ and an Office, or Colle&ion *of Devotions 
for the pay. By Tkmm Morer, Reftor of St. Amts f 
London* 

* A Defence of Diocefaa Epifcbpacy : In An* 
fwer to Book of Ur. David Clarkfim, Entituled, Pri? 
mitive Epifcopacy. Bylfewy Maurice* D. Di Thb 
Second Edition. »> 

A neipHiflory of CHnat Containing a Defcriptioj 
of the moft confiderable Particulars of thai van 
Empire. Written by Gabriel Magiftuw, of the Society 
of Jefus, Mi/Bonary Apoftolick. Done out of FrencL 
> TheLives'of the Antient Philofophers ; contain- 
ing an account of their fcvejral S^fts, 'Dotirrines, 
Aftions, and Remarkable Sayings. *ExtraOed front 
Diogenes laenimj Caufabon, Menagte, Stanley f Gaf- 

Sdmy Charlem, and others, the beft Authors upon 
it Subjeft. With an Appendix containing th* 
Lives of feveral latter Philofophers, not confined to> 
particular Sefts. I Uuftrated with feveral Cuts* 

The Chriftian Indeed. In Two Parts : The firft 
containing a ferious Exhortation to the Holy Com- 
rturrion, with feme plain Dire&ions for a due Pre- 
paration for it, -and Admonition to live and aft aftet 
fit, as becomes Perfons publickly profeffing to be 
Chriftians. The fecond, an Exhortation to prepare 
for Death : Together with fome plain Directions : 
As alfo (hort and fuitable Devotions, as well in time 
of Sickrieft, as in cafe of Recovery. The Second 
•Edition. By a Presbyter of the Church of England. 
< The Chnftiaos* Daily Manual of Prayers and 
Praifes. In Two Parts. The firft confifting of Fa- 
<mily- Devotions for every day in the Week, and al- 
• - - fo 
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to for Private Perfons. The fcctnd containing i 
Courfe of Seleft Pfalms and Hymns, with their 
proper Tunes, for the whole year. For the ufe of 
Religious Societies, and Pious Families. By a Di- 
vine of the Church of Enghnd. 

A Treatife of Salivation ; Ihewing its true Method^ 
Circumftances, Advantages, and proper AppttcatU 
ons* Written Originally in High Dutch, by Ahn- 
tbtus Gotfafredus Purmannasy Surgeon in Ordinary of 
the City of Brcflaw, and of the Hofpital of St. jbfc 
Translated from the Second Edition printed it Fraud- 
fort* » 

The Life of Mr. tbmas Firming late Citizen of 
tendon* Written by one of hismoft intimate Ac- 
quaintance; with a Sermon preach 9 )! on the occa- 
fionof his Death. 

Letters, Domeftick and' Foreign; occafionabrdfc 
ftributed in Subjefts, (vi?.) Pbilefojphical, Theolo- 
gical, and MoraU By Thorn* Tyou, Author^of th? 
way to Health* Long Life, and, Happinefs. 

The Poor Man'* Phyfician fnd Surgeon 9 ihewing 
the true Method pf Curing all (b^sjpiftempers,., by 
the help of fuclj, Medicines as are of the produft of 
our Climate s*nd consequently jo be prepared withr 
out charge and difficulty. > Ylith an Addition of the 
true life of the ggwfim, or Jefuks Powder. By 
Monf.m%* D.eftor of PJiyfick. Trapflated franj 
the Eighth Edition printed at Pari*. 

The Compleat Mendicant 1 or unhappy Beggar, 
Being the Life of an unfortunate Gentleman ; in 
which is a^compr^nfive Account of feveral of the 
moft Remarkable Adventures t^at befelhim in 23 
years Pilgrimage. AUba Narrative of his Entrance 
at Oxford, his, Ordination; hi* .Behaviour and De- 
parture froift.Qlurt; histakingnpon him thejfcu* 
Wt of a Shepherd, tf*v 

The Copu&cy jQentieraatfs <Vadf Mecum- y .or his 
Companion for the Town. In 18 Letters from a 
Gentleman in London* to hjfc gri&nd in the Country : 
Wherein hspaffio Wely difiy ad$s him agfunft qoming 
to Union* and reprpfents to. hinv the advantage of a 
Country U^itionpofitiotj^jhe follies an<f Vices 
of the Ttftfem J -• * . : , . - ^ : . \ ^ J3: ' . 
. *-•_» rl\ Sl . . The 
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■ He p&lms t6 v bavtiin Mefc^, 4Ritt td the 
Tanes irfed in Partih-Ghurobes. By $obnUtrut 9 

A Waphrtfe, irithNot^ to pdn^fc Sixth Gfe*^ 
terqf St <fofoi; indrxfce*4ftco«ite*t-M#Notesai& 
Par&ftVife u&m t»"* J-** J, <4> tff ;*nd Sth £hap- 
t^/rf $r^*0*tf* With a Difcottftb <h* Hirfttanity 
attd'Cfcitity. By#^ C/^w^ E* &. Me ftreachet- 
td th< Horiotabte Sofefefy 4f Grv/Mto Tilt Seeoad 

iditiim, hi**. '^ J * V *: ' ' «/" ' «. ' 
A 6<*mpani(m **4fc* PferfecutW * «r aft Office 
for thafc who fuffef for Rjghteoufnefs* Containing 
pircktiiar * I*ray eis stfd 1 Detotiontf, * for- particular 
Grace*, or for tteit private or publkJr Occafions. 

fo/r<r, in 120. „ _ • k> '* '*- : 

• ^C.tift Of ■!#$»;-' »«* -Etf¥«#f 'of GtohMp,- 
tftr. eWaraingthe*tt>* Rdraarkabte Tranfaaioas 
W 1 A*r#<r, as tfdVfeMhig to the Titks as Cftrl- 
ftians, forabbu€**¥*i*s; with ^ieH> of Origin*! 

*Thp ' Htftery -oNhe- Rebellion* in BfcliifcfY JWt- 
to, arid/rtfflii? tfnafein the m*ft material PafiV 
ges, Slegfe*. BattiduYfcdficfes, Stratagems of War, 
ire imparitetfV Relate* on A both -fides * *rt« the 
Yfear T«4a, toiphe Befifcatfing of *hfc Duke of Mon- 
tttoWprn -W8$. i^nrtiree Pa*** By Sir ^£<r 

.t -^gf (Xia f -thetfrft < of Adufcfery Md Dwrorce .• 
&ewWg,"'that *W««*«!i (Adrte**y9**; H t]**Pa- 
nHhmemr f Dirorc*; *e*£ht to foflo^ricY^itAott; 1* 
krrftd Confcien^ 1 Thftffccond <tf Bffpfclfiti , SheW- 
hrtg^hit tieic^er!J^?Baptif»/4iof vPbftft:Baptifift, 
criShtfo befonglrti^, : o#4dtirit*ad^i^he Fatforitt* 
o^tfret «8c<±^#d^^^ t& 

do in fuch a c*fe, for tjie eafe of t*t%t <&&&**&& 
%V Horn* tfafcX**** ** &(*MW-jAto%Lxe> 

^&h¥r: <<^&i^%it*tot?*rt r ^*fr) Wd^rtfc 
fixiftence of a Deity, 6. The CarettflteTW** fcf 
<tM* By Sm. V*t\itr % Gent. , A 
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A TreatUe.pf aCouA^pticm; andtlieVepehl^Di- 
feafe; the Signs or Symptoms;, of the Venereal In- 
feftion, with various . Methods ] of Cure.' ;B^;3fc0w# 
Kedham, Surgeon, in iia^'* '•' ' ' '-/'.•.• 

An Account of Jjot/.rM; 1 being a Dcffiffptibii of 
the Mature pf that Kingdom, and what'.fh^Coirfti- 
tutiqh-of it is in Chur'cfi artA 'State.* Whe-jreiirilfo 
ibme nodce is taken of their chief Cifjes , ind 
Ropl Burroughs; with an Appendix, i..Afjr)ift 
their Kings Supremacy* 2. -The difference "offiie 
Scotch and 'Ei^/iJIj Liturgy. 3. The Revenue^nd 
Expense en the CiviLud MUicary Lift, accar4ing 
to a late-Eftablifhmenr. 

An Office W Manual of Devotions, for tl*eljejtter 
obfemjig t^eJLord's Dayj chief!-/ defigh'd'ftt' the* 
uf- of Pfivafe Families, , By Ttomw Morer, Rectotfof 
St* Ann AldierJ}ptb t Lmfan* Price 3 4. or 26i*.* the 
Hundred, '\ ;••'"' 

Dr. ftetiwifs Difcourfe of f he Education -qf Chil- 
dren ^ with l a Preface Exbtyfting all Pafrcft'ts^to a 
ftrift and religious Performance ofthat Duty, ''trice 
3 d. or ■ 2gjy.fr/ Hundred* *- ! * : 

-^^Hls Sermon beftjre the Lord MrfOt h April 

if. ifaft ' J ' ' ';'• • • v \ 

■* ' ;- Sermon befortrttre ;fcGr<!r Mayor, Decemb* 
n. 1692/ !" ' , ..'.*.':■«■•.. •• • '.■;«.»- 

> /•• ' ■ ,$ermO'n before thd Qjueen, F^r; i2/t$92« 

— — r'Jertadft before theliord Mayors $*». 30. 

1698-9: "* * >; • '. • c - :3 ^' 

■ His Account of the LHe*and*l>etftfT 6f the 
Bleffed Virgin, according to Romifh Writers, with 
the Grounds of the Worflbip paid to her. 

The Hiftory of the Perfecutions of the Reformed 
Churches in France, Orange, and Piedmont , from the 
year 1655., to this prefent timej fhewing by Mltoat 
Steps, Artifices, and perfidious Practices they were 
deftroyed ; with a ihort account of the prefent Con- 
dition of the Proteftants in France, and elfewhere i 
Wherein are many remarkable Paffages never before 
printed. 

Heptarcbia Mathematical or the Seven Branches of 
Art here following, Epitomiz'd, vi$. Arithmetick, 
Geometry, Flat Meafure, Square Meafure, Gaug- 
ing, 



Oigit 



ing, Menfdfatio* by Tables* Dialing, Ofc. B^ing now 
exhibited t!o the view of Artifts, as well as others $ 
in a plain, practicable, and eafie method, whereby 
every young Tyro may came to a perfeft underfhasp 
ing, without the help ©fa Tutor; which,for eafe and, 
expedition, the like not exuntln the Englifb Tongue. 1 
Being a Work Very ufefill for Gentlemen, Surveyors, 
Architectures, Engineers, *iafonS, Bricklayers, Car- 
penters, Jovners, Glafiers, Painters, Piaferers,S!ea- 
term Efr. By $&nwin* % Author of Aftrmmd* BrU 
twit*, and Praftitioner in rite Mat hematfcks; 



\ •■*■ 



In the Prtfs, and rriB befpeedily Puttijh% , 

TH E Hiftory of St. tA W% Cathedral in Un- 
do* j from its firft Foundation to this prefent 
time, tieing an Abridgment of Sir WiBUm Dugd ale's 
Hiftory. Extrafied out of Original Charters, Re- 
cords, Leigpr Books, - and pther Manufcr ipts . With 
a Catalogue of all the Deans, Cfr. from its firft Foun- 
dation to this prefent time* Adortfd *ith federal 
Prbfpefts oT the /aid Church, from Sir CbriHopber t 
Wren's own Plates. Continued from where Sir wiU 
iUm D'ugdak leaves off*, by a Divine of the Church of 
England* Whereuntois added, the Hiftory WSt Pe- 
ter s Church at t$rk: Containing its Antiquities, An* 
tient Monuments, &* with a Catalogue 6f an i& 
Archbi&ops and Deans, Ota to this prefent time ; 
with the feveral Frofpeffs of the (aid Church, and 
its renftrkablc Tombs* , 
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